
From the Principal’s Desk

9 December 2016

TEXT ‘follow themenziesway’ to 8987 for information updates

Kia ora
This is the last newsletter for the year. My thanks to everyone who assists in allowing the school to operate in the manner it does. 
From the Board of Trustees and staff, to the parents/caregivers and our community, my sincere thanks for everything you do for our 
school. We are truly fortunate to have the support that we have and every contribution regardless of its nature, makes managing a 
school easier.  To the students likewise, our wholehearted thanks for your efforts during the year. To you all, have a most enjoyable 
break and see you again in late January/early February. To our leavers, I wish you the very best and may Menzies College be just the 
beginning of your lifelong learning.

Today we had our ‘New Entrants Day’ where 45 students visited from the contributing schools. It was great to meet the future of 
our school and hope they enjoy the rest of their time here as much as they did today. My thanks to the contributing schools for 
supporting this day and to our Deans, Mrs Cowley and Mr Wilkinson, for arranging the programme. Next year we are looking to 
have a starting role of around 320 students with very good numbers in our senior school.  Next year we intend to return to separate 
Year 7 and 8 classes. This is timely given the size of our Year 8 cohort (55), our review of the structure and our intention to improve 
our judgements in National Standards.

Attending prizegiving is a requirement of every student unless an apology has been offered. Our seniors are on Wednesday night, 
with Year 11 and 12 students expected to wear full uniform and to meet in their year groups by 7pm.  The evening starts at 7.30pm.  
Students are expected to bring a plate for supper. On Thursday evening we repeat the process for our Year 7 to 10 students.

On Thursday afternoon at 2.15pm  we will have our farewell assembly where students can speak to those staff leaving, where we can 
present samples of work, give out the voucher prizes for our achievement slips and repeat the best presentations of our Integrated 
Curriculum activities. The House Shield will be presented at the conclusion of this assembly and all students are expected to be in 
attendance. They are also welcome to watch the Integrated Curriculum presentations in the hall during period 4.

From Monday our Year 7 to 10 students are involved in the Integrated Curriculum programme for up to three days. We have students 
spread from Tekapo to Stewart Island and it’s a fantastic way to finish the school year. Thanks in advance to all the parent/caregiver 
helpers who have also signed up and the energy of the staff at this busy time.

Congratulations to William Dickey who has achieved his Chief Scout award. He is the first Menzies student to do this in about 20 
years. This involves working through the scout award scheme of Bronze, Silver and Gold which takes approximately 3 years to 
get all of these and then onto Chief Scout which involves four modules: Outdoors, Community, Personal Development and New 
Experiences. We also have eight Menzies students heading to the Scout Jamboree in Renwick on 27 December and returning on 8 
January where there is going to be approximately 4,500 scouts and leaders. Those attending are Levi Dickey, Josh Olive, Ben Gauldie, 
Jonas Lindsay, Keegan Knapp, Peyton Dickson, Lina Buhre and Kimberley Simmons. These students have had to raise $2,500 each to 
attend this which has been a hard slog over the last two years and they have all done very well to achieve this.

Gerry Ward
Principal



Prizegivings
Notice for senior students:
Students are expected at school at the following times next week:

Wednesday 14 December: 2:15pm in the hall - Senior Prizegiving practice
Thursday 15 December: 2:15pm in the hall - Staff farewells and House Shield announcement. (You may also wish to attend the final 
Whanau time for the year at 2pm) 

Junior & Senior Prizegivings
Both prizegivings start at 7.30pm and students are required to bring a plate for supper.  The PTA will serve tea and coffee.

Social Science Department
Year 9 Business Studies 
On Tuesday 6 December the 9LL Business Studies class travelled into Invercargill to visit McDonald’s and explore Queens Park. 
Firstly, we went to Queens Park and wandered around the gardens and played in the playground. After looking at the interesting 
animals and the beautiful scenery, some of us decided to have a look in the museum. Next we headed back to the vans to go to 
McDonald’s.  Arriving at the South City McDonald’s we ordered some drinks and sat down to listen to the Operations Manager Kaye 
Fraser talk to us about managing a busy business like McDonald’s. We were taken for a tour through the kitchen and some of the 
other parts of the work place. Shortly after we were treated to a free medium combo on behalf of McDonald’s. After a fun-filled day 
in town it was time to head back to school to go home. A big thanks to Mr Joyce, Mr Cook, Kaye Fraser and all the crew at McDonald’s 
and everyone else involved in making this trip happen.

 Sophie Kingdon, Kendal Wallace & Ashton Smith

  Jaime Ross & Ethan Read    Ashton Smith, Sophie Kingdon, Rayden Todd & Leevi Wilson

English Department
English 101
A reminder to students from this class to return all text books that have been issued.

Integrated Studies
Sports Billy 
We are looking forward to our adventures with the Sports Billy crew next week. Here are a few reminders to help make it go well:

•	 for	mountain	biking	on	Monday	you	will	need	to	bring	your	bike,	an	appropriate	fitting	helmet	and	ideally	a	water	bottle		
 that fits on the bike
•	 for	swimming	on	Tuesday	you	will	need	togs	and	a	towel
•	 a	spare	change	of	clothes	each	day	would	also	be	useful	in	case	we	get	wet	and	muddy	–	we	aren’t	planning	to	but	you		
 never know! Students need to wear clothes that are appropriate for sports and a variety of layers in case the weather  
 changes
•	 for	all	three	days	you	will	need	to	bring	food	and	a	water	bottle	for	the	day.	On	Monday	and	Wednesday	we	will	be	based		
 around school but the canteen will not be open. On Tuesday please make sure the food is suitable to be eaten at a variety  
 of different venues during the day. We will be at the sports stadium and the Town and Country Club in Gore.  
•	 students	that	catch	the	bus	will	be	back	at	school	in	time	to	do	so	each	day	as	normal
•	 if	you	have	not	paid	yet	please	do	so	at	the	school	office
•	 sun	block	is	a	great	idea
•	 compulsory:	bring	a	smile	and	enthusiasm

Nigel Scarth



Menzies College Rugby
Expressions of interest are invited for COACHES and MANAGERS of the Menzies age group teams for the 
2017 season.

Possible teams will be Year 7 and 8, Under 14, U15, U15 Tournament team and 2nd XV. 
Final teams will be dependent on player numbers.

Interested parties contact:  
Neville Parkinson 03 2469539, nmparkinson@farmside.co.nz

Katrina Read 021464932, cody.katrina@vodafone.co.nz 

Expressions of interest close 10 February 2017

Important Dates
December 12-14  Integrated Curriculum
  14  Senior Prizegiving
  15  Junior Prizegiving
    Last day of school
  16  Teacher Only Day
	 	 19	 	 PTA	second	hand	uniform	sale	-3.30-5.30pm	in	school	office

2017 January 17	 	 PTA	second	hand	uniform	sale	-	4.30-6.30pm	in	school	office
  30  Senior Interviews
  31  Year 12 & 13 students only attend

February 1  Teacher Only Day
  2  All students attend
  6  Waitangi Day (school closed)
  13-15  Year 13 Leadership Camp at Edenview
  13-17  Year 12 Hope Arm camp
  23  Board of Trustees meeting - 7pm Fabrics Room

Menzies College Australian Sports Tour 2018
Last chance for any Rugby, Netball or Soccer players
The	tour	is	open	to	Years	11	–	13	students	in	2018	(Year	9	-11	this	year)	who	play	sport	for	the	school.		Consent	forms	are	available	
from	the	school	office.		Please	return	them	to	the	school	office	by	15	December	2016.	
 
The tour is going ahead in the April school holidays.  We understand that it is a considerable financial commitment to join the tour 
but there will be fundraising opportunities happening to help lessen the burden if you wish to fundraise.  The cost covers all travel, 
accommodation, food and activities as well as a touring kit that in the past has included back pack, sports bag, two polo/T-shirts, 
two singlets, two shorts/skort.
 
The tour is an amazing opportunity for our students to play their chosen sport in another country, while enjoying some of the sights 
and attractions available with your school friends.

Community Notice
Toolbox Parenting Group - for Parents of Tweens and Teens, Term 1 in Gore
The Parenting Place will be running a Toolbox Parenting Group for local parents of children aged 12 - 18 for 6 weeks in Term 1, 2017.
The	Tweens	and	Teens	Toolbox	is	completely	realistic	–	it	addresses	the	serious	dangers	and	problems	that	teenagers	can	encounter	
and gives practical coaching strategies to handle them. But it is also encouraging, in that the course never loses sight of the fact that 
there is so much to enjoy as your children go through this stage.

When: Tuesday evenings from 7th March - 11th April 2017 (7 - 9 pm)
Where: Gore Kidshub, 13 Wayland Street, Gore 
For more information or to register please contact Katrina Ritani, Southland Parenting Place Co-ordinator, phone 0278417763 or 
email southland@parentingplace.nz



Board of Trustees Report
Our last meeting of the board has rolled around so quickly and we really don’t know where the year has gone, but when you reflect 
back, a lot has been achieved. This meeting saw us welcome our selected trustee Josh Bucknell and so the final makeup of the board 
is finally established, fingers crossed. While this meeting was a little less busy than some we still dealt with a number of matters of 
significance. 

We have accepted an offer on the Florence Street house that we have had on the market for some time and await confirmation of 
the sale. The Board had identified several houses that were excess to requirements and this would represent the sale of the last of 
these. The money from the sales is added to the schools 5YA (5 year agreement) which is the budget that the board has for the major 
building projects at the school. This has seen the refurbishment of the technical area and the current music suite in recent times. We 
are still awaiting confirmation from the Ministry of special funding to help us re-roof the whole school from this pool of money also.

A number of expeditions happening next week were approved and their Risk Assessment and Management (RAMs) documents 
signed off. The students are going to have some amazing opportunities and we hope they all enjoy these. 

Mr Ward reported on the NCEA tracking data and what was being done for students who may fall short of the required number of 
credits. He also reported that the music room re-development was to proceed as planned on time and in fact this project is now 
well under way.

The Board also had a planning meeting on 29 November at which the draft Charter for 2017 was reviewed and some discussion was 
held around a number of strategies to help communicate with parents and to encourage parents to feel welcome to visit the school 
and be part of school events. We acknowledge that as your children grow and transition to secondary school they are reluctant to 
encourage the same level of parental involvement with the school. It is part of becoming an independent person. The school does 
however need and rely on parental input and we encourage you to come to events like sports day, special assemblies and especially 
meeting the teachers, no matter how much your child protests!  Communication is how we can all get the best for your child at our 
school.

I wish to thank the board for all their time and work this year and all the whanau who have contributed to and supported school 
events.  On behalf of the board I wish you all a very happy Christmas and a safe and enjoyable summer break.  

The next scheduled meeting is Thursday 23 February at 7pm in the fabrics room.
Mrs Carole Bee 

Chairperson

Wanted - One family to host an exchange student
We  still need a family to host a Japanese exchange student from Terms 1-3 next year.  There is a weekly allowance to help cover 
costs.  If you can help with this, please contact Sharee Knapp at school.

Menzies College PTA
Christmas Raffle
Thank you to all parents/caregivers who have sold the PTA raffle tickets and donated non-perishable grocery items for the Christmas 
hamper.	Please	return	all	ticket	butts/money	and	grocery	items	to	the	school	office	together	with	any	unsold	tickets.	The	raffle	will	
be drawn at the Menzies Junior prizegiving on 15 December.  Thank you for your support. 

Second Hand Uniform Sale
The	uniform	sale	will	be	on	Monday	19	December	from	3.30-5.30pm	in	the	school	office.		Clothing	to	be	sold	may	be	left	at	the	
office	with	your	contact	details,	price	etc.	where	you	will	need	to	complete	the	appropriate	paper	work.	The	PTA	will	sell	good	clean	
uniforms on behalf of or we gratefully accept donations. The uniform commission of 20% forms a small part of the PTA income, 
which in turn benefits the school. Payments can be made by cash, cheque or Eft Pos.  We appreciate your support of the uniform 
shop.  Another sale will take place on  Tuesday 17 January from 4.30pm to 6.30pm.  Enquiries to Carlyn Stewart on (03) 2064373. 

Lost/Found Property
There	is	a	huge	amount	of	lost	and	found	articles	in	the	lost	property	at	the	office.		We	urge	parents/caregivers	to	call	in	and	check	
it out before the end of the term (16 December).  Any unclaimed mufti clothes will be taken to the Salvation Army and school 
uniform will be given to the PTA to be sold and the proceeds donated back to the school.  Your assistance in this matter would be 
appreciated.



New Zealand Secondary Schools Athletics Championships
From the 2-4 December, a team of five athletes from Menzies College (Tyla Adams, Gabby Knapp, Caeden McGregor, Hayden Stuart 
and Jordan Stuart) attended and competed in the 2016 New Zealand Secondary Schools Athletics Championships held in Auckland.  
It was the first time Menzies College has sent a team to a national athletics competition and a strong sense of pride and anticipation 
was felt by each member of the touring group, both athletes and supporters.  

Friday the 2nd saw our runners in action.  Hayden Stuart opened the teams account with a credible run in the junior boys 800m.  
Unfortunately, he had a trip during the first lap of the race and injured his right foot, however he soldiered on and still managed 
to gain a 7th placing in his heat with a time of 2:25 minutes.  Jordan Stuart was next up in the senior Boys 800m.  After leading for 
much of the race, he dropped back slightly but still managed a 4th placing in his heat, running a personal best time of 2:09 minutes 
which saw him narrowly miss out on the semi-finals.  Later in the day our sprinters ran their 200m heats.  Caeden McGregor qualified 
for the junior boys 200m quarter finals with a 3rd placing and personal best time of 24.93 seconds in his heat while Tyla Adams also 
qualified for the quarter finals with a 1st placing in her heat of the junior girls 200m with a time of 28.01 seconds. 
 
Early on Saturday the 3rd it was Gabby Knapp’s turn in the junior girl’s shot put.  With shot put being her least favourite event she 
managed 28th place and gave it a solid effort, with her best shot coming in at 8.01m.  Gabby had discus later in the day and did 
well, coming in at 23rd place with a best throw on the day of 22.49m. Jordan Stuart competed in the senior boy’s triple jump on 
Saturday as well but unfortunately was unable to find his best form, placing 21st with a best jump of 10.57m which was nearly 2 
metres below his best.  

The junior girls and boys 100m heats also took place on Saturday, with Tyla Adams qualifying for the quarter finals with another first 
place finish and time of 13.39 seconds, while Caeden McGregor placed 4th with a time of 12.53 seconds which saw him just miss out 
on making the quarter finals.  Tyla placed fifth in her 100m quarter final with the exact same time from her heat of 13.39 seconds.  
Tyla and Caeden also gave it their best shot in their 200m quarter final races on Saturday afternoon but were unable to qualify for 
the semi-finals, finishing 7th and 8th respectively with times of 27.77 and 25.09 seconds.  

Overall, the weekend was a really enjoyable experience in Auckland testing ourselves against the best athletes from around the 
country.  The high standard of performance from the Menzies athletes reflected the effort and support of those who gave up their 
time and money to help out with our endeavours. Thanks must be given to all the parents, especially those who managed us while 
we were away (Kylie Rhodes, Brad Adams, Lorraine and Stephen Stuart), our trainers/coaches, our generous sponsors (Ace Exterior 
Plasters, Walker Mowers, Tasman Heights, South Rhodes, Southern Wide Building, Southern Insulation, ALSCO Services, Fulton Swim 
School, Stuart Grazing, TRIFLOR and the Mataura Licencing Trust) for their financial support and most importantly to Mrs Katie Keil 
who initiated the idea of a Menzies team attending nationals and managed, applied for funding and oversaw the whole process 
through to fruition.  I hope that Menzies athletics can build on the progress made this year and continue to strengthen and grow 
in the future.

Jordan Stuart

Top Left: Hayden, Brock & Jordan Stuart   Top Centre: Caeden McGregor (left) in action  Top Right: Gabby Knapp in action

Above L to R:  Jordan Stuart    Tyla Adams (L) and Gabby Knapp (R) with Valerie Adams  Caeden McGregor




