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Kia ora katoa

There was a very proud moment for the Science Department this week when the Education Review Office (ERO) released their latest 
publication called ‘Growing Curiosity: Teaching Strategies to Engage Year 5 to 11 Students in Science’. It is a huge compliment to Mr 
Hustler and the teachers in his department to be recognised as an exemplar for teaching practice. The article can be found here: 
https://www.ero.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/Growing-Curiosity-Teaching-Strategies-to-Engage-Years-5-to-11-Students-in-Science.pdf 
This is a large document and Menzies College features from page 50-53.

Two weeks ago a very successful morning celebrating Shakespeare was held. Staff and students arrived colourfully dressed ready 
to feast on food reminiscent of the era including a pig’s head!  But first came the entertainment in the form of Shakespearian plays 
from the Year 9 and 10 classes and a Shakespearian take on a quiz show from the Year 13 group. This was a fun and entertaining way 
to bring learning alive. Thank you to Mrs McKelvie and the English Department for the time and energy that went into this.  

Year 7 and 8 teachers met with parents/caregivers at the end of March to discuss akonga (learner) progress. Thank you to everyone 
involved for being willing to engage in conversations that support learning.

Senior students have one term of learning under their belts and will be well underway with gaining credits towards their NCEA 
qualifications. We are grateful that we have avoided the Covid disruptions of last year. Staff and students have noticed that the 
change to the rules around resubmissions of internal assessments is having an impact on student grades at the Merit and Excellence 
level. In the past, students have been allowed to resubmit work that has been marked to correct small errors that they can identify. 
This often allowed students to move from Achieved to Merit grades or Merit to Excellence grades. This is no longer allowed. 

There have been some impressive athletic performances over recent weeks that will be reported later in the newsletter. 
Congratulations to the athletes who competed with distinction at the South Island Championships in Christchurch last weekend; 
Daniel Tyrell, Brianna Ferguson, Josie McLellan and Rayden Kaahu-Wright. Also a belated congratulations to Rocco Roberts who 
won his Shot Put event at the Primary Schools athletics three weeks ago.

In other student news Angela Bree has taken up a position on the Southland District Youth Council representing Menzies College. 
Senne Byrne, Lewis McKelvie and Angela Bree have gained places in a University of Otago Year 10 Gifted and Talented programme. 
The theme is ‘Making Sense of the Marine World’.

Brock Stuart will place a wreath during the Wyndham Anzac Day parade on behalf of Menzies College. If there are other students 
who would like to join us in the parade please meet at 7.40am at the school dressed in your winter uniform.

continued over page



Important Dates
April  16  Last day of Term 1

May  3  First day Term 2
  4  PTA AGM 7pm in staffroom
  5  School cross country
  7  Otago Polytechnic Presentation
  21-24  Deep Cove - 8SJ and first half of 8CL
  24-27  Deep Cove - 8BY and second half of 8CL
  31 - 4 June Green week (no out of school appointments to be made)

June  3  ‘Menzies got Talent’ Competition
  7  Queen’s Birthday observance - (school closed)
  9-11  Year 7 at Camp Columba
  20-22  Year 13 Outdoor Education Pre Camp
  22  Southland Ki O Rahi Championships
  24  Year 9-13 Parent Teacher subject interviews
  28 - 1 July Year 9 Tautuku Camp

July  4-5  Netball Tournament Senior A & Year 9-10
  9  Last day Term 2
  26  First day Term 3

Finally, today is the last day for Miss Egerton also known as Fleur. We wish her well as she continues her 
teaching career at Northern Southland College. Fleur began her teaching career at Menzies College and 
has contributed her time and energy to wherever it has been needed. She has taught English, History and 
Social Studies with skill, patience and humor. Fleur has also contributed to many camps, managed the 
Senior A Netball team, organised lunchtime sports, been a Dean of Year 9 and 10 and most importantly 
organised staff social events. We did not have any suitable applicants to replace Fleur and will be covering 
her classes internally in the near future. 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to a busy and successful term. I wish you all well for the term 
break and look forward to seeing you back fit and well next term.

Nga mihi nui
Kath Luoni

Principal

English Department
Shakespearean Feast
Congratulations to all those who participated in our Shakespearean Feast. It was such a fun occasion and a great way to round off 
a successful term of learning. It was really amazing to see so many students on the stage performing ably assisted by others who 
were backstage in supporting roles.  We’re sure that next year’s feast will be bigger and brighter! 

Here are some photos of the plays and action from the day. Enjoy a restful holiday.
Mrs Lucy McKelvie

Head of Department - English

     Ethan Stewart & Stanley Crump



Trip to Oxford
On Thursday 1st April Kimberley Simmons left for the Oxford A & P show to represent the Southern 
District in the RAS finals competition. The team consisted of seven youth under the age of 25 from 
around Southland and Otago. The Southern team were up against five other regions across New 
Zealand. Youth in Kimberley’s team were competing in the beef judging, dairy judging, sheep 
judging, fleece judging, beef paraders and dairy paraders. Kimberley and former Menzies Student 
Lina Buhre were selected as the ‘dairy paraders’.

An hour before judging Kimberley and Lina were introduced to an animal they were not familiar 
with. They had only a short amount of time to work out how to lead and show the animal off before 
presenting the animal in front of a judge.

Lina was placed 4th and Kimberley was placed 1st and presented with the ‘Dairy Parader of the Year’ ribbon and a RAS medal. 
Congratulations Kimberley.

Sports Department
Inter Provincial Athletics
Maddison Elliott and I recently attended the Interprovincial Athletic Championships for 12 and 13 year olds in Palmerston North.  
Next year it is in Dunedin. Our team competed in four events which included students from other Southland schools.  We tried to 
get lots of points and our team came 7th overall.

Sophie  Ross
Event Points Place Time/distance                                                                                                                                                         
100m     367         25   14.92 sec
200m      365          28          32.09 sec
800m      468         23       2.51.15 and my personal best before was 3.20.23
Discus    317      10th        13.16m

Maddison Elliott
Event    Points Place Time/distance         
100m      170         29th    16.51 sec
long jump 263         22nd       3.12m
shot put     542         5th          6.72m and her personal best before was 5.25m
discus        309       13th       12.89m      Maddison Elliott (Left) & Sophie Ross

Sophie Ross - Year 8
South Island Secondary Schools Athletics
A huge congratulations to Brianna Ferguson, Rayden Kaahu-Wright, Josie McLellan and Daniel Tyrell who competed in the South 
Island Secondary Schools ahletics championships in Christchurch last weekend. Although the weather was not great, the students 
all represented the school well and gained impressive results. Especially well done to Daniel Tyrell who placed 2nd in Shotput, 3rd in 
Discuss and 4th in Javelin for the Over 16 Boys age group. A big thank you to the families who travelled and supported the students 
while away. 

Cross Country
The school Cross Country will be held at school on Wednesday 5 May starting after an early lunch break. This year we have developed 
a new track that better aligns with Southland distances and maps of this are available in each classroom at school. All students are 
expected to compete and will gain house points in either a fun run or competitive race.
Under 13 Boys  3000m  Under 13 Girls  3000m
Under 14 Boys  3000m  Under 14 Girls  3000m
Under 16 Boys  4000m  Under 16 Girls  3000m
Over 16 Boys  5000m  Over 16 Girls  4000m
               FUN RUN 2300m

Students who place in the top 6 of their age group will have the opportunity to compete at the Southland Secondary Schools Cross 
Country in Te Anau on 12 May.  Students who qualify will receive a notice at the end of their race.   

Mrs Hayley Adam
Sports Co-ordinator

Menzies student makes Southland United Training Squad
Congratulations to Amy van der Straaten for making the Southland United Girls training squad for 
2021. Amy has the opportunity to learn the game and improve her understanding to the next level 
within this challenging environment. Later in the year, if successful, Amy will have the opportunity 
to play at South Island tournaments in September/October. She will also be playing for our very 
own Menzies College Girls 1st XI.

Carl Lambert
Teacher in Charge - Soccer



Winter Kilts
A reminder that as from the start of Term 2 girls are to wear their winter kilts.

School Photos
Geoff Horrell Photographer
A reminder to anyone wanting to order class or whanau photos, these are available on Geoff Horrell’s website.  Type ‘Menzies 
College’ in the search bar.  His website address is www.geoffhorrell.co.nz

PTA 
AGM MEETING

Tuesday 4th May
Menzies College Staffroom, 7 p.m. 

All Welcome

Careers/Transition Department
University Scholarships for Year 13 Students
MoneyHub, a consumer finance website, has published a guide to hundreds of scholarships for any student planning to start 
University in 2022. The comprehensive list includes scholarships offered by every University as well as those specifically available 
to local students. A list of privately-funded, Maori, Pacific and International University scholarships completes the list.  Applications 
close throughout the year with tens of millions of dollars available. MoneyHub has also published a list of tips for scholarship 
success. For more details and to find suitable scholarships visit the MoneyHub Scholarship page.

Stuart Clark
Careers/Transition Department

Mufti Day Funds
Thank you to all students for participating in the mufti day last week and making a gold coin donation.  The total amount donated 
was $400.10 and this has been paid to the Lung Foundation of New Zealand.

Board Wanted
Board is required from Monday to Friday from the 1st June 2021 for a Year 10 boy who attends Menzies College.  If anyone can help 
please contact Vicki on 021 045 6765.

Well Being/Hauora Committee
Thank you to the students and staff who entered the Wellbeing Easter colouring competition. Results are as follows:
Juniors: 1st - Bre Isaacs; Runners-up - Savanna Costello, Hayden Emsden and Emily Paterson
Seniors: 1st - Josie McLellan; Runners-up - Naidene Wilson-Hemara and Harm Davers
Teachers: 1st: Mrs S Parkinson, Runner-up - Mrs S Roberston

. YEAR SEVEN VISION SCREENING

\
The Vision Hearing Technicians from Population Health team, Southern District Health will be visiting our school to screen all Year 
7 students for distance vision (Amblyopia & Hyperopia) on Tuesday 4 May 2021.  This determines how well your child is able to see 
at a distance and involves reading an eye chart.  (This free vision check is not required if a student wears glasses and/or is currently 
under care of an optometrist or eye specialist).  If you do not wish your child to be screened please fill out an opt-out slip which is 
available at the school office before our visit.



Community Notices
Street Smart is a world-class, cognitive based driver programme that aims to positively influence the lives of young kiwis across the 
country, and help them to become a safer and more aware driver on our roads. Street Smart will be in Invercargill on Thursday 29 
April. Since launching in 2018, over 1,300 young drivers plus their parent / caregiver have experienced Street Smart.

Offering a practical hands-on learning experience, Street Smart is a one-day event providing young drivers and their parents/
caregivers the opportunity to undertake supervised driving practice. There is a focus on developing good decision-making 
strategies  for safe driving, including assessing themselves, reading the road environment, resisting peer pressure, managing or 
eliminating distractions and planning ahead.  treet Smart takes place in safe, controlled, off-the-road environments, under the 
watchful eye of qualified coaches plus the parent/caregiver. This provides the parent the opportunity to also assess themselves, 
in order to be a better coach and mentor to their teen.  Registrations can be completed via the easy to use pages on our website - 
www.streetsmart.nz 

Hayden Dickason, Programme Director
Phone: +64 21986830 Email:  hayden@streetsmart.nz

Web:  www.streetsmart.nz



Gore Aquatic Cup
16 May 11:00am Gore Multisports Complex

Holiday project, build a boat which is able 
to hold a golf ball, the objective is to use a 
straw to maneuver the boat to the finish 
line.

Two age groups:
5 – 8 years leisure pool
9 – 13 years main pool shallow end

Normal pool safe rules apply under 8’s 
must be supervisor by someone 16 years 
and over at all time.

Register on line on the Gore Aquatic 
Centre Facebook page or forms are 
available at reception.


