
From the Principal’s Desk
            6 May 2016

Kia ora
Welcome back to Term two. I trust you all had an enjoyable break over the holidays. Already, things are busy with so much scheduled 
for the term. We have the school cross country on Wednesday, our Wananga at the Runanga, the Chopper Appeal and the annual 
7 a-side all in the next three weeks. Our seniors are off to the University open day on Monday and they have their Ball at the 
other end of the week. Thirteen students will be attending the National Youth Leaders Day on 30 May and we have senior science 
assessment tasks scheduled for overnight stays in Dunedin and Wellington.

A quick glance at the raw data around Term one attendance seems extremely pleasing. I had written previously about the importance 
of having good attendance and without breaking it down too far, we know that for the first 11 weeks of school we had an overall 
student average of 92.25% with the male students just slightly ahead of the females. It was particularly pleasing to see that 43 
students were in full attendance for every day of the term. As winter makes a start it remains crucial that students look to avoid colds 
and other health issues so they maintain this excellent beginning.

Another significant figure is the dramatic reduction in the number of students who have been sent from class last term. We had 
only 4 students ‘ghosted’ for the term. Putting that in perspective, last year at the end of term one we had 33 and in Term one of 
2014, 55 were ghosted. The year before there was 64 and the one before that 70. We are clearly seeing the benefits of our Positive 
Behaviour for Learning Programme and the positive change that a number of students have made in their attitude towards learning 
and respecting the classroom environment. 

Most of our winter sports teams make a start this week and I would like to take the opportunity to wish everyone a successful and 
enjoyable season. Thanks to the coaches and managers who have had these teams in training for the past five or six weeks. It’s really 
good viewing our fields after school with so many students actively engaged in skill and fitness activities. A simple observation 
would be that fitness levels across all the teams looks really good for this stage of the season and a positive attitude seems to have 
been adopted towards this important aspect of sport. Fairplay at all times, regardless.

Next Saturday evening 14 May, we will be holding the school ball in our hall. This is the highlight of the year to date for a number 
of our students and their partners. It can also become the worse day of their life if things go wrong. Amongst all the excitement 
it remains crucial that parents/caregivers have a good plan in place with their son/daughter and that everyone takes on the 
responsibility of looking after their friends and fellow students. The ball starts at 8pm and everyone is welcome to view the students 
arriving in the school carpark from 7pm.

On Friday 3 June we will be having a Teachers Only day and this allows for a four day break with Queen’s Birthday on the Monday.

PB4L
Congratulations to Micaiah Johnston-Brown, Nadine Martin, Marina Ferguson, Ted Dodd and Mr Joyce for winning the  achievement 
slip draw for this week.   Micaiah received his for  ‘answering quick-fire questions correctly’.  Your canteen vouchers are available from 
the office.  Keep up the great work!

Gerry Ward
Principal

TEXT ‘follow themenziesway’ to 8987 for information updates



Parent  Election  Notice - Board of Trustees Election
Nominations are invited for the election of five parent representatives to the board of trustees.  A nomination form and a notice 
calling for nominations will be posted to all eligible voters.  Additional nomination forms can be obtained from the school office.  
Nominations close at noon on Friday 20 May 2016 and may be accompanied by signed candidates’ statements.  The voting roll is 
open for inspection at the school and can be viewed during normal school hours.  There will also be a list of candidates’ names, as 
they come to hand, available for inspection at the school.

Voting closes at noon on  Friday 3 June 2016.
Mrs Sue Dyer 

Returning Officer

Important Dates
May 11  School Cross Country
 14  School Ball
 15  Australian Sports Tour meeting - Library 7pm
 17  Year 10 & 11 Health Careers Expo
 18  Te Anau Cross Country
 23  Vision testing - Year 7
 23-27  Green week
 26  Board of Trustees meeting

June 1  Incubator Trip
 3  Teacher Only Day
 6  Queen’s Birthday observance
 19-21 July Tautuku Pre-camp
 26  Year 9-10 Netball Tournament

July 5  Parent/Teacher Interviews
 8  Last day of Term 2
 11-14  Junior netball tournament
 25  First day back of Term 3
 26-27  Burnham Grammer School visit

Vision Testing - Year 7 students
The Health Nurse will be at school on Monday 23 May at 9am for the Year 7 vision and colour vision testing.  If you do not wish your 
child to be screened, please notify the school office.

•	 Vision	screening	for	all	Year	7’s	(Please	Note:	Your	child	will	not	be	screened	if	he/she	is	under	the	care	of	a	specialist	and	/	
 or optometrist)
•	 Colour	Vision	for	Year	7	male	students
•	 Parents/caregivers	will	be	notified	if	further	assessment	is	required	by	an	Optometrist

Careers Department
Year 12 Careers Appointments
Career appointments with Year 12 students are currently underway. Letters with the appointment date and time have been sent 
home. Could parents/caregivers please remind their students to attend.  Parents/caregivers are most welcome to attend the 
appointment with their student.

Stuart Clark
Careers Advisor/Transition Team

Menzies College PTA
The Menzies PTA needs you so please attend our meeting on 10 May at 7pm in the school staffroom. As a group we don’t do much 
fundraising.  We choose to support the school at functions when they need some extra hands or supper is required, so it’s not a big 
commitment and is really appreciated by the staff.  Please come along for a short meeting to support your child's school.  Apologies 
to Lois Heads on 027 337658. 

Attention all Hoarders
The Special Needs Department is on the look out for old pieces of furniture to be used as painting projects for some of our students.    
If	lurking	in	your	woolshed	or	hunkering	in	a	back	corner	is	a	small	piece	of	furniture	(i.e.	chair,	bedside	table,	mirror	frame)	you	no	
longer require, could you please be kind enough to drop it in to the school.  Thank you.

Mrs Barb Cowley
Teacher in Charge 



Menzies College Netball
Welcome to the new season of netball. Grading games will be held on the next two Saturdays and it will be the first games for Green, 
Red and White teams this Saturday.  All games are played at the Gore Sports Centre. Friends and family are encouraged to go and 
support the girls.

Draw - Saturday 7 May
Menzies A   vs  Blue Mountain  2.15pm   Court 1
Menzies B   vs   Blue Mountain B                  12.25pm              Court 3
Menzies Green  vs  Gore High 10A              1.20pm                    Court 2
Menzies Red vs  Gore High Senior Blue       10.35am        Court 2 
Menzies White  vs Gore High 10 Gold          10.35am             Court 4

A reminder about the netball meeting on Monday 9 May at  7pm in the staffroom.  Parents of the ‘A’  team are encouraged to attend 
to discuss fundraising for SISS in Nelson. This will be held after the meeting.  Apologies to Sue 027 2924412 or Lois 027 3337658.



Proposed 2018 Australian Sports Tour
A meeting for parents/caregivers and students of all interested Year 9 to 11 students wishing to attend the tour in 2018 is being held 
in	the	Menzies	College	Library	on	Wednesday	18	May	at	7:30pm.			We	are	looking	at	taking	students	that	play	rugby,	netball	and	
soccer for Menzies on a sports tour.  In the past we have only taken rugby and netball but hope to also take soccer in 2018.  If you 
play a sport that isn’t named here, then come along and discuss the possibilities for your sport being included.
 
Apologies	to	Lois	Heads	on		027	3337658	or	Sue	Poole	on		(03)	246	8528.

Menzies College Rugby
Draw for this week
Menzies	Red		 v	 Menzies	Green	at	Edendale	at	4pm	Thursday	night	(5	May)
Under	15	 v	 Gore	High	School	at	Gore	High	School	No.1	at	4:30	pm	(6	May)
2nd	XV		 	 v	 DLS	at	Limehills	No.1	at	7pm	Thursday	(5	May)
1st	XV		 	 v	 SBHS	2nd	XV	at	Menzies	No.1	at	1:15pm
Good luck to all the teams as the season gets going.

The Year 7 and 8 teams have already started, with great signs for the season. Well done to the two teams.  Please remember that 
attending training is crucial. Your coaches and managers put in a huge effort to prepare the players so big efforts at training are in 
order.

Katrina	Read	has	done	an	awesome	job	of	building	the	Menzies	page	on	the	“sporty”	website.		To	access	this	website	go	to:
http://sporty.co.nz/menzies/		You	will	find	heaps	of	information	on	our	teams,	the	draw	and	photos.		As	we	use	it	and	get	used	to	it,	
I know everyone will love it. Have a look - we welcome any feedback.

I have mentioned expected conduct in the last newsletter. The committee expects players to attend training, listen, behave and 
support each other. We work very hard for our players to be safe and enjoy their rugby.  We expect all players to respect our 
coaching teams and their helpers. 

Please remember all playing fields are required to have a barrier erected to keep spectators a safe distance from the playing field. 
Our water boys, first aid people and linesmen are allowed over the barrier. We must keep behind erected barriers and managers 
will ask people to move back if they are encroaching over the designated barriers. We have been penalised for failure to adhere to 
Rugby Southland rules in the past, so please stay behind the barriers. If you see anyone in the wrong place, please ask them to move. 

It is time to get subs paid please. The subs for the season are $50 per player, except for the 1st XV players whose sub is $150. For any 
players who didn’t receive order forms for gear, or have not registered yet, we will catch up with you soon. To pay subs there are the 
following	options:
•	 Cash	in	a	named	envelope,	handed	in	to	the	office,	tagged	for	rugby	or	give	to	Lois	Heads.
•	 Cheque	made	out	to	Menzies	Rugby,	handed	in	to	the	office,	tagged	for	rugby	or	give	to	Lois	Heads.
•	 Internet	banking:		Menzies	Rugby	account			03	0962	0066078	000.		
 Please put players name and sub or gear as reference/details.

The committee is looking at options for bringing an international player to our club/school. We are currently pursuing some interest 
from a couple of players from the Netherlands. Their rugby and academic curriculum vitaes look good. If you are interested in 
billeting any player please contact Ross McLeod or Bob Wallis. This is a great chance to learn a new culture and support our club. 
Some people have questioned taking a player/student for a short period rather than the duration of the players stay. We would 
certainly look at this option, so again if you think you would be able to support us, please contact one of the above.

The committee warmly invites any parents/caregivers and supporters of our players to join our committee. We have an awesome 
group	with	great	numbers.	Our	next	committee	meeting	is	on	Monday	23	May		at	7:30pm	in	the	library.	For	more	details,	or	apologies	
please contact Bob Wallis on 2066346 or b-m-wallis@clear.net.nz

The 1st XV team are trying to find the black vests last worn by the senior team two seasons ago.  If you have one and would like to 
return it please contact Logan Howe on 2064947.

Entertainment Book 2016-17
This book is now available from our office at a cost of $60 and entitles the purchaser to hundreds of valuable offers 
for restaurants, arts, attractions, hotel accommodation, travel and much more, in the Otago and Southland region.   
This year there is also a digital membership option for use on Smartphones.  These books can be used from now until June, 2017.  
Email enquiries are welcome.

Community Notice
Wyndham Community Pool 
The pool is now closed for the season. A very big thank you for supporting the pool. Please feel free to keep your key for next season, 
however unwanted keys can be returned to Menzies College Office or Lee’s Dairy by 13 May for a $10 refund.



Menzies College Soccer
Winter 7 –a-side Soccer Tournament 2016
Wednesday	25	May	is	the	date	for	this	tournament.	We	are	hoping	to	send	four	teams	to	Lumsden	(NSC)	this	year.		Teams	are	mixed	
girls	and	boys	and	are	the	following	year	levels:		Juniors	Year	7-9	and	Seniors	Year	10-13.

Subs for the season are due on 9 May and this year they are $45.00. Once the EOTC permission form is returned with the payment, 
players will receive a pack of freebies which includes a boot-bag, drink bottle and other bits and pieces. Please remember any 
money required for travel will be over and above this amount. You will be notified when and if this is required. 

Coach and managers needed for teams for the coming season
Boys 1st XI  - A coach and manager is needed for our Kelly Irwin First National Menzies Boys 1st XI.  These positions would only take 
a couple of hours a week at the most. Some help with costs are available for these positions.  If you can help please contact Carl 
Lambert email clambert@menzies.school.nz  phone 2064979.

Southland Girls College Football League structure for 2016 season & starting date
This year they are looking at two divisions of five teams in each division. Schools with two teams, the strongest one would be in 
Division	1	and	others	in	Division	2.		That	would	mean	Division	1	would	comprise	of	5	teams:	Central	Southland	College,	MLT	Menzies	
College,  SGHS 1, SGHS 2, James Hargest College.  Division 2 would be made up of 5 teams from SGHS 3, Walker Mowers Menzies 
College, Northern Southland College, Verdon College, James Hargest.  They hope to have the season draw out by the end of this 
week	(6	May)	and	the	first	games	will	be	on	Wednesday	18	May.

Social Media
To keep our parents/caregivers, supporters, players, suppliers and providers up to date, we have Facebook and a new tab on the 
Menzies College School Website.  We feel it is important to keep all our supporters up to date with important information.  

Facebook – with our Facebook page you don’t have to be a member of Facebook to look at it. Just put it into a search engine 
(Google,	etc)	and	type	in	Menzies	College	Soccer	and	you	will	be	able	to	look	at	the	page.
Link	-	https://www.facebook.com/Menzies-College-Soccer-428451490523954/

Menzies College School Website – If you go to the Menzies College website and click on the Sports & Recreation Tab on the Menu, 
then click on the tab at the top right hand corner of the page “Soccer Football”  it will take you to the Menzies College Soccer page 
with	information	and	forms	you	can	download.		Link	-	http://www.menzies.school.nz/pages/menzies-college-soccer-football/
Also you can check the daily notices for trainings, dates and times of soccer events as well.
Link	-	http://www.menzies.school.nz/pages/daily-notices/
 
Important Upcoming Dates
6 May  Training Boys 3.30pm to 4.30pm
9	May	 	 Soccer	Subs	due	$45.00	(paid	to	the	office)
10 May  Training for Girls 3.30pm to 5pm
11 May  No games - school cross-country
  Boys team entry due
13 May  Boys Training 3.30pm to 4.30pm
17 May  Girls training 3.30pm to 5.00pm
18 May  Girls League games to start

Sports Department
Cross Country - Wednesday 11 May
If students qualify for the Southland Cross Country they will receive a letter and permission form on the day which will need to be 
returned by 16 May.  The Southland cross country will be held in Te Anau on Wednesday 18 May.  The age groups are taken from the 
31st December and are as follows    
U13 Boys / Girls  U14 Boys / Girls  U16 Boys / Girls  016 Boys / Girls
Only the O16 Boys complete twp laps everyone else will complete one lap.
Below	is	a	timetable	for	the	day:
1.10   Lunch
1:30pm			 Head	to	Racecourse
1:40pm	 	 U13	Girls
1:50pm	 	 U13	Boys
2.00pm  U14 Girls
2:10pm	 	 U14	Boys
2:20pm	 	 U16	Girls
2:30pm	 	 U16	Boys
2:40pm	 	 O16	Girls
2:50pm	 	 O16	Boys
3.05pm  Return to school for homeroom and change

Miss Katie Hall
Sports Co-ordinator




