
From the Principal’s Desk
20 March 2020

 Menzies College Information/Announcements are available 
on the Menzies College App

Download  SchoolAppsNZ from App Store or Google Play

Kia ora
Gazing out the window of my office I can see Year 13 Peer Support Leaders interacting with Year 7 students on a beautiful autumn 
day. I hear laughter and see fun and games. It reminds me of the superb job our students do in spreading the positive culture 
that makes Menzies College a wonderful school to be educated in. Students have been calm and understanding in the face of 
unprecedented cancellation and postponement of sporting and cultural activities that directly impact them. The rational is to 
minimise non-essential contact.  The latest advice from the Ministry of Education at the time of writing this is, schools will remain 
open.  We are in the process of preparing to provide teaching and learning to students using Google Classroom if the situation 
changes. If we are directed to close, the Google Classrooms will become operational. Unless there are extenuating circumstances it 
is unwise to remove students from school.

With so much information and misinformation swirling around about COVID-19 I want to share with you what will happen if we 
were to have a case in our school community. We have been planning for this and are in a position to respond quickly.  As soon as 
a case is confirmed in our immediate school community (eg. a student, staff member or member of their household), the Medical 
Officer of Health and Ministry of Education will inform me about this and we will work together to get quick and clear messaging 
out to you.  If there was a case confirmed of someone in our school we will likely be asked to close temporarily by the Medical Officer 
of Health. This will allow time for close contacts to be traced, appropriate testing to be undertaken and a careful clean of the school 
to be undertaken.  If our school does need to close temporarily we have a plan in place to support student’s learning.  We know 
COVID-19 feels scary and of course people are concerned for the wellbeing of their children. Please be assured that with no case 
confirmed in our school, your children are safe here.
 
Good hygiene is a priority and we are reinforcing this regularly with all students and staff. We know that practicing good hygiene 
is still the best thing we can all do to prevent illness.  We are getting the most up to date advice and guidance so that we can 
confidently make informed decisions about the safety and wellbeing of our school community.  

Events like this remind everyone how important it is to be able to communicate reliable information. We will be using the Menzies 
College School App and emails as the first points of contacting families directly. If you have not already downloaded the School App 
for Menzies College or updated your email contact, please do it now.

While we are on the topic of communicating we plan to phase out the physical printing of the newsletter at the end of this year. 
These are already available on the Menzies College School App and the Menzies College Website. There are only 66 students who 
have indicated they still need a physical newsletter.  There is further information on this over the page.

Finally, please encourage everyone in your whanau to follow the preventative advice around good hygiene practices in an effort to 
reduce the spread of all illness.  

Nga mihi  mahana
Kath Luoni, Principal



Loyalty Programme - Young Reflections
Young Reflections have started a new loyalty programme which 
our school can benefit from. They take orders online as well as over 
the counter purchases and their website is updated daily.  Just 
nominate our school when making a purchase. Your support of 
this programme would be appreciated.  Thank you.

Important Dates
March  24  Sex Wise presentation
  25  HPV 1st vaccination  (Year 8)
  31 March Otago University Liaison visit 1pm

April   9  Last day Term 1
  10  Easter - Good Friday
  27  ANZAC Day Observance
  28  First day Term 2

Exiting during school hours
* Students living in Wyndham who go home for lunch are required to bring a letter of permission from home so 
 Mr Wilkinson can issue a lunch pass.  
* Students are not permitted to go to the shops to buy lunch - we have a canteen on sight for this purpose.
* Any students needing to leave school during school hours are required to bring a note and must sign out at the office.

Printing of Newsletter
We are in the process of ascertaining how many parents/caregivers require a printed copy of the school newsletter.  In this day of 
modern technology a large number of people receive them via the school app.  They are also emailed home if requested and can be 
seen on the Menzies website.  The aim is to stop printing hard copies for parents/caregivers (unless specifically asked for) by the end 
of the year.  We assume the majority of families will not require one but if you would still like to receive it, it would be appreciated if 
you could let the school know.  Thank you for your assistance.

To Give Away
We have a number of HP Inkjet cartridges that are no longer 
used at school.  These fit HP Photo Smart printers:
3110, 3310, 8230, C5180, C6180, C6280, C7180, C7280, 
C8180, D6160, D7160, D7260, D7360, D7460.

If these are just what you need, please contact the office.

PB4L - Achievement Slip Draw
Congratulations to the following students and staff 
members for winning the achievement slip draw:
Week ending 13 March: Abby van der Straaten, Caleb 
Gibbs, Sidney Poole, Baylee Wilson and Mr Jonnie Brown
Week ending 20 March:  Jacklyn Orr, Stanley Crump, 
Myah Dean, Jessica Dodds and senior duty student 
Nadine Martin.

Your vouchers can be collected from the office.



Adventure Racing
Te Anau Enduro 
On Saturday 7 March six keen multisport athletes travelled to Te Anau where they took part in the four hour Enduro event. Ethan 
Stewart, Abby van der Straaten and Logan van der Straaten decided to concentrate on the mountain biking. The track was a 
challenging course covering 10.5km and was on a mix of gravel, grass and forest trails. They managed to complete seven laps in 
the four hours. They finished in seventh place in the Secondary Schools Mixed team event with the winning team finishing on eight 
laps – a close competition coming down to lap times. 

Evie Bradfield, Daisy Stewart and Amy van der Straaten took part in the Secondary Schools Female team event and each completed 
one lap of the challenging mountain bike course before switching to the running course. The run was 4.5km with a mix of gentle 
undulating well-formed tracks. Evie and Daisy completed one lap (running together) with Amy finishing off with a lap on her own. 
During the four hours they managed to complete five laps finishing in fourth place in this event.  A great effort from all involved!

Menzies 1 – Logan van der Straaten, Ethan Stewart & Abby van der Straaten   Menzies 2 – Amy van der Straaten, Evie Bradfield & Daisy Stewart

Menzies College Musac Edge Parent Portal & School App
Edge Parent Portal
1. Go to the home page of the Menzies College Website http://www.menzies.school.nz/ find the Hotlinks and Downloads  
 part and click on the edge login to the parent portal link. It will take you to the screen shown below:

2. Your login is the email address that Menzies College has on file. If you do not remember which it is then please contact  
 Menzies College office to check. If you have not given Menzies College your email you will not be able to log in.
3. First time login you need to click on ‘forgot password’. You will be emailed a temporary password.
4. Put your temporary password in. You will then be asked to change the password to something permanent.

To Download the Menzies College School App
Go to the App Store and search ‘SchoolAppsNZ’ and follow instructions.  The following picture shows what can be accessed through 
this App.



Sports Department
Coronavirus Update
We have been advised by our regional sports co-ordinator that all Term 1 sports events and organised competitions have 
been cancelled.  For more information please contact your local sporting body.  Term 2 sports codes are awaiting the 
development of the current situation and more information will be available next term.

Athletics
My congratulations to all those who participated at our school Athletic Championships. It was a good day and as always it was great 
to see the students support their House.  Thank you to all the parents who turned up to support their sons and daughters on the 
day, it was great to see you there.

The following students gained the honour of being named the school athletic champion in their age group and will receive a trophy 
at the end of the year prize giving:

   Boy    Girl
U12    Leo Lenssen   Laurali McEwen
U13   Hapai Winiata   Savanah Costello 
U14   Luke Bryson   Sophie Ferguson
U15   Max Bryson   Josie McLellan 
U16   Dylan Adams   Brianna Ferguson
U19.5   Keegan Knapp   Rhylee McGregor

As always the day was about earning points for their House and the following results represent the placings of the House at the end 
of all events.  This included many students putting in extra effort to compete in the 1500m, 3000m and Triple Jump which was run 
at other times throughout the week after the athletics. This year there was a clear leader but it was a very close battle for 2nd to 4th 
placings with only 116 pts separating the Houses:

1st – Totara – 703 points
2nd – Rata – 580 points
3rd – Matai – 521 points
4th – Rimu – 464 points

Southland Secondary School Athletics
On Saturday 14 March a dedicated group of students headed down to Surrey Park to compete against all the secondary schools 
in Southland. It was a glorious day on a brand new track along with a new Shot Put sandpit. The facilities were looking great and 
although numbers were down on last year there were some outstanding performances resulting in several records being broken. 
Our students performed well and we were very proud of them including several new students who took the challenge to compete 
for the first time. As a school we finished fifth in the Athletic Cup that all secondary schools compete in. Congratulations to the 
following students on their achievements:

Sophie Ferguson – 2nd 80m Hurdles, 6th Triple Jump, 4th 400m, 13th Discus
Tessa Wishart – 16th 100m, 18th Long Jump
Liana Gauldie – 12th 100m, 9th Long Jump, 6th 400m 
Josie McLellan – 10th 100m, 5th Long Jump, 8th 200m, 2nd 80m Hurdles
Rayden Kaahu-Wright – 4th Shotput, 1st Javelin, 15th Long Jump
Brianna Ferguson – 1st 80m Hurdles, 3rd 800m, 3rd 400m, 4th Triple Jump
Paige Loveridge – 13th High Jump, 15th Long Jump, 14th Discus
Olivia Perriam – 6th Discus, 14th Long Jump, 3rd 400m
Alexis Tahana-Payne – 7th Discus, 6th Shot Put
Bryan Bennett – 20th 100m, 8th Javelin, 6th Discus
U15 Girls Relay – 3rd Sophie Ferguson, Liana Gauldie, Olivia Perriam, Josie McLellan

Congratulations to Marlin Bennett (Year 7) who recently attended the 2020 NZ Juniors Swimming 
Competition in Timaru. Marlin participated in the 100m Individual Medley - placed 21st out of 42 
swimmers; 50m Freestyle - placed 3rd at Festival, 200m Freestyle - placed 9th out of 21 swimmers; 4 x 50m 
Freestyle relay personal best time: 30.82 (-1.13sec); 100m Freestyle - placed 4th out of 31 swimmers and 4 
x 50m Medley Relay personal best time: 30.15 (0.67sec).  Well done Marlin!

Mark Kerslake
Head of Department - Sport



From the Principal’s Desk
21 February 2020

 Menzies College Information/Announcements are available 
on the Menzies College App

Download  SchoolAppsNZ from App Store or Google Play

Kia ora
Welcome to the 2020 school year. This newsletter is a week later than planned due to the 
disruptions caused by fl ooding and we are aware that some families in our school community 
were hit hard by fl ooding.  We hope that your lives are returning to normal and that there is 
help at hand for the clean-up. We are glad that our Year 11 and 12 students were able to be of 
assistance with cleaning up and grateful that Menzies College remained high and dry. 

There have been a number of staffi  ng changes over the holidays with six new staff  joining our 
ranks. We welcome Sabin Perkins in the Home Economics and Hospitality area, Karen Clark 
joins the Science Department, Adele Price joins the Science and Maths Department, Wendy Ritson is our new Art specialist, Lachlan 
Hayes is one of our new Year 7 teachers and Sarah White is the other new Year 7 teacher while we advertise to fi ll the position 
permanently. We are extremely grateful for the quality of the teachers we have been able to recruit and look forward to working 
alongside them.

Other staffi  ng changes include Pete Wilkinson being appointed as the new Deputy Principal also Louise Youngson and Carl Lambert 
taking on some responsibilities in the Senior Leadership team while we wait to recruit a new Assistant Principal. 

If you are not already aware, Hayley Adams gave birth to a son, Charlie on 19 January and we are eagerly awaiting the news of Katie 
Keil’s baby within the next week.

This year the Ministry of Education has extended the ‘Nurses in Schools’ programme to allow them to do Year 9 Health checks. This 
initiative is much like the Plunket ‘Well Child’ service. We are expecting it to start by the end 
of term and will seek parent permission for the checks.

On Wednesday we had the fi rst offi  cial school assembly with the newly formed school 
council informing students what their roles are.  The student council is ably led by our head 
students Ezekiel Johnston-Brown (left) and Georgia Walker (right).

Last week we had Year 12 students at Hope Arm Camp and Year 13 Students at Edenview 
for a Leadership camp. As always, we are very grateful to our community for helping out at 
these camps. They are not only an important part of the Menzies College special character, 

but also a great way for parents to get to know other parents and their children’s friends. As you will have read in the letter sent 
home at the beginning of the year, camps have become a fi nancial risk to the school because we have opted in to the donations 
scheme. They are one item we can ask for a donation for so please pay for these camps otherwise we may not be able to run them 
in the future.

continued over page

Community Notices
Edendale R.S.A. Education Scholarships
These scholarships have been established by the Edendale R.S.A. to assist students of the district (i.e. Edendale, Brydone, Menzies 
Ferry, Seaward Downs and Spurhead) or direct descendants of present or past members of the Edendale R.S.A. in the first, second 
or third years of tertiary study.  Applications close at 4pm on Friday 27 March 2020.  Full details are available from the Menzies 
College office.

‘Love Local’ is passionate about improving the health and well-being of our community.  
We provide a weekly fruit and vegetable service which we will deliver free of charge each 
Wednesday to your school.  We support local growers, where possible, to bring you the 
freshest produce possible. To check out our products, go to lovelocal.org.nz – here you can 
order bags or gift vouchers.  

We also have available our Healthy Whanau scheme, which provides below cost bags to families with a community services card or 
gold card – if this sounds like you, email nicole@lovelocal.org.nz to get an application form. 

Once a term, I intend to drop off a fruit and vege bag for Mrs Luoni to give away – I am happy for it to be a random draw or a family 
specifically selected.  

Nicole Elliott
‘Love Local’

MENZIES COLLEGE - CANTEEN PRICE LIST 2020

Chicken Rolls 2.50$       
Sandwich 2.50$       Daily Specials
Spaghetti Toastie 2.50$       (Check the board)
Cheese Toastie/Mousetrap 2.50$       Hot Salad Style Wraps 6.00$      
Butter Chicken Pie 4.50$       Macaroni Cheese 4.00$      
Jimmys Mince Pie 4.50$       Chicken Fettucine 5.00$      
American Hot Dog 3.50$       Sausage Rolls 4.50$      
Apricot/Chicken Wrap 4.50$       Fried Rice 5.00$      
Cordon Bleu 3.00$       Chicken/Beef Noodles 5.00$      
Pork Riblet Wrap (Hot) 4.50$       Butter Chicken 5.00$      
Bacon & Egg Wrap (Hot) 4.50$       Tomato Pasta Bake 4.00$      
Burgers 5.00$       Lasange 5.00$      
Chicken Tenders 1.00$       Chicken & Rice 5.00$      
Mega Cheese Rolls 3.00$       Nachos 5.00$      
Cheese Roll 1.00$       Paprika Chicken 3.50$      
Garlic Bread 1.50$       Potato Bake 4.50$      
Hash Brown 1.00$       
Wedges 3.00$       
Sour cream/relish/chilli sauce (each) 0.50$       
Doritos/Corn Chips 2.50$       
Waffles 2.50$       
Rookie Cookie 1.00$       

Drinks/Icecreams
Water - Pump 3.50$       
Milkshake 4.00$       
Milkshake with icecream 5.00$       
Barista Bros Milkshakes 4.50$       
Calci strong milkshake - carton 2.50$       
Mill Orchard (Juice) - 400ml 3.50$       
Coke - No Sugar 3.50$       
A range of ice creams/ice blocks 
      available from $1.70 - $4.00
Iced Tea 3.50$       
Chocolate Brownie/Slices/Muffins 2.50$       
Juicies 1.50$       

EFT-POS IS AVAILABLE AT THE CANTEEN
EFFECTIVE FROM MONDAY 10/2/20




