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Kia ora
Thankfully we are back to Covid Level 1 and operating as normal again. Moving to Level 2 so quickly reminded us that we are 
not out of the woods yet. We were fortunate that the timing and short duration of the shift in alert levels did not affect too many 
activities. We all need to continue our good habits around hygiene and contact tracing to keep everyone safe. Please remember to 
keep students at home if they are unwell.

Athletics was held last Wednesday in ideal conditions. The atmosphere was a little more subdued without spectators but this did 
not hinder the performance of the athletes. There were five records broken or equaled. Congratulations to:
•	 Hudson	Roy	broke	the	Under	12	Boys	1500m	record	setting	a	new	time	of	5.16min.	The	previous	record	was	5:21min	set		
 by Shannon Gutsell in 1994.
•	 Hunter	Richards	equaled	the	Under	15	Boys	800m	record	with	a	time	of	2:24.1min.	The	record	is	also	held	by	Regan		
 Arnott from 1993.
•	 Dean	Stewart	broke	the	Senior	Boys	3000m	record	setting	a	new	time	of	10:02min.	The	previous	record	was	10:08min	set		
	 by	Philip	Mitchell	in	1990.
•	 Rayden	Kaahu-Wright	broke	the	Under	15	Shotput	record	setting	a	new	distance	of	12.42m.	The	previous	record	was		
	 10.43m	set	by	Rahiri	Collins	in	2000.
•	 Daniel	Tyrell	broke	the	Senior	Boys	Shotput	record	setting	a	new	distance	of	12.42m.	The	previous	record	was	12.08m	set		
	 by	Bryan	Milne	in	2000.

Other highlights from the previous fortnight include:
•	 Students	competing	in	the	Southland	Triathlon.	The	Year	8	boys	team	and	Year	8	mixed	team	placed	first.	Congratulations		
	 to	Danyon	Ashman,	Lachlan	Dale,	Hudson	Roy,	Maddison	Elliot,	Jake	Glynn	and	Max	McConachie.	Dean	Stewart	also		
	 placed	second	in	the	Under19	individual	boys	race.
•	 Year	13	Peer	Support	Leaders	working	with	Year	7	students.	They	do	a	superb	job	of	spreading	the	positive	culture	that		
 makes Menzies College a wonderful school to be educated in. 
•	 Two	members	of	the	Southern	Steel	Netball	Team	ran	a	training	session	attended	by	44	students	and	there	are	two	
 photos over the page.
•		 Students	competing	in	the	Southland	Tennis	Tournament.
•	 A	big	thank	you	to	these	Year	10	students	that	helped	out	with	the	primary	school	athletics	on	Thursday.		They	did	a		
	 superb	job	and	were	great	ambassadors	for	Menzies	College
•	 Meet	the	Teachers	with	a	focus	on	Cyber	Safety	and	getting	to	know	the	routines	in	whanau	Classes.	Thank	you	to	the		
 parents who made an effort to come along. 

Next	Tuesday,	16	March	there	is	a	PTA	meeting.	This	group	has	been	in	recess	for	a	number	of	years	and	I	would	like	to	get	it	up	and	
running	again.	Being	a	member	of	the	PTA	is	a	great	way	to	contribute	to	the	school	community	and	help	make	a	difference	in	the	
lives	of	all	learners	at	Menzies	College.		Please	come	along	and	join	us.
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English Department
I	have	had	the	pleasurable	task	of	observing	many	of	our	English	classrooms	over	the	last	few	weeks.	It	
always amazes me how creative both teachers and students can be when it comes to learning tasks and 
activities.	I	observed	students:
*   Creating ‘popsicle’ representations of themselves 
*			Creating	cover	letters	for	prospective	jobs
*			Working	co-operatively	in	groups	to	re-create	scenes	from	Macbeth	by	William	Shakespeare
*				Reading	and	discussing	a	different	play	(this	time	Romeo	and	Juliet)	and	unpacking	the	language	and																		
     different meanings and interpretations of words
*   Writing in a creative manner and discussing how to incorporate vocabulary and how to set a ‘scene’      
     in a realistic and believable manner
*			Learning	how	to	master	various	programmes	(for	example	‘In	Design’)	via	a	series	of	tutoring	videos
     produced through Screencastify

All	of	these	learning	activities	require	energy	and	thoughtful	planning	from	each	teacher	and	from	students.		We	need	buy-in,	trust	
and	also	their	own	energy.	We	are	lucky	here	at	Menzies	that	we	are	able	to	build	good,	solid	relationships	between	students	and	
teachers	which	enable	our	students	to	excel	in	this	subject	through	a	variety	of	learning	activities.

Housekeeping
We	have	issued	our	Year	Nine	and	Ten	students	with	language	skills	books.	These	will	
be	invaluable	as	we	begin	to	prepare	our	students	for	the	‘New	NCEA’	changes	which	
are looming and will be beneficial across many curriculum areas as the shift continues 
to	being	more	reliant	on	literacy-rich	assessment	material.	We	will	use	these	books	in	
class	(as	part	of	our	language	programme)	and	they	will	also	be	used	for	homework.	
Classroom teachers negotiate dates and often amounts of homework each week 
-	with	the	emphasis	being	on	students	managing	this	 themselves	and	having	open	
conversations	with	staff	on	those	weeks	when	there	just	simply	aren’t	enough	hours	
in the day!

The	101	English	class	have	also	been	issued	with	a	similar	study	guide,	which	much	like	the	Year	Nine	and	Ten	
books,	will	be	used	both	in	class	and	at	home	as	we	prepare	for	the	‘Unfamiliar	Text’	examination	in	November.	

If	you	have	any	questions	regarding	the	progress	of	your	son	/	daughter,	please	do	not	hesitate	to	contact	us.
On behalf of the English Department

Mrs Lucy McKelvie (HOD English)

   Steel players and participants in pre-season training  

Finally,	congratulations	to	Fleur	Egerton	on	her	appointment	as	an	English	teacher	at	Northern	Southland	College	starting	in	Term	
2.	Once	again	our	loss	is	a	gain	for	Northern	Southland	College	but	working	closer	to	home	will	halve	Fleur’s	commute.	We	will	be	
very	sorry	to	see	her	leave.	Fleur	has	built	positive	relationships	with	staff,	students	and	the	wider	community.	She	is	an	excellent	
teacher and a willing contributor to the wider life of the school. We are very fortunate to have had Fleur on our staff for over three 
years	and	wish	her	all	the	best	as	she	continues	to	grow	and	experience	new	challenges	in	her	teaching.

Nga mihi
Kath Luoni

Principal





Library
Slime by David Walliams  - Humour section WAL
Welcome	to	the	Isle	of	Mulch.	This	little	island	is	home	to	a	large	number	of	horrible	grown-ups.	
The	school,	the	local	park,	the	toy	shop	and	even	the	island's	ice-cream	van	are	all	run	by	awful	
adults who like nothing more than making children miserable. And the island is owned by the 
most	awful	one	of	all	-	Aunt	Greta	Greed!	Something	needs	to	be	done	about	them.	But	who	
could	be	brave	enough?	Meet	Ned	-	an	extraordinary	boy	with	a	special	power.	SLIMEPOWER!

A Bloke’s Book of Short Stories by David M Johns - Boys section JOH
In	this	book	of	short	stories,	you	are	invited	on	a	series	of	journeys:	hunting	deer	on	the	high	tops	and	farming	
in	the	Wanaka	area;	tramping	over	mountain	passes	in	the	Nelson	region;	tales	of	building,	fishing,	and	family	
times;	life	during	the	Great	Depression	of	the	1930’s;	and	opportunities	of	service	in	other	lands.		This	book	has	
a	true	Kiwi	flavour,	with	a	look	into	the	outbacks	of	New	Zealand	as	seen	through	the	eyes	of	a	family	man	with	
a	passion	for	the	wide	open	spaces	and	an	‘I’ll	give	it	a	go’	attitude.

Mrs Eileen Barnett
Librarian

Sports Department
Southland Secondary School Triathlon Championships
Well	done	to	our	team	of	26	fabulous	students	who	competed	last	Friday	at	the	Southland	Secondary	Schools	Triathlon	Champships	
in	Winton.	There	were	over	450	competitors	from	all	over	Southland	and	Otago.	For	most	students	it	was	their	first	triathlon	and	
every	one	gave	110%.	Special	thanks	to	the	parents	who	came	along	with	us	to	make	this	trip	possible.	

Congratulations to:
Dean	Stewart	-	2nd	U19	boys
Danyon	Ashman,	Lachlan	Dale	and	Hudson	Roy	-	1st	Year	8	boys	team
Maddison	Elliot,	Jake	Glynn	and	Max	McConchie	-	1st	Year	8	mixed	team

Mrs Margy Dale
Teacher in Charge

Athletics Day
A huge thank you to all the students and staff for the running of a successful athletics day last wednesday. The weather came out 
great,	we	saw	some	wonderful	house	spirit	and	some	great	performances	on	the	athletics	field.	We	had	five	students	break/equal	
records for the day which shows how well some are competing at this stage. 

We have 22 students competing at the Southland secondary schools athletics sports championships this Saturday at Surrey Park. 
We wish all the athletes good luck for their events.

Hayley Adam
Sports Co-ordinator

hayley.adam@menzies.school.nz

Careers/Transition Department
University Scholarships for Year 13 Students
MoneyHub,	 a	 consumer	 finance	website,	 has	published	 a	guide	 to	hundreds	of	 scholarships	 for	 any	 student	planning	 to	 start	
University	in	2022.	The	comprehensive	list	includes	scholarships	offered	by	every	University	as	well	as	those	specifically	available	to	
local	students.	A	list	of	privately-funded,	Maori,	Pacific	and	International	University	scholarships	completes	the	list.

Applications	close	throughout	the	year	with	tens	of	millions	of	dollars	available.	MoneyHub	has	also	published	a	 list	of	 tips	 for	
scholarship	success.	For	more	details	and	to	find	suitable	scholarships	visit	the	MoneyHub	Scholarship	page.

Stuart Clark
Careers/Transition Department



Community Notice
Edendale R.S.A. Education Scholarship
These	 scholarships	 have	 been	 established	 by	 the	 Edendale	 R.S.A.	 to	 assist	 students	 of	 the	 district	 (Wyndham/Edendale),	 past	
students	of	Menzies	College	or	direct	descendants	of	past	members	of	 the	Edendale	R.S.A.	 in	the	first,	second	or	third	years	of	
tertiary	study.		Applications	close	at	4pm	on	Wednesday	31	March	2021.		Application	packages	and	full	details	for	these	scholarships	
are now available from the school office. 

Important Dates
March  13 Southland Athletics
	 	 19	 Health	&	Safety	Course	-	Gateway
	 	 20	 Southland	Volleyball	Championships
	 	 24	 Year	8	HPV	Vaccinations
	 	 26	 School	Ball	(Friday)
	 	 	 Teacher	Only	Day

April  2-5	 Easter	(school	closed)
	 	 6	 Southland	Anniversary	Day	-	school		
   closed
	 	 8	 Year	9-10	Sexwise	Programme
  11 Southland Swimming Championships
	 	 12-15	 Year	12-13	Outdoor	Wanaka	Camp 
	 	 16	 Last	day	of	Term	1

May  3 First day Term 2
	 	 3-7	 Green	week	(no	outside		 	 	
   appointments to be made during this  
	 	 	 week)

If	you	have	any	queries	contact:
Nathan	Sutton	on	021	176	6994	or	
Tracey	McLellan	on	027	346	9554

Winter Kilts
It’s	getting	close	to	that	time	of	the	year	again	when	girls	need	to	wear	their	kilts.		Kilt	sizes	range	from	61	cm	to	117	cm	and	prices	
range	from	$175	to	$200	depending	on	the	size.		These	are	available	from	the	office.		We	have	ordered	more	82cm	and	87cm	as	they	
are	the	most	popular	but	we	do	have	some	supplies	of	all	other	sizes.	If	you	wish	to	bring	your	daughter	in	to	try	one	on,	feel	free	to	
do so and we can put it aside for you.  

Health News
A	case	of	head	lice	has	recently	been	reported	in	the	school.		There	is	no	cause	for	alarm.	Their	presence	is	no	reflection	on	a	student’s	
general health and the condition is easily cleared up.  Please check your child’s hair and get the necessary treatment if needed.


