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 Menzies College Information/Announcements are available 
on the Menzies College App

Download  SchoolAppsNZ from App Store or Google Play

Kia ora katoa

As I write this we once again face uncertainty around the Covid-19 situation and associated alert levels.  If there are changes we will 
communicate what is happening through email with backup notification on Facebook and App.

At this time of year teachers start putting pressure on students to work harder. Seniors are expected to put in work outside class 
to prepare for assessments and juniors are expected to be focused on learning and making progress. For some, what feels like a 
sudden shift in expectations comes as a surprise. There may be some failures as they adjust to higher expectations. That might look 
like not getting an assessment in on time, not achieving the grade they were aiming for or it might look like being removed from 
class for distracting others.  These failures are a chance to reflect and make changes. Help your child to avoid the temptation to 
blame others. Rather, help them think about what they can do differently. Sitting somewhere different, finding a new friend who 
encourages learning, asking the teacher for help and working a little bit harder each day, are all ways to make small changes that 
can add to big improvements. As always, if you have any concerns please speak to the Whanau Teacher, subject teacher or Dean.

Thank you to all the staff and students who helped promote the school last Wednesday. Open Evening is an important first step in 
transitioning Year 6 students to Menzies, it helps them and their Whanau feel comfortable about what comes next. There were many 
compliments about how well presented and friendly the guides and helpers were and how exciting and engaging the curriculum 
is now compared to when the parents attended school.

Last Thursday we had a team from the Ministry of Education visit to begin the Lower Mataura Valley’s participation in an initiative to 
improve educational outcomes for Maori followed by a hui for students on Friday. Thank you to everyone who took part. The team 
of presenters commented on how respectful and open to learning the community and students they worked with were. The next 
steps for our community is a launch around November and training for community members and students who would like to be 
part of the leadership training after that. I will email out a Google survey today for those that attended to give feedback and indicate 
if they are interested in doing the leadership training.

Congratulations to (L to R) Jamie Read, Sam Ramage and Ben Laurie 
who represented Eastern Southland in a recent Under 13 Basketball 
tournament in Dunedin.  The team were coached by Donna Wilkins 
and Peter Howes and had two wins and two narrow losses. 

Nga mihi nui
Kath Luoni

Principal



Important Dates
August  17  Attitude Programme - Year 7-13 Presention of various health topics
  19  Full school assembly
  24-25  Year 13 Chemistry Investigation - overnight in Dunedin
  26-27  Year 13 Outdoor Snow Camp, Wanaka
  31  Teacher Only Day (School closed)
  31 September 2 Sports Tournament Week

September  5  Menzies College School Ball
  9  Sports Photos
  25  Last day Term 3

Mavora Camp (7-10 December 2020)
This year, due to school closures etc. the end of year camp at Mavora will include both the Year 9 and 10 classes.  Each year group 
will have their own separate activities for the four days and as usual this will range from an overnight tramp/camp to kayaking and 
bushcraft activities. 

The anticipated cost of the camp is $170.  We understand that this year has seen some interesting challenges and appreciate that 
some parents/caregivers have already set up automatic payments in anticipation of this camp. If you feel the cost of $170 will be too 
difficult to manage all at once, the office suggests you start making automatic payments now which will go a long way to having 
the camp paid for before students go. Please contact Judy at the school office on 206 4979 or judy.gould@menzies.school.nz if you 
require any further information or wish to discuss your options.

As always with our camps, we are looking for parents/caregivers that are willing and able to come along and help out and also 
whether you can bring a 4WD vehicle. We will be in touch early next term to confirm if you are available.  If you have any questions 
please feel free to contact either Matt Cook or Fleur Egerton, Year 9 and 10 Deans - mcook@menzies.school.nz or 
fleur.egerton@menzies.school.nz

      Photos from previous camps

PB4L - Achievement Slip Draw
Congratulations to the following students and staff members for winning the achievement slip draw.  
Week ending 7 August - Juniors:  
Jack Ramage, Max McConachie, Jack Delaney, Bella Stewart and Mrs Sue Crighton. 
Week ending 14 August - Seniors: 
Nadine Martin, Brock Stuart, Maximus Ashman, Kimberley Simmons and Mrs Lucy McKelvie.

Your vouchers can be collected from the office.

School App
Important dates are now available on the school app.  Click on ‘Calendar’ to show important dates and events at the school.

To Download the Menzies College School App
Go to the App Store and search ‘SchoolAppsNZ’ and follow instructions.  The following picture shows what can be accessed through 
this App.



Wyndham Community Pool
The Wyndham Community Pool AGM will be held on Tuesday 18 August at 7.30 pm in the Menzies College staffroom.  All welcome. 
Apologies to wyndhampool@gmail.com

English Department
Sometimes it’s easy to think of a subject like English and assume that it’s a classroom where the teacher talks and writes information 
on the whiteboard which students then conscientiously copy into their books.  Perhaps that was an English classroom of the past. 
Today's English classroom requires students to actively engage in their learning and think critically about the topic which is up for 
discussion. Often we advise our students that it’s not about being ‘right or wrong’, it’s the quality of their argument which defines 
their grade - whether that student is in Year 9 or Year 13. 

Therefore, we thought we’d share with you a snippet of the learning activities which have taken place in 
the last two weeks within our department. Activities include: 

* Freeze framing key moments of a text followed by an ‘unpacking’ session. This is a great ‘moving 
 and thinking’ activity.
* Preparing for a debate - an activity which encourages students to take a stance and argue a case 
 (key for success in L3 exams).
* ‘Character on the Wall’ where students unpack a character and his / her key characteristics.
* Plot Scramble. In this activity, students are given a range of important plot moments which they
 have to order. There are great conversations about what happened, when and to whom during 
 this activity. 

With luck, these activities help our students to understand, reflect and grow within our classrooms. We certainly enjoy seeing our 
students work co-operatively in a variety of groups and pairings whilst knowing that they are learning valuable lessons within our 
subject and also important skills which will help them in the wider world.

      Seniors in English classes

ICAS English Competition
Applications for the ICAS English competition are now closed. We are thrilled to have a huge increase in participation this year.  

If you require any further information regarding the progress of your son/daughter please do not hesitate to get in touch.
On behalf of the English Department

Mrs Lucy McKelvie
Head of Department - English

Menzies College Bank Account Details:

Lost Property
A reminder to parents/caregivers to name your child’s uniform.  We have a collection of lost property in the office that we can not 
return to students due to being un-named. 




