
From the Principal’s Desk

9 July 2021

Kia ora katoa

There is a very sombre feel about the school as I write the last newsletter for the term. News of Tojo Hapuku’s sudden death at rugby 
training on Tuesday has shocked and saddened many people. Tojo and his wife Anitta have had a long association with Menzies 
College. Their children Jesse and Makayla attended school here as have many of their extended family members. Tojo has been very 
active in the Rugby Club over the years coaching the 1st XV in the past and currently assisting coach the Under 14 team his nephew 
Micah plays in. We are very grateful to Pete Holden and Megan Lindsay for coordinating the care of our students on Wednesday 
morning. Having support from members of the Menzies College Rugby Club and local police was hugely appreciated. Working 
through grief is a process, not an event. If students or anyone from the wider community needs support now or in the future, please 
let someone at school know.

School lunches begin Day 1 next term. If there is going to be a delay for any reason you will be informed via email and a notification 
on the School App. The menu to start the term is as follows:
Macaroni Cheese, Hot Beef Wraps, Chicken Noodles, Pizza with salad, Cottage Pie, Tomato Pasta Bake, Roast Vegetable Frittata, 
Butter Chicken, Hot Chicken Wrap and Spaghetti Bolognaise. If you would like a copy of the recipes please let me know and I will 
email it.  At this stage we don’t have set days for each meal.

Last week the Year 9 students had a four day camp at Tautuku. Students experienced abseiling, kayaking, bush navigation, confidence 
course and service as well as night activities. A feature of the camp is having Outdoor Leadership students facilitating the groups. It 
is wonderful to see them giving back to the school by mentoring younger students. Thank you to the parent helpers who attended, 
we can’t offer these experiences without your help. The food prepared on site was exceptionally good as was the baking supplied 
by families.  Also thank you to the Tim Landreth, Marcia Kennedy and Pete Holden for organising the activities and to all the other 
staff who attended and helped organise the camp.

We have noticed over the last couple of weeks that the uniform has started to get sloppy. Cold blasts of winter weather do not 
give permission for non-uniform items of clothing to be worn. Please take the opportunity over the holidays to ensure that your 
children’s uniforms are sorted and ready for next term. We will start the term paying particular attention to shoes - these must be 
plain black school shoes. If students are not in correct uniform, please supply a note explaining the reason.  Kilts are now available 
from the office in all sizes.

Jake Kiernan, Josie McLellan and Maxine Lomboy are currently on a Deep Thought Expedition at the New Zealand Marine Studies 
Centre in Dunedin.  There is an article and photos further on in the newsletter.

Good luck to Tom Ayers, Brenton Maxwell, Jack Robertson and Ryan Crump who left today to take part in the South Island Trap 
Shooting Championships in Timaru over the weekend.  Thank you to Warren Ayers for taking this group away.
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 Menzies College Information/Announcements are available 
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Download  SchoolAppsNZ from App Store or Google Play



Menzies College Netball
The Year 8 Netball team ‘dressed’ the Steel changing rooms and were a guard of honour at the 
Steel vs Magic game held recently. This was won through a competition with More FM Southland 
radio station entered by Andrea Crump.

L to R:  Nicholle Bedrigo (obscured),Cheyda Tonihi, Maddison Elliott, 
               Elise Knapp (obscured), Sophie Ross, Jessica Scobie, Renee Crump, Emily Crump

Sign in to App for Bus Notices
Parents/caregivers are now able to receive notices via the school app regarding any bus issues due to weather conditions etc. 
Follow these steps to ensure you receive announcements.  On the school app:
* select menu bar on top left hand corner
* chose ‘alert subscriptions’
* tick name of bus required
We will only advise of issues when formally notified by the bus company. 

Remember you can choose your student’s year, sports etc in there too.

Congratulations to Angela Bree and Aaliyah McDowell-Peek for the very successful Wellbeing Social organised last Friday. The 
decorations and music were fabulous and the money raised went to cancer research, the total being $632.30.

This Sunday the Menzies College Year 9 and 10 Development Team travel to Christchurch to compete in the South Island Secondary 
Schools Junior Tournament. This is a great opportunity to expose students to tournament conditions but also a fun time. Thank you 
to everyone who has supported fundraising and to Katrina and Arin Read for coaching as well as Leanne Scobie for managing the 
team. 

Finally, good luck to Brianna Ferguson as she travels to Rotorua to compete with the Southland Under 18 team in the National 
Tournament from Monday 19th until Thursday 22nd July.

Nga mihi nui
Kath Luoni

Principal

Science Department
This week Jake Kiernan, Josie McLellan and Maxine Lomboy set out on a five day Deep Thought Expedition at the NZ Marine Centre 
at Portobello.  They went on the research vessel Polaris II collecting plankton samples, learning how to use flow metres and plankton 
nets. This is an amazing opportunity for our students!

 L to R: Jake Kiernan, Maxine Lomboy, Josie McLellan

Margie Dale
Science Department



Important Dates
July  9  Last day Term 2
  26  First day Term 3
  29  Career Fest
August  5  Teacher Only Day
  11  Open Afternoon/Evening (3.30-7pm)
  30-3 September Tournament week
September 3-5  Ski Weekend/Day Trip
  13-17  Exam week
  17  ‘Get to Go’ Challenge
  22-23  Year 12 Outdoor snow trip
October 1  Last day of Term 3
  18  First day of Term 4

Achievement Slip Draw 
There is one senior and one junior draw each week during Term 2 as there were no draws in Term 1. Congratulations to the following 
students and staff members:
Week ending 3 July     Week ending 9 July
Totara:  Hudson Roy, Hayley Porteous   Totara:  Edrei Raath, Caleb Gibbs
Rimu:  Bre Isaacs, Connor Poyntz-Roberts   Rimu:  Paige McEwan, Caitlin de Malmanche
Matai:  Indiana Macdonald, Ngawai McNaughton  Matai: Amy van der Straaten, Kimberley Simmons
Rata:  Amber Winn, Ellie Sisley    Rata: Zachariah Ashman, Lucy Mann
Staff: Mrs Karen Clark, Ms Steph Parkinson   Staff: Mr Kit Hustler, Mrs Lucy McKelvie

Next term we will go back to one draw per week alternating between juniors and seniors.  Due to the canteen supplying lunches, 
the prize of a canteen voucher will now be used for snacks at interval.

Community Notices
Monthly  Hokonui Community Market 
Saturday 12th July. Come and join the wonderful stallholders 
at St Andrews Church Hall,  Devon Street,  Gore 10am to 1pm 
- plants, knitting, Rawleighs, cakes and lots of crafts.

Wyndham Pioneer Lions Club Recycling
The Wyndham Pioneer Lions collect many things that raise 
money for the underprivileged and disadvantaged but we 
can do more with your help. 
•	 Bread	tags	raise	funds	for	wheelchairs	(if	they	are		 	
 colour coded before they handed in that would be   
 great).
•	 Tear	tabs	from	aluminium	cans	and	wine	bottle	tops		
 raise funds for ‘Kidney Kids’.
•	 Glasses	(both	reading	and	sunglasses)	and			 	
 hearingids are distributed in places like the Pacific   
 Islands to improve the quality of lives who    
 cannot afford such ‘extravagances’.
•	 Aluminium	cans	and	cardboard	are	collected	by	The		
 Pakeke Lions in Gore.

If you can help it would be appreciated if you could take 
them to Menzies College or contact Mrs C Garthwaite on 
(03) 206 6223.

Menzies College 50th Reunion
Menzies College is having its 50th Reunion from the 4th-6th February.  We would like to invite any former students, staff and friends 
of the school to return to Southland and see how much their school has grown over the past 50 years. You can also email your 
interest to menzies50th@menzies.school.nz

We have completed a formal registration process. From the 13th July you can book your tickets for the events. All information in 
regards to booking will be available via the sign up button or by going to 
https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/menzies-college-50th-reunion-registration-162501808283



BACK

YOUR

SCHO
OL

Thursday August 5th  |  10am - 2pm |  Yr 9 - 13's
MLT Event Centre  |  Fun, Friends, Spot Prizes

Secure a free lunch shout for your school!

Rangatahi Big Day Out
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 Machinery Sale 

Viewing @ 10am 
Auction Starts @ 11am  

 

For more information and entries -   
Roger Stratford – 027 644 4330 

Todd Wells – 027 236 7367 

Richard Blackmore – 027 229 0943 

Entries into the 
auction need to be in 
before Tuesday 13th 
July for advertising. 

 

Items to be 
auctioned can be 
delivered to the Club 
on Thursday 22nd 
and Friday 23rd July 

Gorge Road and 
Surrounding Districts 

Saturday 24th July 

AT THE 
GORGE ROAD COUNTRY CLUB 


