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Kia ora
Welcome to the 2020 school year. This newsletter is a week later than planned due to the 
disruptions caused by flooding and we are aware that some families in our school community 
were hit hard by flooding.  We hope that your lives are returning to normal and that there is 
help at hand for the clean-up. We are glad that our Year 11 and 12 students were able to be of 
assistance with cleaning up and grateful that Menzies College remained high and dry. 

There have been a number of staffing changes over the holidays with six new staff joining our 
ranks. We welcome Sabin Perkins in the Home Economics and Hospitality area, Karen Clark 
joins the Science Department, Adele Price joins the Science and Maths Department, Wendy Ritson is our new Art specialist, Lachlan 
Hayes is one of our new Year 7 teachers and Sarah White is the other new Year 7 teacher while we advertise to fill the position 
permanently. We are extremely grateful for the quality of the teachers we have been able to recruit and look forward to working 
alongside them.

Other staffing changes include Pete Wilkinson being appointed as the new Deputy Principal also Louise Youngson and Carl Lambert 
taking on some responsibilities in the Senior Leadership team while we wait to recruit a new Assistant Principal. 

If you are not already aware, Hayley Adams gave birth to a son, Charlie on 19 January and we are eagerly awaiting the news of Katie 
Keil’s baby within the next week.

This year the Ministry of Education has extended the ‘Nurses in Schools’ programme to allow them to do Year 9 Health checks. This 
initiative is much like the Plunket ‘Well Child’ service. We are expecting it to start by the end 
of term and will seek parent permission for the checks.

On Wednesday we had the first official school assembly with the newly formed school 
council informing students what their roles are.  The student council is ably led by our head 
students Ezekiel Johnston-Brown (left) and Georgia Walker (right).

Last week we had Year 12 students at Hope Arm Camp and Year 13 Students at Edenview 
for a Leadership camp. As always, we are very grateful to our community for helping out at 
these camps. They are not only an important part of the Menzies College special character, 

but also a great way for parents to get to know other parents and their children’s friends. As you will have read in the letter sent 
home at the beginning of the year, camps have become a financial risk to the school because we have opted in to the donations 
scheme. They are one item we can ask for a donation for so please pay for these camps otherwise we may not be able to run them 
in the future.

continued over page



By the time you read this newsletter the GF Walker awards will be over. They are a way of recognising students who gained Merit and 
Excellence Subject Endorsements and overall Endorsements in the external exams at the end of last year.  You will find enclosed the 
list of recipients and whilst they have all done really welI, I do want to single out Sarah Andrews for gaining a subject Scholarship 
in Painting. This is a testament to her talent, determination and perseverance and also an indication of the quality teaching she has 
received since  starting Menzies at Year 7. 

NCEA results are stunning with 75 subject endorsements at Merit level and 34 at Excellence level. There were 19 Overall Merit 
endorsements and 13 Overall Excellence endorsements. What is even more pleasing is that these endorsements are spread across 
all subjects.  In summary capable and hardworking students are being taught by capable and hardworking teachers and reaping the 
rewards. The Principal’s Cup trophies for best external performance at Year 11 went to Brianna Ferguson, Year 12 Sophie Johnston 
and Year 13 Sarah Andrews. Congratulations to these three students who all epitomize what it means to ‘Strive for Excellence’ – the 
PB4L value we will focus on this year.

                        Brianna Ferguson                 Sophie Johnston              Sarah Andrews
Next week on Wednesday we would love to see you at our Athletics day as we encourage all of our students to strive for personal 
excellence.

Nga mihi
Kath Luoni, Principal

Senior School
Year 13 Camp at Edenview
Once again the best ever camp experience happened at Edenview. Our Year 13 students were very efficient at organising menus, 
purchasing groceries and preparing meals. Peer support training was expertly lead by Mrs Keil and Mrs Lee. All of the students who 
participated have since taken their first session with their Peer Support groups. They are organised and dedicated to the task. We 
had many guest speakers during the camp to share their experiences. Five past students (Kim Heads, Rhiannon Gorman, Lauren 
Story, Michael Moncur and Hannah Wallis) spoke about good things and gave lots of advice to the group. It was pleasing to see 
common themes of being organised, setting goals, surrounding yourself with good people and looking after your wellbeing. 
Phil Snedden kicked off the goal setting session as he shared his process and extensive goal setting list with our students. 
Mana Harrison from Evolve Gym came to camp on the final morning and talked about his upbringing.  He had an extremely 
powerful message about being in charge of your own journey and that it is up to you to decide what happens next. Other activities 
we completed at camp were team building activities, duty organisation, investigating ways to give back to the college, goal setting 
and action planning.

It was great to be able to have first the use of the Menzies College BBQ trailer.  Thanks to Mr Cook and his Metal Technology classes 
for making it - this is a great asset for the College.  Thank you to Mr Lewis and Mr Wilkinson that attended camp and lead activities 
and also to Mrs Luoni and Mrs Dale for staying overnight with us.

         Students cooking on the new BBQ              Students with Mana Harrison  Students on the steps at Edenview Camp

Year 13 Duty
If you call the school office at interval you are very likely to hear a cheerful Year 13 voice on the end of the line. Year 13 students 
have jumped at the chance to cover office duty every interval. They are also on gate duty every lunch time and will check that the 
only students who go up the street at lunchtime either have a lunch pass or have a signed note that has been counter signed by 
someone from the college office.

NZQA
If your child wishes to ‘challenge’ a grade received in an exam paper you now have until 28 February to do this. NZQA have extended 
the deadline due to exam papers taking longer than expected to be returned to students. The process for requesting a ‘re-mark’ can 
be found via the student NZQA portal.

Pete Wilkinson
Deputy Principal



English Department
We were thrilled with the outstanding results gained by our NCEA classes last year and wish those heading into University education 
all the very best for your future. After a tumultuous start to the academic year, it is wonderful to finally be in the classroom and 
beginning new learning journeys with our students.  As such, we are excited to be showcasing Shakespeare to our Year Nine and Ten 
classes this term. With all classes being on the same learning journey we hope that the plays can become less daunting and more 
accessible.  With this in mind we have two exciting activities planned for our students.

Firstly, on Thursday 19 March we will travel to Gore and view the National Theatre screening of A Midsummer Night’s Dream. We 
are really excited to be able to show our students what a Shakespearean play really ‘looks’ like.  Letters (with relevant details and 
permission forms) will be sent home next week. We would appreciate the prompt return of the paperwork please.

Secondly, on Tuesday 7 April we will be holding a Shakespearean Feast with our Year 9 and 10 classes. This will involve students 
wearing appropriate costumes (either for their play or of the time, i.e. Elizabethan), a shared feast and each class will perform a short 
play/skit linked to their play. We’re hoping that this will be a fun and entertaining way to round off a great term of learning.

Pictured here are members of 9LM learning about the structure of Early Modern society. The girls look 
suitably unimpressed because under the patriarchal system which operated back then, they would 
have no power or say in their lives)

Housekeeping
With the change to funding within our school we have adapted our homework programme. The Year 9 and 10 students will now 
either print off or be given a series of homework sheets by their English teacher. These homework sheets are also accessible via the 
Google Classroom. We ask that these be stuck into a spare 1B8 / exercise book or alternatively students may wish to store them in 
a clearfile.

If you have any questions regarding the progress of your son / daughter, please do not hesitate to contact us.

   101 English students working in a group activity based on The Last Samurai

Lucy McKelvie
On behalf of the English Department

   Head of Department - English



New Staff Profiles
Name:  Sabin Perkins
Position:  Hospitality teacher
Subjects Teaching this year:  Metalwork, Hospitality
Interests/Hobbies:  Classic cars, restoring cars
Currently Reading:  ‘Talking books’ as I travel 230 kms to work each day

   Name:  Karen Clark 
   Position:  Science/Biology teacher
   Subjects Teaching this year:  Year 9 & 10 Science & Year 11 101Science
   Interests/Hobbies:  Gardening and arts & crafts
   Currently Reading:  ‘Hogfather ‘by Terry Pratchett
   Recommended Books:  Any Discoworld books by Terry Pratchett or ‘Tiddler’ by Julia Donaldson
    if reading to my 7 year old daugher

Name: Position:  Wendy Ritson
Subjects Teaching this year: Visual Art (painting, printmaking, mixed media, and drawing skills)
Interests/Hobbies:   Gardening,travel, tramping and doing anything creative
Currently Reading:  ‘Blue Moon’ by Lee Child’s. I really enjoyed reading the Jack Reacher series.
Recommended Books:   ‘Cross Stitch’ by Diana Gabaldon; ‘Point Blanc’ (Alex Rider Series) by 
Anthony Horowitz; ‘The Shed Magazine’ (some fantastic practical articles on a range of topics, 
woodturning, metal work, glass, engineering, joinery etc).

   
   Name:   Lachie Hayes
   Position:  Year 7 Homeroom teacher
   Subjects Teaching this year:  English, Maths, Social Sciences, Te-Reo Maori
   Interests/Hobbies:  Music, old movies, playing darts

Name:  Adele Price
Position:  Teacher
Subjects Teaching this year:  Junior Science & Maths 101
Interests/Hobbies:  Paddling, knitting, gardening & food
Currently Reading:  ‘Simple Yotam Ottolenghi’ (Recipe book)
Recommended Books:  Any books by Tamora Pierce or Sara Donati

Important Dates
February 24  Year 7 Vision testing
  25  Southland Tennis Champs
  2  Athletics
  27  Athletics Cancellation date

March  2-6  Green week (Interruption free week)
  6  Lincoln University Liaison visit
  7-8  Paddles Up
  10  First Aid - Gateway & ADEX students
  14  Southland athletics
  16-20  Green week (Interruption free week)
  23  Incubator visit to Southland Hospital
  24  Sex Wise presentation
  25  HPV 1st vaccination  (Year 8)
  30 - 2 April  Year 12-13 Adventure Wanaka camp
  31 March Otago University Liaison visit 1pm

April   4  School Ball
  9  Last day Term 1
  10  Easter - Good Friday
  27  First day Term 2

PB4L - Achievement Slip Draw
Congratulations to the following junior students and 
staff member for winning the achievement slip draw:

Week ending 21 February:
Adge Swain, Dante Dickson, James Abella, Nik Lamont 
and Ms Sarah White.

Your vouchers can be collected from the office.



Menzies College Musac Edge Parent Portal & School App
Edge Parent Portal
1. Go to the home page of the Menzies College Website http://www.menzies.school.nz/ find the Hotlinks and Downloads  
 part and click on the edge login to the parent portal link. It will take you to the screen shown below:

2. Your login is the email address that Menzies College has on file. If you do not remember which it is then please contact  
 Menzies College office to check. If you have not given Menzies College your email you will not be able to log in.
3. First time login you need to click on ‘forgot password’. You will be emailed a temporary password.
4. Put your temporary password in. You will then be asked to change the password to something permanent.

To Download the Menzies College School App
Go to the App Store and search ‘SchoolAppsNZ’ and follow instructions.  The following picture shows what can be accessed through 
this App.

HPV Vaccinations
The HPV vaccine is funded for girls and boys aged 9-26 years (inclusive) with all students in Year 8 able to have the HPV immunisation 
at school. The HPV vaccine protects against future infection from nine types of human papillomavirus that lead to cervical, anal, 
genital, mouth and throat cancers, as well as genital warts.  The HPV vaccine is the final immunisation given as part of New Zealand’s 
free childhood immunisation programme. 

All Year 8 students will be given a form to take home which includes detailed information about the immunisation. Please complete 
the form, either consenting or declining the school based immunisation programme, and return the form to school before Friday 
February 14th.  The first HPV vaccine will be administered at school on Monday 24 February.  The second and final HPV vaccine will 
be administered at school a minimum of 6 months after the first. If a student is absent on the vaccination day, the HPV Immunisation 
Team will revisit school on a later date to vaccinate.

Further information about HPV and the vaccine can be found at: www.health.govt.nz or   www.immune.org.nz  or you are welcome 
to contact the local HPV Immunisation Team by emailing hpv@wellsouth.org.nz or phoning (03) 214 6436 or 0800 800 249. Below is 
a youtube link with information for students about HPV vaccination, it goes for 5-6 minutes.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OuwcOyMjAzc&feature=youtu.be

Vision Screening Programme
The Vision Hearing Technician will be visiting our school on Monday 24 February at 9.15am to carry out the vision screening for Year 
7 students.  This determines how well your child is able to see at a distance and involves reading an eye chart. (Not required if child 
wears glasses/or is currently under care for their vision).

If you do not wish your child to be screened please notify the school office before they arrive.

Mathematics Department
If any students have a graphics a calculator they no longer need Mrs Crighton would interested in purchasing it for the Maths 
department.  Please contact her on sue.crighton@menzies.school.nz or ring the office.



Menzies College Rugby
We hear there is a lot of talk about the upcoming season - we are as excited as you are!  The committee is well 
underway for the season working on your gear purchases/fund-raising opportunities and we are working hard 
for you to ensure we have teams for you all to play in.
What we need from you:
•	 Our	registrations	have	opened	in	‘Sporty’.	If	you	have	played	for	us	their	will	be	an	email	sent.		Talk	to		
 Mum, Dad or your caregiver to get your registration completed as soon as possible as this will help  
 our team planning.
•	 If	you	are	new	player,	use	this	link	–	
 https://www.sporty.co.nz/menzies/Rugby-Registrations-1/Player-Registration-  
 The form it’s easy to complete, make sure Mum, Dad or your caregiver complete it for you.
•	 If	you	have	friends	who	are	wanting	to	play	share	this	post	with	them,	we	would	love	to	have	them	come	on	board.
•	 If	you	think	Mum,	Dad	or	your	caregiver	would	like	to	help	in	a	role	i.e.	coach,	support	person,	first	aider,	we	would		
 appreciate their help.  You can sign up at adminVolunteer-Registration-Form       adminVolunteer-Registration-Form
Coach-Registration-Form
If you are wanting to be considered for the 1st XV team don’t forget to turn up for pre-season practices, they are running now on 
Monday and Thursday starting at 5.30pm on the school field.  Any questions contact James North on 021 775 764.  Did you see we 
are having an Open Day on Wednesday 26 February at the Menzies rugby grounds from 3.30pm - 6pm?  This is open to any boy or 
girl and their parents from Year 7-13 who are interested in playing in the 2020 season.  We will be holding a friendly game of touch 
for all ages and parents are more than welcome to join the fun.  We will have a BBQ cranked up for everyone to have a feed!  Come 
join us and have some fun.  Talk to your friends get them to come along too.  Any questions on this event phone Nathan Sutton on 
021 1766994.

Coming soon
Belinda Knapp (our new Rugby Administrator in School) will be get some key dates on rugby events coming up so you can mark on 
your calendar.  If you have any questions, give me a ring and I’ll be happy to discuss.  See you next Wednesday!

David (Hooter) Poyntz-Roberts
Menzies Rugby President (& Committee)  027 232 4877

"If everyone is moving forward together, then success takes care of itself” - Henry Ford

Uniform
Please make sure that your child is in full and correct uniform. If there is a reason for an incorrect uniform item please write a note. 
We will replace items from our 'in house' uniforms where possible. Although 'hoodies' are trendy to wear, they are not a part of our 
school uniform. Students will be asked to remove non uniform items and offered a replacement item for warmth if required.  
Don’t forget to name all uniform as this makes it a lot easier to return to students when lost.

Commuity Notices
Maranga Mai Murihiku Update
Following the postponement on Thursday 6 February Maranga Mai Murihiku has been 
rescheduled to Sunday 23 February 2020 at Stadium Southland, Invercargill from 1pm to 
4pm.  Leoma Tawaroa.  Te Āti Haunui-a-Pāpārangi, Ngāti Apa gā Kete Mātauranga Pounamu, 
Manager - Te Piringa, Māori Public Health, P (03) 214-5260 extn 721.

Stewart Island Elwing Discoveries - Senior Students
The usual Year 11-12 Stewart Island Dayskipper Certificate course and voyage is well underway. 
There are nine berths available on this course.  The dates for the voyage are 20-25 April 2020, 
the cost is $850 per student and the course is eligible for STAR funding.  If any students are 
interested further information is avaialble from the school office.



MENZIES COLLEGE - CANTEEN PRICE LIST 2020

Chicken Rolls 2.50$       
Sandwich 2.50$       Daily Specials
Spaghetti Toastie 2.50$       (Check the board)
Cheese Toastie/Mousetrap 2.50$       Hot Salad Style Wraps 6.00$      
Butter Chicken Pie 4.50$       Macaroni Cheese 4.00$      
Jimmys Mince Pie 4.50$       Chicken Fettucine 5.00$      
American Hot Dog 3.50$       Sausage Rolls 4.50$      
Apricot/Chicken Wrap 4.50$       Fried Rice 5.00$      
Cordon Bleu 3.00$       Chicken/Beef Noodles 5.00$      
Pork Riblet Wrap (Hot) 4.50$       Butter Chicken 5.00$      
Bacon & Egg Wrap (Hot) 4.50$       Tomato Pasta Bake 4.00$      
Burgers 5.00$       Lasange 5.00$      
Chicken Tenders 1.00$       Chicken & Rice 5.00$      
Mega Cheese Rolls 3.00$       Nachos 5.00$      
Cheese Roll 1.00$       Paprika Chicken 3.50$      
Garlic Bread 1.50$       Potato Bake 4.50$      
Hash Brown 1.00$       
Wedges 3.00$       
Sour cream/relish/chilli sauce (each) 0.50$       
Doritos/Corn Chips 2.50$       
Waffles 2.50$       
Rookie Cookie 1.00$       

Drinks/Icecreams
Water - Pump 3.50$       
Milkshake 4.00$       
Milkshake with icecream 5.00$       
Barista Bros Milkshakes 4.50$       
Calci strong milkshake - carton 2.50$       
Mill Orchard (Juice) - 400ml 3.50$       
Coke - No Sugar 3.50$       
A range of ice creams/ice blocks 
      available from $1.70 - $4.00
Iced Tea 3.50$       
Chocolate Brownie/Slices/Muffins 2.50$       
Juicies 1.50$       

EFT-POS IS AVAILABLE AT THE CANTEEN
EFFECTIVE FROM MONDAY 10/2/20

Hillary Outdoors ‘Get 2 Go’ Challenge
In September our Menzies College Junior ‘Get2Go’ team qualified for the Junior G’et 2 Go’ National Final at Great Barrier Island. The 
event is run by Hillary Outdoors who describe ‘Get 2 Go’ as a team outdoor adventure challenge and this certainly was a challenge! 
Our team of Year 9 and 10 students were on Great Barrier Island for five nights and were pushed to their physical and mental limits 
with challenges lasting from as little as 60 minutes right up to an overnight expedition. Our team worked fantastically well together 
and have gained a whole lot of knowledge about how to get the best out of themselves and others, especially when the going gets 
tough!

Pete Wilkinson
Organiser








