
From the Principal’s Desk

29 May 2020

 Menzies College Information/Announcements are available 
on the Menzies College App

Download  SchoolAppsNZ from App Store or Google Play

Kia ora Katoa
It has been a real pleasure to see almost all students back and into routine this week. They have been very respectful of the new 
rules around hygiene and appear to be making up for lost time in most cases.  The attendance rate has been on average 89.25% for 
the last eight days. This is on par with what we expect at this time of year. The Ministry of Education are working with all schools to 
help return any reluctant students to school and data will be closely monitored so please inform the school if your child is going to 
be away. 

There have been some changes to normal operation with Cross Country being run on an altered course and on separate days. Last 
week Year 7 and 8 competed.  The results for the Under 13 section were: 
Boys: Hudson Roy 1st, Cooper Kennedy 2nd, Dante Dickson 3rd
Girls: Laurali McEwan 1st, Jessica Dodds 2nd, Ella Waldron 3rd 

This week Year 9 and 10 competed.  The results for the Under 14 section were:
Boys: Rueben Wilkinson 1st, Hunter Richards 2nd, Luke Bryson 3rd
Girls: Sophie Ferguson 1st, Olivia Perriam 2nd, Tessa Wishart 3rd
Next week Year 11-13 compete.

When days start to shorten and cool, non-regulation uniform begins to appear. This is not acceptable. Students know that if they 
are not in the correct uniform for any reason they need to bring a note from home and bring to the office. Where possible a uniform 
item will be lent to them for the day. We understand that the unusual situation with lock down may have prevented the purchase 
of uniform items such as school shoes and jerseys. If this is the case, then an extended period of time will be allowed to purchase 
the required uniform. The girls winter kilt and tights are optional but highly recommended. Students can choose when they wear 
this option.

We are currently looking at altering dates to ensure that students don’t miss out on the activities that contribute to the special 
character of the school. This includes an alternative date for the school Ball and having the last week of school (Monday 7–Thursday 
11 December) as a camp week for Year 7-10.  We are still working on where Prize Giving and Graduation ceremonies will fit in.

Winter sporting codes are now getting organised to start their competitions. Some will welcome this while others may be thinking 
‘why bother’ having enjoyed the break from rushing.  From my perspective, students’  involvement in sport has many benefits 
including fitness, friendship, belonging, pride and community building. These benefits are more wide spread than just the individual.  
Please think twice before allowing your child to drop out of a team they have made a commitment to. If there are obstacles such as 
transport or finances, please let team management know so they can help solve the problems. The last thing we want is for teams 
to be forced out of competition through lack of numbers.

continued



PB4L - Achievement Slip Draw
Congratulations to the following students and staff members for winning the achievement slip draw.  Last week there was more 
than one draw due to the lockdown.

Week ending 22 May
Seniors: Sherlene Novo, Maximus Ashman, Molly Burgess, Tiyla McNaught, Tom Ayers, Brock Stuart, Rexanne Wilson-Hemara 
and Nadine Martin.
Juniors: Emily Crump, Kimberly McDonald, Bella Stewart, Laurali McEwen, Sophie Leitch, Ciaran O’Connell, Shaelin Moir and 
Ben Currie.
Staff: Mr S Pearce, Mr L Hayes, Mr E Dakin, Ms K Clark.

Week ending 29 May
Juniors:  Sophie Leitch, Scout Hand, Liana Gauldie, Alex Johnston and Ms Louise Youngson.  
Your vouchers can be collected from the office.

Whanau Conferences will be held in June. Year 7 and 8 parents/caregivers will meet with their child and the Home Room Teacher 
during the day between 9am-3.15pm from 8-12 June.  Year 9 to13 parents will meet with Whanau Teachers on Wednesday 17 June  
from 3.20pm to 7pm. These meetings are an important way to support your child’s learning. If you are not available at the times 
stated above, staff will follow up with you to make alternative appointments.  Please see the information below about how to make 
a booking. 

Nga mihi nui
Kath Luoni

Principal

Learning Conferences
Week 7:   8-12 June for Years 7 & 8
Week 8:   Wednesday 17June for Years 9-13
Conferences about student learning will be held for Year 7 and 8 students in Week 7 of Term 2 starting on Monday 8 June. These 
conferences will be with the Year 7 or 8 Home Room Teacher and run during the school day (9am to 3.15 pm). Parents/caregivers 
go to the classroom to meet the teacher and their child then go to the library for the conference.  Each conference lasts 15 minutes. 
All other students will have Whanau conferences on Wednesday 17 June  from 3.20 pm to 7pm with a tea break for staff between 
5 and 6pm.

These Whanau Conferences are 20 minutes long and involve a discussion about the learner as a whole.  Information will be shared 
from subject teachers and student reflection, as well as data on attendance, Managing Self and Relating to Others. There will be an 
opportunity to discuss student learning as a whole and set goals that the Whanau teacher will help the student monitor as the year 
progresses. If there is a need to meet with a particular teacher this can be discussed at the Whanau teacher conference.  If you are 
unable to attend either conference, teachers will be in contact with you to arrange another time to meet.

Please follow the instructions below to make bookings.
To book the conference for parents and caregivers of Year 7 and 8 students:
1. Go to: www.schoolinterviews.co.nz 
2. Click on “Make a Booking”
3. Use the code wsbhq– all lower case 
4. You will be asked to enter an email address; this must be the same as the address that the school uses to communicate  
 with you
5. Fill in caregiver and student details
6. Select your child’s teacher 7LH – Lachie Hayes, 7SJ – Samantha Johnstone, 7LL - Lesley Lee, 8BY – Barbara Cowley, 
 8CL – Carl Lambert
7. Select a time to meet (conference times are 15 minutes in length)
8. Bookings close on Thursday 4 June to give the school time to organise relievers
9. If you do not have access to the internet please contact the school office and they will make a booking for you

To book the conference for parents and caregivers of Year 9 - 13 students:
1. Go to: www.schoolinterviews.co.nz 
2. Click on “Make a Booking”
3. Use the code vjrp9– all lower case 
4. You will be asked to enter an email address; this must be the same as the address that the school uses to communicate  
 with you
5. Fill in caregiver and student details
6. Select your child’s Whanau teacher (students know which Whanau teacher they are meeting with)
7. Select a time to meet (conference times are 20 minutes in length)
8. If you do not have access to the internet please contact the school office and they will make a booking for you



METHODS OF EXPRESSING A CONCERN TO MENZIES COLLEGE 

Please follow this procedure if you have a concern regarding the schooling  
of a family member who attends Menzies College 

Essential 
Considerations 

Please let us know early 
rather than let an issue 

build up 

Our aim is to be 
fair to everybody 

We will be as fair 
and consistent as 

possible 

If you feel uncertain about 
approaching the school on 
your own you can bring a 
support person with you 

Procedure 

Decide—Is this  A General Concern A Classroom Concern 

Either 

Make an  
appointment to 
see the teacher 

Visit the teacher 
to tell them what 
your concern is 

This works best if 
both parties are 
trying to find a 

solution 

Matter resolved 

Or 

Give an indication 
of what you are  

concerned about 

Means the teach-
er can have the 
necessary infor-

mation  
available 

If after this  
process you feel 
the matter needs 
more attention 

Make an appoint-
ment to see: The 
Principal, Deputy 
Principal, Assistant 
Principal 

Appointments are  
important so that these 
people can plan to give 

you the time your  
concern deserves 

They will listen to 
your concerns 

They may seek advice from an 
external agency such as STA, 

PPTA, MOE, the Police or other  
appropriate Government Agency 

They will gather information, 
make a decision and  

communicate this back to you. 

If necessary they will 
organise a meeting 
between the parties 

with a trained  
mediator 

Matter resolved 

If after this process 
you feel the matter 

has not been 
resolved, you should 

write to the  
Chairperson of the 
BOT setting out the  

relevant details 
Successful Resolution of Concern with Result in 

Facts being investigated 
and clarified 

Mutual agreement  
being obtained 

Strategies being set 
in place if required 

BOT Chairperson 
will follow a set 

procedure 



Library News
We are looking for a copy of Zig Zag edited by William Taylor.  It's a NZ book which we cannot 
find through publishers, book sellers, trade me and many other sites that sell books. If it's a book 
you have that we could purchase we would love to hear from you.  Our old copy is held together 
with tape and glue and the pages are looking very brown. 

Please contact Eileen Barnett - email ebarnett@menzies.school.nz or ring 032064979 ext 830.  
Thank you. 

Eileen Barnett
Librarian

MENZIES COLLEGE - CANTEEN PRICE LIST 2020

Chicken Rolls 2.50$       
Sandwich 2.50$       Daily Specials
Spaghetti Toastie 2.50$       (Check the board)
Cheese Toastie/Mousetrap 2.50$       Hot Salad Style Wraps 6.00$      
Butter Chicken Pie 4.50$       Macaroni Cheese 4.00$      
Jimmys Mince Pie 4.50$       Chicken Fettucine 5.00$      
American Hot Dog 3.50$       Sausage Rolls 4.50$      
Apricot/Chicken Wrap 4.50$       Fried Rice 5.00$      
Cordon Bleu 3.00$       Chicken/Beef Noodles 5.00$      
Pork Riblet Wrap (Hot) 4.50$       Butter Chicken 5.00$      
Bacon & Egg Wrap (Hot) 4.50$       Tomato Pasta Bake 4.00$      
Burgers 5.00$       Lasange 5.00$      
Chicken Tenders 1.00$       Chicken & Rice 5.00$      
Mega Cheese Rolls 3.00$       Nachos 5.00$      
Cheese Roll 1.00$       Paprika Chicken 3.50$      
Garlic Bread 1.50$       Potato Bake 4.50$      
Hash Brown 1.00$       
Wedges 3.00$       
Sour cream/relish/chilli sauce (each) 0.50$       
Doritos/Corn Chips 2.50$       
Waffles 2.50$       
Rookie Cookie 1.00$       

Drinks/Icecreams
Water - Pump 3.50$       
Milkshake 4.00$       
Milkshake with icecream 5.00$       
Barista Bros Milkshakes 4.50$       
Calci strong milkshake - carton 2.50$       
Mill Orchard (Juice) - 400ml 3.50$       
Coke - No Sugar 3.50$       
A range of ice creams/ice blocks 
      available from $1.70 - $4.00
Iced Tea 3.50$       
Chocolate Brownie/Slices/Muffins 2.50$       
Juicies 1.50$       

EFT-POS IS AVAILABLE AT THE CANTEEN
EFFECTIVE FROM MONDAY 10/2/20



Sports Department
Return of Sports at Menzies College 
With the latest restrictions around gatherings now being lifted to 100 in a group we are excited to announce the return of sports at 
Menzies College. We are aware of the many considerations you will have to take into account around your son/daughter returning 
to sport. These could be the length of the season versus the cost of the season, availability of funds to cover sporting costs and 
safety of your son/daughter from contracting Covid 19.

We ask that you have this open conversation with your son/daughter so when asked at school by their respective sporting codes 
if they are available this season they are able to give an answer. More specific information will be given out in due course from the 
winter sporting codes but the general format for this season is as follows:

Some winter codes, namely Netball and Basketball have elected for grading games to occur in the last two weeks of this term  - 
Monday 22 June onwards. The actual competitive season for most winter codes would start at the beginning of Term 3 Monday 20 
July and run for all of Term 3 ending the week of Monday 21 September.  If you have any questions or we can support you in any 
way please feel free to contact me at school on (03) 2064979 or email mkerslake@menzies.school.nz 

Menzies Basketball
With Basketball looking like it will start at the beginning of Term 3 we are excited to offer students another chance to impress on 
the court. Unfortunately with a number of staff that were involved with Basketball last year no longer at school we are looking 
for any parents/caregivers that may be able to offer assistance through managing or coaching a Basketball team this year. If you 
are interested please contact myself at school so we can continue to offer this opportunity for the students on (03) 2064979 or 
mkerslake@menzies.school.nz 

Mark Kerslake
Head of Department - Health & Physical Education

Years 7-9 Option Changes
A reminder that these will change over next Tuesday 2 June.  All this information is available on the EDGE app.  Just adjust the 
calendar to show you next week’s date.

Important Dates
June 1 Queen’s Birthday Observance
 3 Year 11-13 Cross Country
 8 Year 8 HPV Vaccinations
 8-12 Year 7 & 8 Conferences
 15-19 Green Week (no appointments to be made)
 17 Whanau Conferences
 23 Incubator Visit

July 3 Last day of Term 2
 20 First day back Term 3
 27-31 Green week (no appointments to be made)




