19 September 2014
From the Principal’s Desk
Kia Ora
One of the demands upon schools today, is the need to be carefully monitoring the progress of our students in order to achieve
the best possible result for them. We use language terms such as ‘tracking’ or ‘priority learners’ to describe the process or cohort of
learners. We are looking at working much closer with our contributing schools in discussing what a National Standard looks like for
each student and to moderate for consistency. We are also a part of the Lower Mataura Valley cluster of schools that meet once a
term to look at the issues facing our community of learners. This cluster also has the potential to expand to become a ‘Community
of Schools’ as part of the Governments, Invest in Education Success (IES) programme.
Students are also looking at themselves. Staff have been assisting students with ‘Learning Logs’ that enable a student to reflect on
their learning needs and to discuss these in partnership. These are the key understandings that need to be a focus if progressions
are to be forthcoming.
What I have seen change at Menzies College, is the ability for students to talk about their learning in a better, more relevant context.
When asked, most can tell you what their strengths and weaknesses are and this is an important conversation that can also take
place in the home.
On Tuesday we will be hosting our second Parent/Teacher interview evening of the year. Normally the turn out at this night is much
lower than the first one, but it is certainly no less significant and I would hope we could have a lift in attendance this year, (book
online through our website). With NCEA practice exams now completed and the real thing just around the corner, it is crucial that
this triangulated meeting occurs. Students need to get a clear directive of what’s required to get across the line or an endorsed
grade. Parents also need to hear this and know how they can help. Plans need to be made with staff so students can get their
best result. For some senior students it may involve dropping a standard or two to focus on what is achievable. I’ve looked at our
‘tracking’ of internal standards for the year to date and a group of students currently sit in the crevasse that lies between success or
failure. A few are deeper than others, but most can be ‘pulled up’ if they allow help and look for help. This means 100% attendance
from now on in class and in the many tutorials offered. Short-term pain for long-term gain.
Students should also be in the habit of monitoring their own progress by looking up their NZQA profile for which they have their
personal details and passwords. It is important that students know that everything matters and a few credits gained now could play
a huge part in determining whether they make the magic figure come January.
As I was returning from town today I listened to the most brilliant talk on National Radio by Nathan Mikaere Wallis who is part of
the Brain Wave Trust and X Factor Education. He is speaking about Gifted and Talented children and how the home and school can
manage this. (Thursday 18 September about 11.20am). Tune in as it’s right on the money as far as practicality goes in this issue.
Work Day has returned over $6,000 so far with still many more students to bring in their money. This will go a long way towards asset
purchases for the students and our thanks to all those who have contributed so positively.
Gerry Ward
Principal

Science Department

Biological and Physical Sciences - Year 11 Science Update
I am pleased to inform you of the two new Biological and Physical sciences courses we will be offering at Year 11 next year. These will
be in place of the current 101 and 102 science courses. The reasons for the changes are as follows:
•
To give students a greater range of choice in Year 11 and a greater chance of success. Students can now choose whether
to study one science course, two science courses or no science course at Year 11 and have a timetable that best suits their
own interests.
•
The Biological and Physical science courses will better prepare the students for the separate Biology, Chemistry and
Physics courses in Year 12.
•
All students will be able to choose a science course that leads onto a science course at Year 12 which 102 science
currently does not.
The Biological Sciences course is a combination of Biology and Chemistry while the Physical sciences contain Physics and Chemistry.
If a student were to choose both of these courses the Chemistry content would be different and so the content would not overlap.
More information on these courses will be available in the course option booklets in the coming weeks. If you have any questions
please email me at nigel.scarth@menzies.school.nz.
Science Enrichment Camp
Twenty-six Year 7 and 8 students attended the Science Enrichment camp at Dunedin last week and had a fabulous time. Our first
stop was viewing the Yellow Eyed penguins on the Otago Peninsula on a beautiful blue skied afternoon. We were lucky enough to
see five different penguins, one coming out of the water and the others moving to prepare their nesting sites for their chicks. The
next morning we were at the Otago University foods department for the sensory food tasting challenge. We explored the different
flavours and tastes we experience from our food. A visit to the chocolate factory was the highlight for many students before we set
sail to the Otago museum for an evening science session and a night sleeping on the floor of Discovery World. ‘Lotions and Potions’
was a hands-on chemistry activity and a visit to tropical world with the butterflies was the final event.
We wish to acknowledge and thank Fonterra for their continued support by providing funding. This enabled us to subsidise the trip
which was greatly appreciated.
Nigel Scarth
Head of Department - Science

All 26 students after viewing the yellow eyed penguins Marina Ferguson, Erin Norman, Beth Scott & Gabby Knapp
Hayden Stuart, Ethan Read & William
					
taste-testing different jelly at the Otago University foods department Ranstead cooking their two different sugar
											
solutions to make lollies

Sarah Andrews with a huge butterfly that landed on her hand in
Tropical World					

Becky McEwan & Maria Lindsay focusing hard at the
Otago Museum with Taylor Stewart refereeing

Shaz Harvey pouring the lollies from the
hot sugar solution with Daina Stevenson

Parent/Teacher Interviews

Booking for Parent/Teacher Interviews Online
23 September - 3:40pm – 5:40pm and 6:30pm – 8:00pm

A link to school interviews is also available through the school website.
Tickets for the Theatre Restaurant on Friday 26 September will be available
for purchase at the interviews. Eft Pos will also be available.

Integrated Curriculum

Mountain Biking to Naseby
Following on from our very successful History and mountain biking trip to Arrowtown last year, we
are planning a similar trip this year to Naseby in the Maniototo. This will again be a trip integrating the
history of the area with the sport of mountain biking and possibly some curling too. We are planning
to leave on Sunday 7 December and return in time for senior prizegiving on Wednesday 10 December.
As this trip involves travel and accommodation, there will be a cost involved. While the cost is not
finalised, we are hoping to keep the cost of this four day trip down to around $150. We are very conscious
that this is an expensive time of year, particularly for Year 10 students who have their Mavora Camp the
week before. We are making everyone aware of this trip early to allow students a decent amount of time
to budget/save.
Naseby is a mountain biking (and historical) Mecca – mountain biking in the Naesby forest caters for ALL abilities and fitness levels,
and the Rail Trail is nearby for those students who prefer to ride from A to B without hills. This trip would suit anyone who likes to
get outside, be active and have fun.
We welcome parents/caregivers who wish to come on the trip too – if this sounds like you, then please get in touch for more details.
The students last year had a fantastic time and still talk about it with big smiles on their faces!
Brendon Wallace & Mrs Alice Cade
brendon.wallace@menzies.school.nz
alice.cade@menzies.school.nz

English Department

Level One English Assessment Dates
Assessment date for AS90855 (Visual text): ENG101
Thursday 16 October, Term Four, Week One, period 5
Assessment date for AS90855 (Visual text): ENG102
Thursday 16 October, Term Four, Week One, period 5
Assessment date for AS90053 (Formal writing): ENG101 (an optional standard)
Thursday 30 October, Term Four, Week Three, period 5
Assessment date for US1273 (Story writing): ENG102 (a discretionary standard)
Thursday 30 October, Term Four, Week Three, period 5

Ms Sonja Swale
Head of Department - English

Careers & STAR Courses

The careers room will be open at lunch times every Tuesday and Thursday if students wish to carry out career research or seek some
guidance. Mr Clark will be available to assist. Please take advantage of this. Check out the school careers page at
https://www.facebook.com/menziescollegecareers for updates on University Liaison visits, Scholarships, STAR Courses, Work
Experience, Gateway and Hokonui Tertiary High School.
Miss Katie Hall
Careers Advisor
STAR School Holiday Courses
SIT Invercargill have a range of holiday courses available starting from 29 September.
1.
Beauty Therapy is a Level 2 course covering Unit Standard 27641 – Describe the relevance of anatomy and physiology
knowledge to beauty therapy practice. Starts 29 September at 9am and finishes 2 October at 4:30pm.
2.
Engineering is a Level 2 course covering Unit Standard 21684 – Use a MIG welding plant in the motor industry. Starts
29 September at 9am and finishes 2 October at 4:30pm.
3.
Audio Production is a Level 2 course covering Unit Standard 12824 – Describe the operation of public address and
recording systems for a performing arts situation. Also Unit Standard 26687 (Level 1) – Demonstrate and apply 		
knowledge of sound technology for a performance context. Starts 29 September at 9am and finishes 2 October at 4:30pm.
4.
Film and Television Foundation Skills is a Level 2 course covering Unit Standard 10198 – Edit video. Starts 6 October at
10am and finishes 10 October at 2pm.
5.
Journalism is a Level 2 course covering Unit Standard 10820 – Write short news stories. Starts 29 September at 9am and
finishes 2 October at 4:30pm.
If you are interested in any of these courses please see Mr Clark in the careers office for further information and enrolments.
Stuart Clark
Careers Advisor, Gateway & STAR Liaison

Tutorials

Level One Economics
Thursday 9 October and Friday 10 October (Second Week of Holidays) at Menzies College from 9.30am-3.30pm.

Lincoln Joyce
Teacher

Art
Tutorials are being held every Tuesday and Wednesday after school until 5pm. Lunch time tutorials are also available.
Miss Bianca Burgess-Heald
Teacher
Mathematics
General Maths: Wednesday Lunchtimes in Room 8
Senior Maths: Wednesday afterschool – 3:15-4:30pm in Room 8
Brendon Wallace
Head of Department - Mathematics

School Board of Trustees Election

Declaration of Student Election Results
As there was only one valid nomination, I hereby declare Tyrone Braven elected.

Sports/Cultural/Team Photos

Mrs Ginny Winefield
Returning Officer

A reminder that photo orders close today. These prints are 13 x 18cm and cost $12. Last minute orders will be accepted on Monday.
Envelopes are available from the office.

End of Year Prizegiving Trophies

Thank you to the parents/caregivers who have returned trophies. Please keep these coming in ready for this year’s prizegiving. Your
assistance with this would be appreciated. Thank you.

Cash for Communities

This year, for the first time, PGG Wrightson are running a Cash for Communities programme during spring, giving farmers another
opportunity to earn $$$ for Menzies College. Any farmer who purchases Ballance Agri-Nutrients fertiliser on their PGG Wrightson
account between 1 September and 30 November 2014, can earn cash for our school. Nominate us at
www.cashforcommunities.co.nz and start earning $$$ for Menzies College.

Congratulations

Congratulations to Year 8 student Hayden Stuart who recently took part in the Modern School of Music Otago/Southland
competitions playing the piano. Hayden received a gold and bronze medal plus a trophy in the boogy section. Hayden has been
learning the piano for about five years. Well done Hayden.

Menzies College Soccer

Important please note - Summer Socca Entries are now being taken
Summer Socca entries are available at the office. Entries will be sent out in the next day or two. If you would like an entry form
emailed send your email address to clambert@menzies.school.nz. Adult league entries are open until the end of term the same as
the kids league entries, which is Friday 26 September.
The adult league teams that enter early will have an opportunity to play some friendly games on Monday 22 September which
will help get players up to speed refereeing. Please note entries will be taken up to Friday 26 September. If you need more time to
organise please contact Carl Lambert at Menzies College or at the above email.
National Tournament 2015
Players that attended the national tournament this year (2014) need to have their intention sheets in to Mr Lambert or Mrs Cade by
Friday 19 September.
Facebook Page
Menzies College Soccer have a facebook page which has match reports, important dates and other information. Just type in
‘Menzies College Soccer’ and then click on the ‘LIKE’ icon. You can also find the link on the Menzies College website in the sports
section or do a search in google ‘Menzies College Soccer’.
Important Dates
Monday 22 September		
Friday 26 September		
Monday 13 October		

Adult league friendly games for teams that are interested
Adult & kids league entries are due
All Summer Socca leagues start

Carl Lambert
Organiser

Menzies College Netball

The 2014 netball season is over and I would like to thank everyone for a great season. We hope the girls grew in skills and had fun.
A big thank you to our coaches Mel, Marama, Lois and Christina and their managers Kath, Sue and Nicky. Thanks also to Lynley our
uniform and equipment manager, Michelle as catering co-ordinator, Stuart as treasurer and Kath as teacher in charge of netball.
I would also like to acknowledge and congratulate umpires associated with Menzies College who achieved the Eastern Centre
Practical Umpire Award - Courtney Poole, Gabby Knapp, Kaitlen Yorke, Belinda Knapp, Racquel Kingdon. Well done to you all.
We still need dresses, jackets and bags to be handed in to the office as soon as possible. There are also outstanding subs that must
be paid by the end of the term. Mrs Luoni will contact those concerned.
On Thursday 23 October the club are plannning to have a dinner at 7pm to farewell our Year 13 players. If you are interested in
attending, please contact Sue Shaw on (03) 2064606. The venue will be confirmed at a later date.
Mrs Sue Shaw
Secretary

Menzies College PTA Theatre Restaurant Fundraiser

Funds raised from this will be put towards the upgrade of the food and fabrics block. If you are able to assist us on Friday 26
September from 4pm onwards, or would like to donate produce or money towards this fundraiser, please contact Carlyn for more
information. Phone 206 4373, email redanvalley@woosh.co.nz
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MENZIES COLLEGE
PROUDLY PRESENTS

‘VARIETY IS THE SPICE
OF LIFE’
MENZIES SCHOOL HALL

THURSDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 2014
7.30 P.M.

SHOW ONLY
ADULTS $10 - CHILDREN $5 - FAMILIES $25
DOOR SALES ONLY

FRIDAY 26 SEPTEMBER 2014
7.30 P.M

THEATRE RESTAURANT
(3 Course Meal and Show)

$40 PER PERSON
TICKET SALES ONLY
Tickets available at the school office - Ph-206 4979
Proceeds to: Food Technology Room upgrade

Community Notices

Edendale Tennis Club Registration Day
The Edendale Tennis Club are holding their registration day for interested and prospective players for Saturday tennis teams that
play in the Eastern Southland competition. (You must attend if you wish to play this season). Also any school aged players keen
to learn to play in our practice only sessions. This will be held at the Edendale Tennis Courts on Saturday 27 September starting at
11am with a parents meeting to be held at 12pm. If their are any senior/adult level players wishing to play please also let Lois know
so we can pass on to Eastern Southland to gauge the need for a competition. For more information contact Lois Heads on 2066057.
Elwing Discoveries Stewart Island Holiday Adventure for Years 6, 7 & 8
Berths are available on 6-10 October 2014 voyage. Learn/Sail/Kayak/Snorkel/ Explore Aboard the yacht Elwing with other adventurers
email: elwingdiscoveries@gmail.com Phone: 0272768817/034811040 www.elwing.co.nz
St Peters College & Gore High School in conjunction with the Social Sector Trial and Bully Proof project are hosting an evening
by John Parsons, an internet safety and risk assessment consultant, on issues and dangers associated with the inappropriate use
of computers, mobile phones and digital cameras. This is being held on 22 September from 7-9pm at the James Cumming Wing,
Ardwick Street, Gore. Everyone welcome.

Important Dates

September
23		
		
24		
		
25		
		
26		
		
26		
October
13		
		
21		
		
23		
		
27		
November
7		
		
10-2 December
		
28		
December
1		
		
2-5		
		
10		
		
11		
				
		
12		
				
		
15		

Parent Teacher interviews
Board of Trustees meeting
School production - door sales only
School production - Theatre Restaurant - tickets available at the office
Last day Term 3
First day Term 4
Youthmark Awards
Option evening
Labour Day
Last day of school for seniors
NCEA Exams
Senior reports posted
Year 10 Mavora Pre-camp
Year 10 Mavora Camp
Senior Prizegiving
Last day for junior students
Junior Prizegiving
Junior reports posted
Teacher only day
LLP Reward Day

