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 Menzies College Information/Announcements are available 
on the Menzies College App

Download  SchoolAppsNZ from App Store or Google Play

Kia ora

Our thoughts and prayers are with Mrs Cowley following the news that she has terminal cancer and will 
not be returning to school. Barb met with staff on Monday afternoon to explain the situation. There were 
tears and laughter as we chatted with Barb, as well as huge admiration for her bravery. Students were 
given time and space to express their sadness on Tuesday morning and were very respectful. I know that 
Barb has found comfort in the messages that she has received from the wider school community over 
recent days. It is lovely for her to know she has made a difference in the lives of many people. We are 
planning a ‘Menzies has got Talent’ show for mid Term Two that Barb is determined to judge.

Good luck to the Year 7 and 8 athletes competing in the Primary School Athletics in Invercargill on Saturday.  
With the summer sports season coming to an end I would like to thank the people who have given up their time to ensure students 
have the opportunity to play cricket, tennis, volleyball, experience triathlon and train for athletics. There are a large number of 
people who have supported these sports but in particular I wish to thank Bathan Muir, Nick Gutsell, Lucy McKelvie, Jacqui Bree, 
Margy Dale, Jane Muir and Sarah White.

Congratulations to Jake Kiernan who has received a scholarship from the Wyndham Lions Club 
to participate in a leadership camp at Borland Lodge in the school holidays. Also congratulations 
to Oliver McKelvie who was recently announced as a Southland Country Representative player in 
the Year 7 and 8 cricket team. The Menzies College tennis team and kayakers recently competed 
in regional competitions. They were all outstanding ambassadors for our school. 

L to R Back Row: Logan Andrews, Ethan Stewart, Brad Hedges, Jacob Harvey
            Front Row: Oliver McKelvie, Lewis McKelvie

A group of eight staff and six students attended a wānanga (course) at the Hokonui Marae last week. This is part of our commitment 
to Te Hurihanganui. The course focused on understanding self within the fabric of New Zealand Society (critical consciousness). It 
was informative and challenging. The next steps for staff are to continue the learning and share it with other staff. 

Recently we have had reports of a small number of students vaping on school grounds. Menzies College and its grounds are a 
Smokefree Environment. As of 11 November 2020 the definition of smoking was extended to include vaping. It is against the law for 
anyone to smoke or vape at Menzies College. The school’s stance on smoking and vaping remains the same. It will not be tolerated. 
Students who are caught will have their families informed, apparatus for smoking will be confiscated, there will be detentions, 
parent meetings and more serious consequences depending on the circumstances. Please have a conversation about the serious 
health risks of vaping within your family. These include the exposure to disease from sharing vapes, addiction to nicotine and the 
unknown risks associated with ingesting these products.

continued over page



Careers Department
Defence Force Visit
On Wednesday 17 March we were very fortunate to have two representatives 
from the Defence Forces visit Menzies College.  Sergeant Josey Orum, Aircraft 
Technician (Air Force Recruiter) and Private Office Kat Mohi, Hydrographer 
(Navy Recruiter) shared their stories and talked about their careers and 
answered questions from the students.  We would like to thank both Josey and 
Kat for their visit and inspiring our students.

Lincoln Joyce 
Careers Support

University Scholarships for Year 13 Students
MoneyHub, a consumer finance website, has published a guide to hundreds of scholarships for any student planning to start 
University in 2022. The comprehensive list includes scholarships offered by every University as well as those specifically available 
to local students. A list of privately-funded, Maori, Pacific and International University scholarships completes the list.  Applications 
close throughout the year with tens of millions of dollars available. MoneyHub has also published a list of tips for scholarship 
success. For more details and to find suitable scholarships visit the MoneyHub Scholarship page.

Stuart Clark
Careers/Transition Department

Finally, Friday is a Teachers Only Day organised by the Careers Department to allow staff to spend time in work places and gain 
understanding about the practical application of what they teach. This will help staff to better advise students around option choices 
and careers. While this is happening Year 12 and 13 students will be making final preparations for the ball on Friday night. With the 
fencing project underway the arrivals will be on Florence Street. The street will be blocked to all traffic except cars transporting 
people to the ball. Guests will enter the school grounds from the entrance closest to the primary school.  Please feel free to come 
along and watch.

Nga mihi nui
Kath Luoni

Principal

Outdoor Education
Paddles Up
Paddles up 2021 was a wonderful weekend with four new competitors taking part in the Down River Race and the Slaloms. We went 
in last Friday, set up camp and were straight onto the river practicing for both the Down River and the Slalom races.

Saturday morning was the down river event where Johnnie Maxwell came second for the senior boys and Micah Karamaena came 
third for the junior boys. After lunch we went back down to the river and began practicing for the team slaloms. 

Late that afternoon Josh Landreth caught a three pound rainbow trout, the best and only fish for the weekend!  Sunday morning 
was the toughest and most enjoyable part of the weekend with the team and individual slaloms. Alex Hoffman placed third for the 
individual junior boys and Jake Kiernan and Josiah Ashman learned that they should have practised their rolling more during the 
team slaloms!

Overall it was an amazing weekend for everyone competing or those just there to have a good time. We are already looking forward 
to Paddles up 2022 which is now open to year eights as well.

             L to R: Johnnie Maxwell, Jake Kiernan, Josiah Ashman  Josiah Ashman                  L to R: Lucas van der Straaten, Josh Landreth
                 Tom Blackmore

Jake Kiernan 
Year 13



Sports Department
On Saturday 13 March we had 20 students compete in the annual Southland Secondary School athletics sports in Invercargill. All 
students represented the school exceptionally well in both performance and conduct and I was impressed by the support they 
showed each other and the other students competing. 

We had several standout performances on the day gaining placings for their events. 
* Rueben Constantine - Under 15 800m - 3rd
* Brianna Ferguson - Senior Girls 400m - 2nd, Senior girls 800m - 1st
* Rayden Kaahu-Wright - Under 15 Boys Shot Put - 3rd
* Keegan Knapp - Senior boys Triple Jump - 2nd, Senior Boys 400m - 2nd
* Josie McLellan - Under 16 400m - 3rd
* Rauld Raath - Senior Boys High Jump - 3rd 
* Dean Stewart - Senior Boys 1500m - 1st, Senior Boys 3000m - 2nd, Senior Boys 2000m Steeplechase  -1st, 
 Senior Boys 800m - 2nd
* Daniel Tyrell - Senior Boys Discus - 2nd, Senior Boys Shot Put - 1st, Senior Boys Discus - 1st

Thank you very much to all families and friends who came and supported the athletes on the day and a special thank you to Mrs 
Wendy Ritson and Mrs Sue Dynes who helped for the day on our duty event.

Mrs Hayley Adam
Sports Co-ordinator

 
 Daniel Tyrell  Ruald Raath                    Keegan Knapp                   Olivia Perriam 

Science Department
Level 1 Agriculture
Lately, the Level 1 Agriculture class has been collecting data each week from their experiment plots on the ‘Menzies Farm’  over the 
road. Teams designed their own experiments with some looking at the impact of  fertiliser types on raddish plant growth. Some 
interesting organic solutions were used including cider vinegar. We are now into week six of the trials with students starting to 
prepare their final written reports shortly.  We have also been busy learning various knots and joins on site at school. Students are 
now getting to grips with the correct technique required in order to tie termination knots, figure 8 knots, and also install insulators 
and Triplex wire strainers. 

Last Friday we had the privilege of taking a tour through the Waitane meat plant.  It was a great experience in which we all got to 
see some amazing skills on show, along with some very impressive technology which included the new ‘Guardian’ bandsaw.  The 
operator wears a special wired glove, which stops the machine when they get too close and makes it impossible to cut their hand 
off!

We met plant manager Bronwyn Cairns and talked to her about her role and the plant as a whole. She was very generous and gave 
us a box of meat to take away for a Master Chef challenge with the class which we were all very thankful for. 

Many thanks to Bronwyn and the team at Silver Fern Farms for this amazing experience.

  Dressed in ‘Silver Fern Farms’ gear  L to R: Alexis Tahana-Payne, Naidene Wilson-Hemara, Emily Laurenson
Tim Landreth

Teacher in Charge



Community Notice
Edendale R.S.A. Education Scholarship
These scholarships have been established by the Edendale R.S.A. to assist students of the district (Wyndham/Edendale), past 
students of Menzies College or direct descendants of past members of the Edendale R.S.A. in the first, second or third years of 
tertiary study.  Applications close at 4pm next Wednesday 31 March 2021.  Application packages and full details for these 
scholarships are now available from the school office. 

Important Dates
March  26  School Ball (Friday)
    Teacher Only Day
  31 - 1 April Year 7 & 8 Conferences
April  2-5  Easter (school closed)
  6  Southland Anniversary Day (school closed)
  8  Year 9-10 Sexwise Programme
  11  Southland Swimming Championships
  12-15  Year 12-13 Outdoor Wanaka Camp 
  1   May  Last day of Term 1
May  3  First day Term 2
  4  PTA AGM 7pm in staffroom
  5  School cross country
  7  Otago Polytechnic Presentation
  18-21  Deep Cove - 1st Camp
  21-24  Deep Cove - 2nd Camp
  24-27  Deep Cove - 3rd Camp
  31 - 4 June Green week (no out of school appointments to be made)
  7  Queen’s Birthday observance - (school closed)

Year 7 & 8 Learning Conferences
Week 9:  31 March- 1 April
Conferences about student learning will be held for Year 7 and 8 students in Week 9 of Term 1 starting on Wednesday 31 March.  
These conferences will be with the Year 7 or 8 Home Room Teacher (9am to 6 pm - 31 March, and 9am to 3pm - 1 April). Parents/
caregivers go to the Library to meet the teacher and their child. Each conference lasts 15 minutes. 

Please follow the instructions below to make bookings.
Use the school App: Go to the App Store and search ‘SchoolAppsNZ’ and follow instructions. Once on the app select ‘links’ you will 
then be able to select ‘Year 7 & 8 Whanau Conferences’ or follow the instructions once a selection is made.

Use the website ‘www.schoolinterviews.co.nz’
To book the conference for parents and caregivers of Year 7 and 8 students: 
1.   Click on “Make a Booking”
2.   Use the code ppa3z – all lower case 
3.    You will be asked to enter an email address, this must be the same as the address that the school uses to communicate with you 
4.   Fill in caregiver and student details
5.   Select your child’s teacher 7LH – Lachie Hayes, 7LL - Lesley Lee, 8SJ – Samantha Johnstone, 8BY – Sarah White, 8CL – Carl Lambert 
6.   Select a time to meet (conference times are 15 minutes in length)
7.   Bookings close on Tuesday 30 March to give the school time to organise relievers
8.   If you do not have access to the internet please contact the school office and they will make a booking for you

Dean Ritani
Deputy Principal

PTA 
AGM MEETING

Tuesday 4th May
Menzies College Staffroom, 7 p.m. 

All Welcome


