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Kia ora katoa

The news that Barbara Cowley passed away on Monday brought with it both sadness and relief. Over the last few weeks Barb had 
been experiencing more discomfort and was ready to meet her maker. When we met for the final time last Friday, it was a pleasure 
to share the concert that the staff and students put on for her. There was a mixture of pride and humility as she watched her people 
perform in her honour. Barb had been a teacher in the Junior School for 13 years. She had also been the Year 7 and 8 Dean, Teacher 
in charge of Productions and the Special Needs Co-ordinator. Barb was a teacher of students not subjects. She connected with 
students and made them feel special. She had high standards and didn’t hold back on letting students know when they met them 
or fell short. Barb was a colleague and friend to many people on staff. She enjoyed being part of the wider Menzies community and 
will retain a place in all our hearts.

School has been a busy place this week. A group of senior students had the opportunity to join other schools at the Town and 
Country Club in Gore on Tuesday for Leadership training. Year 7 students were at Camp Columba from Wednesday to Friday and 
Year 13 Chemistry students were at the University of Otago on Wednesday and Thursday. Thank you to Sharee Knapp and Margie 
Dale for organising and running these trips. Also thank you to Mark Kerslake, Lachie Hayes, Dean Ritani and Lesley Lee for giving up 
their time to ensure the camp took place. As always, a big thank you to parents/caregivers and volunteer helpers who also attended 
in support.

Next Wednesday (16 June) the school will be closed for a Teachers Only Day run by the Ministry of Education to give staff the 
opportunity to gain more knowledge in how to de-escalate situations. I realise this is a disruption to routines and thank you for 
your understanding.

Finally, St Peters College have extended an invitation to all parents/caregivers of students in Eastern Southland schools to attend a 
parents evening with John Parsons next Thursday 17 June. Please see the main part of the newsletter for more details.

Nga mihi nui
Kath Luoni

Principal



Achievement Slip Draw 
There is one senior and one junior draw each week during Term 2 as there were no draws in Term 1. Congratulations to the following 
students and staff members:
Week ending 4 June     Week ending 11 June
Totara: Jacqui Milne, Anna Sinclair    Totara:  Ashley North, Hunter Richards
Rimu: Joshua Landreth, Max Bryson   Rimu:  Dion Ngatai, Kaydin Gaffey-Mansfield
Matai:  Peter McGregor, Abby van der Straaten  Matai: Bridget Scobie, Tyler Olive
Rata:  Ruby Ritani, Dylan Adams    Rata: Ryan Lemon, Kassidy Tahana-Payne
Staff:  Jonny Brown, Megan Lindsay   Staff: Lincoln Joyce, Sarah White

Your canteen vouchers can be collected from the office.

Science Department
Year 13 Chemistry
Seventeen Year 13 students travelled 
to Dunedin this week to complete their 
practical component for their Internal 
Assessment ‘carry out a practical 
investigation’. We spent two days at the 
Chemistry Department of the Otago 
University determining experimentally  
salinity concentrations from water 
samples collected from the Waihopai 
River. Students worked super hard, were 
challenged and learnt a lot about the 
experimental method. Special thanks to 
Sophie Johnstone and Belinda Knapp for 
accompanying us.

Margie Dale
Chemistry Teacher

Sports Department
On 2 June Menzies College entered four teams in the Southland/Otago Secondary School Cross Country teams event held in Milton. 
All four teams had a great day and represented the school very well. Thank you to Mrs Tracy van der Straaten and Mrs Sue Dynes 
who travelled and supported the teams on the day.  A big congratulations to the Under 15 mixed team who placed 2nd in their 
grade - Sophie Ferguson, Isla Maxwell, Hunter Richards and Ethan Stewart. The Over 16 Boys team placed fourth in their grade - 
Dean Stewart, Josiah Ashman, Tom Ayers and Keegan Knapp. 

Hayley Adam
Sports Co-ordinator

 L to R:  Daisy Stewart, Amy van der Straaten,                                                Dean Stewart
                            Sam Ramage, Cooper Kennedy  

           Joshua Leitch

PTA
The  PTA meeting is now being held on Tuesday 15 June at 7pm in the staff room. All welcome. Please contact Sue Scobie 
027 428 9900 if you have any suggestions or queries.



Important Dates
June  16  Teacher Only Day
  20-22  Year 13 Outdoor Education Pre Camp
  22  Southland Ki O Rahi Championships
  24  Year 9-13 Parent Teacher subject interviews
  28 - 1 July Year 9 Tautuku Camp

July  2  Social - Full school
  4-5  Netball Tournament Senior A & Year 9-10
  9  Last day Term 2
  26  First day Term 3
  29  Career Fest

August  11  Open Afternoon

Careers/Transition Department
University Scholarships for Year 13 Students
MoneyHub, a consumer finance website, has published a guide to hundreds of scholarships for any student planning to start 
University in 2022. The comprehensive list includes scholarships offered by every University as well as those specifically available 
to local students. A list of privately-funded, Maori, Pacific and International University scholarships completes the list.  Applications 
close throughout the year with tens of millions of dollars available. MoneyHub has also published a list of tips for scholarship 
success. For more details and to find suitable scholarships visit the MoneyHub Scholarship page.

Stuart Clark
Careers/Transition Department

Deep Cove Camp 2021
On behalf of all Year 8 students who attended Deep Cove camp we would like to say a huge 
thank you to these people for donating and supplying discounted food for us: Wyndham Four 
Square, Fonterra and the Mataura Butchery. We would also like to thank the teachers, parents/
caregivers and Jake Keirnan who attended camp with us.  Without you camp would not be 
possible and we appreciate that you gave up your time to come with us. 

Some of the things that we really enjoyed were fishing.  There was a massive Grouper/Hapuka 
caught on camp one, the boat cruise where the dolphins came to play with us and the 
challenging but fun Hanging Valley Bushwalk.  We ate like kings, having crayfish for tea one 
night!  We don't want to give away too many highlights and ruin it for next year's Year 8 classes. 
Everyone had a fabulous time and we have created lots of memories.

Jessica Scobie & Fletcher McKinnel 8CL

Guest Speaker
St Peter's College is excited to be hosting internationally renowned speaker John Parsons for a one night parent information 
evening on Thursday 17 June at the St Peter's College hall.  Any parents in the Gore or surrounding area who would like to hear John 
speak are warmly invited to attend. John will share with us tips and strategies to help parents navigate through the particularly 
problematic world of children requesting or receiving sexually explicit images online. Come along and hear what you can do to 
help keep your children safer online. 

Thursday 17th June 2021
7pm

St Peter's College Hall



Community Notices
Hokonui Community Market
Saturday 12 June. Come along and join the wonderful talented stallholders at St Andrews Church Hall, Devon Street,  Gore.  Plants, 
knitting, Rawleighs, cakes and crafts from 10am-1pm.

Gore Winter Fete
We are excited to bring this back again this year after having to postpone last year due to Covid19. We are fundraising to continue 
providing FREE  Pregnancy, Childbirth & Early parenting classes (used to be known as antenatal classes) to the Gore and districts 
community as well as free or subsidised Parent Education classes.  The Gore Winter Fete is held in the Gore Town and Country 
stadium and brings together a fun Sunday shopping opportunity for all the community to attend. There is a wide variety of over 60 
stall holders to display, sell and show us their products. This year we have stalls that cover womenswear, childrenswear, homewares, 
environmental products, food products, coffee and food trucks and the Gore Parents Centre BAKE SALE will be back!

The Maruawai Centre welcomes Otago Museum’s exhibition “STE[A]M - 100 Women, 100 Words ... Infinite Possibilities”.  
The exhibition will run from 10 June - 23 June.
This digital exhibition features digital portraits of 100 women and girls (the youngest is 7, the oldest 70) who were nominated 
by their communities for inspiring those around them to engage with STEM subjects. Their portraits are accompanied by 100 
of their own words that describe what has surprised them the most about their engagement with science, technology, math, or 
engineering. We extend a special invite to staff and students of the wider Gore District to an afternoon with some of the women 
featured in the exhibition where they will share their STE[A]M stories. This will be followed by two hours of hands on interactive 
science demonstrations.  Come for an hour of conversation or the demonstration or both. 
Sunday 13 June  at the Maruawai Centre (Gore Visitor Centre – opposite the old Library), Norfolk Street, Gore
STE[A]M – 100 Women, 100 Words … Infinite Possibilities
1.30pm - 2.30pm Panel discussion
2.30pm - 4.30pm Hands-on demonstration

Parent to Parent
Parent to Parent are holding a ‘Sib Day ‘ on Saturday 3 July at Adventure Southland. There are two sessions 9.00 am - 12.00 pm is for 
ages 8 -12 and 1.00 pm to 4.00 pm for 12 -18 year olds. This is a free event for brothers and sisters who have a sibling with a disability, 
health impairment or special needs. To register I have included the link below. Please note that there is a limit of 30 attendees for 
each session.    https://parenttoparentnz.formstack.com/forms/sibday_rego

MENZIES 1ST XV RUGBY

FUNDRAISER

Firewood for sale

Macrocarpa - $ 80.00 /m2

Bluegum - $100 / m2

Mix Macrocarpa/Bluegum - $90.00/m2

Phone/Text: Garoth 027 5143859


