
From the Principal’s Desk

            14 August 2015

TEXT ‘follow themenziesway’ to 8987 for information updates

Kia Ora

Next Thursday from 3.30pm we will be hosting our Open Afternoon/Night with approximately 55 families coming through the 
school to consider what Menzies College offers in the way of quality education. It is at this time that we can reflect on who we are as 
a school and consider how well we are achieving our vision for a learner at Menzies College.  A number of essential characteristics 
make up Menzies College.
•	 We accept all students irrespective of their academic, cultural or behavioural background and do an outstanding job in 	
	 trying to make school enjoyable, successful and consistently safe for them.
•	 Staff regularly enquire as to how and what they are teaching. This has led to the creation of an expanded 	 	
	 curriculum that allows us, as a small rural school, to meet the needs of students so they are prepared for their best 	
	 vocational pathway on leaving school.
•	 Our 2015 NCEA participation results are outstanding. They are based on genuine courses of study and those who were 	
	 identified as targeted learners, got across the line through sheer hard work, from both the student and the staff involved.
•	 Students get to experience all the cultural, sporting or academic opportunities a school of our size could possibly 	
	 provide and we have a reputation for doing remarkably well for 300 students. This demands a lot from a good number of 	
	 students of all ages but in the end builds well-adjusted and skilled young citizens. 
•	 With a modern hard materials block, recently upgraded soft materials block and revamped computer rooms, along with 	
	 the community pool and gym facilities, our buildings and equipment are in pretty good shape. Students get a wide 	
	 range of outdoor experiences provided by keen staff and former students, that become lasting memories.

None of the above happens working in isolation and as a school we are lucky to have wonderful community support and people 
who can engage or take over in order for good opportunities to be delivered. At times, our size is a drawback but the benefits of 
everyone knowing who everyone is, far outweigh the benefits of being a huge school. When we host an open night, have visitors 
or represent the school, there is no reason to not be proud of this place.

PB4L
Congratulations to Jake Durry, Caitlin de Haas, Sonya Shortt, Tyrone Braven and Mr Scarth for winning the achievement draw this 
week. Caitlin received hers for Striving for Excellence by completing all set work as she works towards achieving in History. Sonya 
received hers by staying in at interval voluntarily to continue working and achieve success. It has been great to see the large number 
of seniors being rewarded with these as well as the juniors.

Gerry Ward
Principal



The Story Of Workday 2015
Workday is being held as a means to raise funds for purchasing items not covered by normal school budgets. This is being held on 
Monday 7 September.  If students have difficulty finding work and have covered all possibilities, please contact the school as we 
MAY have some work available.  A work day card has been issued to your student and this needs to be filled out by the student and 
the employer. The card requires the employer’s details and the hourly rate agreed upon by the employer and student.  The card and 
money needs to be returned to school before Friday 11 September to be eligible for House Competition.  If you have any questions 
regarding work day please contact the school.  Many thanks for your support of our major fundraising event of the year.

Matt Cook/Mark Kerslake
Teachers in Charge

NZQA Fees and Financial Assistance for 2015
Last day for payment Friday 21 August - 1 week to go
Fees for Domestic Candidates 					     Fee
Entry for all NZQA standards and up to 3 Scholarship subjects	 $76.70
Additional Scholarship entries	 	 	 	 	 $30.00 per subject
Forms for financial assistance are available at the office, they reduce the fee to $20 for one candidate or $30 for two or more.  
There will be an additional $50 fee to be paid direct to NZQA for late payment, before results, record of learning and certificates are 
issued to a student.

Important Dates
August	 	 20	 	 Open Afternoon/Night 3.30-7pm
	 	 21	 	 Last day for payment of NZQA fees
	 	 24	 	 HPV Vaccination
	 	 24-31	 	 School examinations - Year 11-13
	 	 26	 	 Incubator Visit No. 3
	 	 27	 	 Board of Trustees meeting
	 	 28	 	 EXCELL Dance Group
		  31-4 September	 Tournament week

September	 7	 	 Workday - Teacher Only Day
		  13	 	 Ski trip to Coronet Peak
	 	 16	 	 Sports/Committe Photos etc.
	 	 18	 	 Senior reports posted
	 	 24-25	 	 School Production
		  24	 	 Board of Trustees meeting
	 	 25	 	 Last day of term 3

October	 12	 	 First day of term 4
	 	 26	 	 Labour Day Observance (school closed)	

Menzies College Gateway
Liam Parish has completed a Gateway placement at Mantell Panel and Paint in Mataura. 
Liam was given the opportunity to work on a variety of very interesting projects, some 
of these have been major restorations on an older Ford Falcon sedan and an early 1970’s 
Valiant Utility. He also had the opportunity to work on a variety of insurance projects that 
passed through the workshop while he was there. Through this experience he has learnt 
many of the basic skills of the paint and panel trade. While Liam has chosen to look at other 
career possibilities for his next placement, his 10 weeks at Mantell’s has proven to be very 
valuable to him.

Liam and the Menzies College Gateway team are very appreciative of the continued support that Mantell Panel and Paint give to our 
programme. Without their support, and the willingness of all our employers to support Menzies College in this way, our Gateway 
programme would not be the success that it is.

Mrs Barbara William & Stuart Clark
Menzies College Gateway

Class 8KH
Next week Miss Katie Hall is having surgery in Dunedin and Mrs Lesley Lee will be teaching her class during her absence. We are 
excited that Mrs Lee is able to take on this role. Mrs Lee has been working in the school since the beginning of Term Two as the 
teacher of our Year 903 English, Maths and Social Science classes and ESOL specialist.

We wish Miss Hall all the best and look forward to her returning to school fully recovered.



Sports Department
Skiing
The next (and final) ski trip will be on Sunday 13 September at Coronet Peak. The cost of this trip is $110. Permission slips and 
information about ski trips in general are available from the office or can be downloaded from the school website. The conditions 
for skiing this winter are very good – great for all abilities and ages. If anyone has any questions about these trips, please contact 
Brendon Wallace at school or email brendon.wallace@menzies.school.nz

Menzies College Netball
Finals Day - 15 August - Go Menzies!
Congratulations to the ‘A’ and Green teams.  ‘A’ Team (ranked 4th) had a great win on Saturday beating Gore B (ranked first).  They 
play Knapdale ‘A’ in the final at 1.20pm this Saturday.  Menzies Green play for 3rd or 4th at 8.45am.  Both teams would love your 
support! Presentation of trophies and certificates will take place at approximately 3.30pm after the Premier Grade final at 2.30pm.

Wednesday Secondary School League
Menzies ‘A’ played Blue Mountain at Tapanui on Wednesday and play Hargest next Wednesday at Gore at 5pm.

SISS Preparation Tournament
The ‘A’ team will participate in the St Peters fundraiser tournament in Gore on Sunday 16 August.  Games are: Fiordland 11.15am, 
Blue Mountain at 12.55pm and St Peters at 2.35pm.

Sue Shaw 
Secretary

Menzies Students Dazzle!
Year 7 students, Brock Stuart and Keegan Knapp set the bar high as they delivered their speeches in the 
Eastern Southland final of the Venture South Speech Competition at St Peters College in Gore yesterday. 
Despite a nervous wait, Brock wowed the audience and judge with his highly entertaining speech on ‘his 
love of food’. Keegan stepped forward with style and confidently presented a detailed account of his Deep 

Cove camp. Speeches from the other contestants varied from the humorous to 
thought provoking demonstrating that the standard of public speaking at this 
level continues to improve.  After a long deliberation the results were revealed 
with Keegan gaining third place and Brock being announced the winner of the 
competition. Brock will represent Eastern Southland on 8 September in the semi 
finals.  Congratulations boys. You were outstanding!					   
											          Keegan Knapp
							    

Brock Stuart with a ‘thumbs up’ for gaining 1st place
Mrs Barb Cowley

Teacher in Charge/Dean

Science Department
Year 9 & 10 Science Enrichment Camp
Twenty six Year 9 and 10 students spent three days in Dunedin taking part in a range of awesome science activities. The first two 
days were based at Portabello Marine Studies Research Centre on the Otago Peninsula and an overnight on Quarantine Island where 
students dissected dog fish sharks, undertook investigations and looked at marine life in a real context.  While on the island we had 
a well deserved rest and a short native bush walk. The second half included the Otago Museum where we looked at nutrients in 
food and visited the Egyptian section to look at the process of mummification. A night on the Discovery World floor and a visit to the 
butterflies concluded the camp. I was hugely impressed with attitude of the students towards their learning in a new environment 
and we all had a brilliant time. I look forward to next year’s Year 7 and 8 science camp.

Nigel Scarth
Head of Department - Science

Photos from left to right:
Lauren Story & Olivia Wallace dissecting a dog fish shark; Kim Heads & Erin Norman dissecting a dog fish shark but Becky McEwan just can’t watch, Luke Goatley & John 
Moir with the teacher from the Marine Studies Centre helping investigate marine life on the beach, ‘Doc’ the Cookie Monster emerges, the group listening to the science of 
mummification after we have visited the Mummy at the Otago Museum and Miss Burgess-Heald with a butterfly



Menzies College Soccer
MLT Summer Socca 2015 is coming soon!
Summer Socca is coming back for 2015 with kids and adults leagues. Look out for the flyers which will be out next week with details 
on how to register your teams. Last year we had a total of 18 teams taking part and we look forward to seeing you all again.  This is 
part of the girls fundraising for the 2016 National Tournament to help with travel costs.

Draw - Wednesday 19 August
(Boys) Kelly Irwin First National Real Estate Menzies vs Central Southland College  4pm (at Menzies)

Training
Training will take place on Tuesdays from 3.30pm to 5pm for girls and Thursday from 3.30pm to 5pm for boys. Girls can attend the 
boys’ training if they cannot attend on Tuesday.

Soccer subs are now due
All students are asked to make sure their subs are paid as soon as practical please. Also if you owe for any gear purchased (hoodies, 
etc) can you make sure these are paid as well, as we need to have these finalised.

Important up-coming dates
18 August	 (Girls) Training 3.30pm to 5pm
19 August 	 (Girls) MLT Menzies vs Aurora College  4pm (TBC)
(Boys) Game	 Menzies 1st XI vs CSC, 4pm (at Menzies)
20 August	 (Boys) Training 3.30pm to 4.30pm

Carl Lambert
Organiser





Community Notice
Wyndham Netball Club - Junior Prizegiving 2015
Our junior prizegiving will be held on Friday 21 August at 3.30pm at the Wyndham Primary School.  Please bring a plate for afternoon 
tea - drinks will be provided.  All players and families are welcome.  Enquiries to Nicky Wallace (03) 2064127 or
jnwallace@velocitynet.co.nz
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