
From the Principal’s Desk

6 June 2014

Kia Ora
Last Friday, staff attended a combined Teacher Only Day at Northern Southland College. Approximately 250 Year 7 to 13 teachers 
and teacher aides were present at this fantastic opportunity, which enabled lots of ideas, student’s work and course planning to be 
shared within subject areas or supporting curricula.

As I mentioned in an earlier newsletter, the opening speakers on the day were delivering information about Vocational Pathways. 
This is a framework used to provide young people with a greater range of options that will gain them NCEA Level 2, which is 
clearly regarded as the minimum academic requirement before leaving school. It’s about schools designing courses and working 
in with other providers to more closely align the aspirations and aptitudes of students with their learning needs. It’s about creating 
partnerships between secondary schools, tertiary providers, and employers and will in turn, see more young people leave school 
with a foundation level education, more students staying in education for longer and more transitioning to pathways that motivate 
them and contribute to the needs of our province. 

In the afternoon Principals were addressed by Venture Southland who outlined our future employment needs and the figures are 
rather concerning. With the onset of most of our ‘baby boomers’ reaching retirement age by 2023, it is estimated that there will be 
6,000 full time equivalent jobs arise in the South. The two main sectors that will need workers remain as dairying and its related 
industries and industries currently established in the South, with little change in the type of work we do as a province.

It is crucial that parents engage with their children around career advice and be actively involved in opportunities like the careersfest, 
option days at school and any tertiary applications. We are already seeing the effects of too many young adults training in the wrong 
area and you would only have to look at the number of physical education graduates without a job related to their qualification, to 
understand the importance of looking at the needs of our workforce rather than personal interest being the driver. Indicators are 
highlighting the need for quality graduates in all trades, engineering and computer related training.

My thanks to the swimming pool committee and the great work they have already undertaken through their fundraising efforts to 
re-establish the pool for community and school use. To re-open the pool will require more than just the energy of these people, so 
your support towards working bees or fundraising ventures would be greatly appreciated.

Thanks also for the renewed support of our school canteen. After running at a loss for many years, the canteen is now trading near 
to breaking even, due in large to the efforts of our staff Rachel and Anne and the good number of students now buying a hot meal 
each day at either interval or lunch. They were extremely pleased to receive several letters of appreciation from students and have 
adopted some of the positive ideas expressed. There are two of these letters later in this newsletter.

Gerry Ward
Principal



Board of Trustees Report
The Board of Trustees have just completed the 2013 round of Head of Department report meetings. After receiving each department’s 
written report on their progress against the department and school wide goals and student achievement, we meet with each 
department head to discuss these reports and gain further insight. The Board were very pleased with these reports this year and 
with the progress that has been made in all departments since last year’s reports. All departments are working particularly hard on 
the school wide goal of lifting the number of endorsements gained by our NCEA candidates in external exams and this has been 
reflected in their results.  Most departments have set this as a continuing focus for 2014. On behalf of The Board of Trustees I wish 
to congratulate the heads and their staff on their continued hard work on behalf of our students.  

It was pleasing that this year we changed the format of the meetings a little and met the heads in their learning areas around 
the school. This afforded us a great opportunity to view the learning environment and some of the students’ work. It was most 
enjoyable and a format that I think will be continued in the future.

The Board held a general meeting last Thursday at which we discussed several strategic decisions which included the swimming 
pool, the purchased mini van, the draft policies that were constructed at our recent policy day and the redrawn plans for the 
development of the technical block.  The Board and the senior leadership team, continue to be frustrated by the lack of change that 
can be brought about by the funds we have available, once we have met all the compliance cost, such as up-grading wiring and 
lighting. We will continue to look for options to maximise what we are able to achieve for the students in this area and to fight for 
what we believe our students deserve.

Education Outside the Classroom continues to thrive at Menzies College and the Board approved a number of camps and outings at 
this meeting including Tautuku Pre-Camp, Tautuku Year 9 camp, Science Enrichment camp to Dunedin, the Year 13 Chemistry camp 
to Dunedin  and the Assisted Duke of Edinburgh residential camp to Dunedin.

As usual we also dealt with the financial and staffing matters that arise from time to time and received the Principal’s report in which 
Mr Ward outlines what has been happening at the school, how we are meeting our obligations to the Ministry of Education and how 
we are measuring up against the school wide goals that have been set for this year. We also accepted the annual budget that has 
been prepared and we are tracking very well against this at about one third of the way through the financial year.

The next general meeting: Thursday 26 June 7pm in the Transition Room
Mrs Carole Bee

Board Chairperson

Introducing the Board of Trustee Members
We would like to briefly introduce ourselves over the coming weeks through the newsletter so that you can 
put a face to the names of the Board and to give you a little background on why we have become trustees 
of Menzies College.  

Carole Bee
My association with Menzies College began in 1986 as a beginning teacher. I became the Head of Science 
some years later and retired from full time work when our family started to grow. I am currently working 
part time in retail in Gore. Our eldest son is attending Canterbury University studying an intermediate 
engineering course and our remaining two sons currently attend Menzies College. My husband, Peter, and 
I are both very involved in the school community through sports and camps and aside from my teaching 
roles I have also worked part time in the administration area in the past and been a part of the ‘Positive 
Behaviour for Learning’ introduction at Menzies College. 

I believe passionately that Menzies College is providing our students with excellent educational opportunities and a level of support 
that is rare in much bigger urban schools.  I recognise that there is always room for positive change and I am committed to being 
part of the team that keeps the forward momentum going and helps to drive the students and staff to strive for even greater 
successes both academically and also in activities that happen outside the classroom.  I have had previous experience as a Board 
of Trustee member for Glenham Primary school for a term and have been their minute secretary for the last three years. I enjoy 
working with groups of people who, while they are like minded in their wish to make their school the best it can be, approach 
problems and challenges in completely different ways. 

I look forward to continue to grow Menzies College into the school of the future that its student deserve, providing a safe and caring 
environment for all students to strive for excellence.

English Department
Level One English Assessment Dates
Assessment date for AS90852 (Connections): ENG102
Thursday 12 June, Term Two, Week Six

Ms Sonja Swale
Head of Department - English



Careers
The careers room will be open at lunch times every Tuesday and Thursday if students wish to carry out career research or seek some 
guidance.  Mr Clark will be available to assist. Please take advantage of this.  Check out the school Careers Page at 
https://www.facebook.com/menziescollegecareers for updates on University Liaison visits, Scholarships, STAR Courses, Work 
Experience, Gateway and Hokonui Tertiary High School.

CPIT are having their Open Day on19 June.  For further information contact either Stuart Clark or Katie Hall.

Liaison Officer Visits
P.I.H.M.S. - 30 July at 2:15pm (Hotel Management) in the Library.

Following the Tertiary Information Day in Dunedin, any students and parents/caregivers that were unable to go and would like 
the opportunity to engage with key staff from the Polytechnic and the University academic divisions, you are invited to  attend 
presentations followed by ‘open-floor’ question and answer sessions at Stadium Southland on Wednesday 30 July.

CareerFest
CareerFest will be held in the new ILT Stadium Southland from Thursday 31 July to Friday 1 August.  Menzies will be taking Year 
12-13  students at 11am on Thursday 31 July.  There is also a community session on the Thursday night from 5- 8pm if parents/
caregivers are wanting to take their students along.

Liaison Officer Visits
Frank from Te Huka Matauraka/Maori Centre at the University of Otago will be visiting our school to talk to senior Maori students 
regarding potential course options, scholarships and support services available to assist Maori students who are perhaps thinking 
about going to University or even to have a korero about the possibility of going.  He will be here on Monday 23 June from
10-10.45am in the careers room.

Health Careers Expo – Year 10 and 11
Jan Tait, the Nurse Educator, Surgical & Co-ordinator of the Incubator Programme from Southern District Health Board has invited 
any senior students who might be interested in a career in health, to a Health Careers Expo on Tuesday 24 June.  This is 3/4 hour 
session with a range of health professionals at Southland Hospital.  Please feel free to contact me if you would like more information.

2015 MESNZ Engineering Scholarship
A MESNZ (Maintenance Engineering Society of New Zealand) Engineering Scholarship worth up to $5,000 is being offered for the 
specific purpose of covering tuition fees in 2015. This scholarship is available to assist students commencing study towards an 
IPENZ accredited engineering degree, diploma or certificate from any year level through a New Zealand University, Polytechnic or 
Industry Training Organisation.  Applications close on 30 August 2014.  Further details are available on the MESNZ website 
http://www.mesnz.org.nz/scholarship/

Miss Katie Hall
Careers Advisor

Telford – a division of Lincoln University is located 6 kilometres from Balclutha, South Otago, on a 921-hectare commercial farm. 
Are you interested in a career in the agriculture industry?  Then Telford is for you!  They offer certificates in Agriculture, Forestry, 
Equine, Rural Animal Technician, Stock and Station, Dairy, Beekeeping and the Lincoln University Diploma in Agriculture.  Telford’s 
affordable full-time courses consists of relevant theory and practical work to give you the skills you need.  There are great scholarships 
on offer and accommodation available on campus.  To find out more, come and experience Telford first hand at one of our Taster 
Weeks.
Sunday 13 – Thursday 17 July  Tuesday 7 – Saturday 11 October               Sunday 7 – Thursday 11 December 2014
•	 	Taster	weeks	are	restricted	to	40	students	each	week
•	 	Learn	new	skills	with	hands-on	tasks	over	4	action-packed	days
•	 	Cost:	$90	plus	travel	costs
If you are a Year 12 or 13 student and are interested in attending a Telford Taster Week we may be able to help with financial support.  
Please call in at the Careers office for further information and an application form.

Mr Stuart Clark
Gateway 

Payment arrangements for this camp need to be made before Tuesday 17 
June. The confirmed cost of the camp is $140.  If you would like to come along as a 
parent/caregiver help, it would be appreciated if you could contact the school and 
leave your name and contact details and if you are able to take a vehicle or not. If 
you have any questions, please contact either Matt Cook or Alice Cade (Year 9 & 10 
Deans) at school on (03) 2064979.

Matt Cook & Mrs Alice Cade - Teachers in Charge



Community Notice
Parenting Pathways To Success with Nathan Mikaere-Wallis
In these 2.5hr seminars Nathan introduces the "Structure of the Brain" and the overall relevant research findings from the last 
15 years that relate to directly parenting and "brain based" tips for successful parenting.  Wednesday 11 June 7pm - 9:30pm 
at the Memorial Hall, Lumsden  - cost $10.  This seminar has been kindly offered in conjunction with the Northern Southland 
Community Worker Lynley Soper and supported by the NSCRCCT.  Please note: it is not necessary to enrol to attend Nathan's 
seminar in Lumsden - pay on the night.  Wednesday 11 June at Southern REAP,  Winton - cost $40, 10am- 2:30pm with half 
an hour for lunch, please bring your own.  Please phone Tracey or Lynley at Southern REAP to enrol 0800 111 117 or (03) 2366008.                                                                                                 

Brain Development with Nathan Mikaere-Wallis
Join Nathan as he walks you through:
•	 an	introduction	to	the	structure	of	the	brain	and	the	overall	relevant	research	findings
•	 brain	based	tips	for	successful	parenting
•	 the	role	of	hormones	and	how	these	relate	to	practice.
Nathan will cover:
•	 an	overview	of	research	that	relates	directly	to	teaching	and	parenting	with	more	depth	for	the	practitioner
•	 how	to	use	"brain	based"	practices	to	help	heal	children	from	early	trauma	background	with	more	specific	application	to			
 the classroom.

Gateway Profile
Shaunni Millane is currently on placement at Total Body Fitness in Gore. Shaunni is being given the 
opportunity to experience most aspects of the roll of a personal trainer working in a busy gym. 
 
Shaunni is enjoying her placement.  She has faced a number of new challenges which she is meeting 
with enthusiasm.  Shaunni is to be commended for the commitment she is making to her placement.  
During her placement she will experience being up early and at the gym for a 6am start and at other 
times she will be required to be there in the evenings.  She has impressed the management with her 
willingness to learn and her professional attitude in all areas of the daily routines of the gym. 

Both Shaunni and the Menzies College Gateway team appreciate the time and effort that the staff of 
Total Body Fitness are putting in, as well as the constant support and encouragement given to her.

Shaunni’s positive attitude will serve her well as she continues her education and eventually moves on 
into her chosen career path.

Mrs Barbara Williams & Stuart Clark
The Gateway Team

Mathematics Department
Here is last week’s KENKEN with the answers. Answers will be provided for the first few weeks so you can check, but you actually 
don’t need them if you complete the puzzle – it either works or it is wrong! 

And here are another 2 to get your head scratching. The first one is an easy 3x3, the second is an easy 4x4. Remember that you can 
download KENKEN to your smartphone or play it online at www.kenken.com There are also good step-by-step instructions and tips 
on the site to help you with your puzzling.

Brendon Wallace
Head of Department - Mathematics



Important Dates
June  13 Primary Schools Cross Country
  15-17 Year 13 Adventure Class - Tautuku Pre-camp
  19-20 Year 13 Chemistry Trip
  24-27 Year 9 - Tautuku Camp & Year 13 Adventure Experience
  27 School Reports posted
July  3 Parent/Teacher Interviews
  4 Last day of Term 2
  21 First day of Term 3
  25 School Ball

Ski Trips
Have you noticed the weather? Not much fun, but there is one positive – big dumps of snow on 
the mountains!

We will again be offering ski trips next term (or maybe earlier if the conditions become too good 
to ignore). The local ski fields give schools an excellent package deal - especially for beginners, 
people who do not have their own gear and people who don’t want to ruin their car driving up 
the mountain! Costs are still to be finalised, but it looks like it will be around $110. This includes 
transport there and back, ski/board hire, lessons and lift passes. Despite this great deal, we 
understand that these trips are costly – if it is a viable option for parents and/or students to start paying in advance, then our office 
staff are able to help with this. 

We plan to run at least four trips this year – if there is sufficient demand, we may be able to offer more. Trips will run on Sundays and 
will be shared between The Remarkables and Coronet Peak. All year levels are welcome on these trips and we usually have room 
for a few parents as well!  Students need to keep an eye on the notices for meetings later in the term. We know there are heaps of 
students keen to get amongst it – let’s hope the snow keeps arriving and that the ski fields have a bumper season!

If anyone has any questions at this stage, please do not hesitate to contact us at school.
Alice Cade - alice.cade@menzies.school.nz

Brendon Wallace - brendon.wallace@menzies.school.nz
Teachers in Charge - Skiing

Students Love the Food in our Canteen!
Read the letters below written to our Canteen Manager.

1 Alma Street
Wyndham

26 May 2014

Dear Mrs Durry

I am writing to tell you how good the canteen is at 
Menzies College.  I am so pleased with the changes 
you have made.  If we didn’t have, we would go down 
the street and buy food.  It would be expensive and the 
teachers would catch us as we would have broken a 
school rule.

The food is so tasty because it is always fresh. Your 
drinks are always cold and your food is always hot.  I 
love how you are so kind to everyone that comes to the 
canteen.  You always have a big smile on your face. 
Your service is very quick which is good as we haven’t 
got much time.  I think the food is priced well and the 
selection is outstanding.  We are so grateful to have you.  
Thank you.

Yours sincerely

Cameron Wylie



 

Menzies College Rugby
Subs for 2014 -  These have now increased due to late payment.
Year 7 & 8, U14, U16 - increased to $30
First XV - $150 increased to $175 -  this includes jersey and socks
Money for subs and gear (may be paid together) is to be paid to Lois Heads, left at the school office, given to the team manager or 
paid by internet banking to account no: 03 0962 0066078 000 with your name as a reference.

Results - 31 May
Menzies Preston-Russell Law 1st XV  v McGlashan Lost 41-6 
Titiroa Transport U16/17   v SBHS Red -Lost 32-13
Tisbury Wool U14   v James Hargest College - Lost 32-22
Advance Ag Year 7 & 8   v No game

Draw - 7 June
Menzies Preston-Russell Law 1st XV v Kings High School - at Menzies - 1pm
Titiroa Transport U16/17   v DLS Midlands at Limehills No. 2 - 1pm
Tisbury Wool U14   v DLS Midlands at Limehills No. 2 - 2.15pm
Advance Ag Year 7 & 8   v St Peters College at Menzies - 10am

To our supporters - Text  1XVHLD  to  3080 and you will receive one text message at the end of your game with 
all your regions 1ST XV results for the duration of the Highlanders Competition.

The Rugby Club acknowledges the support of the following sponsors:
Preston-Russell Law, Tisbury Wool, Advance Ag, JJ Gore, Titiroa Transport, Vetco,

AON, Sinclair Contracting, Donald Engineering, MLT, AB Lime, Lee’s Dairy 
& Edendale Butchery

Peter Bee
Chairperson 

Menzies College Australian Sports Tour 2015
The next meeting date is Wednesday 11 June at 7.30pm in the school Library. We will be supporting 
the team organising the Casino night as well as getting the latest updates.  The Casino organising 
committee are meeting at 7pm before the general meeting.

Unsold casino tickets need to be returned to the school office by Tuesday 17 June.  Everyone should 
have received their tickets by now, but if you haven’t please ask your son/daughter going, as some 
envelopes went out via the school and and may still be in their school bag.  If possible raffles to be brought to the 11 June meeting.

Foodwrap Fundraiser
The food-wrap forms have been emailed to those that I have addresses for. If you have not received an email then please feel free to 
collect a form from the office or I will have some available at the meeting.  Please note the details on the forms re cheques and dates.  

If anyone is interested in ordering baking paper, food-wrap  or foil please contact a tour party member or the order with money can 
be left at the school office. 
Food-wrap 330mm x300m  = $23 or 330mm x 600m = $35
Roll-foil        440mm x 90m or 300mm x 150m = $22 (both sizes)
Baking paper 300mm x 100m =$30

Raffle Results
The raffle has finally been drawn and the winners are:
1st Dressed Lamb supplied by Greg McLellan Family: Arnold Crosbie   
2nd  Fire wood supplied by the Egerton Family: Owen Thwaites    
3rd  Meal Voucher supplied by The Tokonui Bistro: Greg McLellan 
Many thanks go to those that supplied the prizes and to the community that supported us by buying them. Thank you for your 
patience.

Carole Bee

Menzies College Netball
Draw - 7 June
Team  Opposition  Time  Court
Senior A  Knapdale A  1.20pm       1
Senior B  St Peters B  10.35am       2
Development Gore High Senior Blue 3.10pm       2
Junior Mixed St Peters 10C  10.35am       4

Mrs Kath Luoni
Teacher in Charge - Netball



Menzies College Soccer
Subs
Subs of $40 are now due. Please pay these as soon as possible or make arrangements with the office for payment.

Soccer Gear Orders
Players that owe money for socks and shorts are asked to pay for these urgently as we need to pay the account.  
Menzies College Soccer Apparel orders. When you order hoodies etc payment must be with your order and must be given to Mr 
Lambert.

Training and Games for the Season
At this stage, the girls 1st XI train on Mondays from 3.30pm to 4.45pm and games take place on Wednesdays.  The boys team train 
on Wednesdays from 3.30pm to 4.30pm with game dates to be arranged.

1st XI Boys Team Upcoming Games
We have some confirmed dates for the boys 1st XI team and we are also looking at a boys tournament team in late August.  These 
are as follows:
25 June vs Northern Southland College (Away)
2 July vs St Peters College (Away)
6 August vs St Peters College (Home)

Facebook Page
Menzies College Soccer have a facebook page which has match reports, important dates and other information. Just type in  
‘Menzies College Soccer’ and then click on the ‘LIKE’ icon.  You can also find the link on the Menzies College website in the sports 
section or do a search in google ‘Menzies College Soccer’.

Important Dates
Monday 9 June  Girls Training 3.30pm-4.45pm
Tuesday 11June           Development vs SGHS “Red” (at Menzies) - 4pm
                                            Menzies A vs SGHS Blue (at SGHS) - 4pm
                                             Boys 1st XI Training 3.30pm - 4.30pm
Monday 16 June           Development vs Menzies A - 4pm
Wednesday 18 June    Boys Training 3.30pm-4.30pm

Quiz Nights
When Monday 23 June and Monday 7 July
Where  Three Rivers Hotel, Wyndham
Time 7pm start, finish approximately 9:30pm
Cost  $5 per person. Teams of 4 or 5
Entry Please register on the Friday before – Friday 20 June and Friday 4 July
 Entries to Alice Cade – alice.cade@menzies.school.nz  or 027 408 5584

At the end of the 2nd quiz evening, the overall winning team will get a prize.
Raffles will be drawn throughout the evening in between rounds.

Please come along and support our 1st XI Girls soccer team so we can go to the National Tournament in Christchurch.

Sports Department
Track Suits
If anyone still has a tracksuit at home please return it to the school office urgently.  These are required for winter sports codes.

Mrs Sue Dynes
Sportsfit Co-ordinator

Primary Schools Cross Country
This is being held at Gorge Road School, Friday 13 June.  Sign up sheets for keen runners have been available this week.  Information 
will be given to those students who are going, early next week.

Clay Bird Shooting
We have an opportunity to get students in to this exciting sport through a local Gun Club.  While this will be run by the Gun Club on 
their premises and under their control, students will have a chance to shoot for and represent Menzies as they shoot against other 
school teams. A ‘sign up’ sheet is available outside the office. More details surrounding the cost/day etc are still to come. 

Tim Landreth
Sports-Co-ordinator




