
From the Principal’s Desk

            15 April 2016

Kia ora
On Thursday our Year 12 and 13 Outdoor students and the last group of Year 7 and 8 homerooms returned from their respective 
camps.  Like always, it’s so good to hear about those students who struggle in the classroom having great success beyond the 
confines of four walls. Our outdoor education programme is important to us and the very extensive programme we operate 
hopefully embeds into our students a degree of confidence that allows them to feel successful and capable of dealing with the 
many challenges that may come their way. Thanks to all the parents/caregivers and staff that have assisted with our camps over 
these past two weeks.

Uniform is always an issue and this term we have made the transition into a new senior uniform. From 2 May, students will be in 
winter uniform and this needs to be correctly worn. A range of kilts, jackets, some vests and jerseys are available from the school 
office during the second week of the school holidays, but please ring first. Ties with an elastic band will be on sale on the first day 
back for $20. Students know when they dress in the wrong shoes, jacket or top that they are inviting a difficult conversation early in 
the school day. Every effort must be made to wear proper black shoes, a school jersey or the correct school jacket and most get this 
right on a daily basis. Please organise the winter uniform over the holidays and ensure that it doesn’t become another contested 
feature in the school day. We want our uniform to look really smart and everyone must make an effort for this to happen.

As I mentioned last week, the term has moved through at a rapid pace with so much on, but we can all feel very satisfied with how it 
has progressed. I want to thank the students for settling in so positively right from the start and classroom learning, participation in 
school events and general behaviour has been as good as I can remember for a first term.  We have some truly wonderful students 
here who make the school a most enjoyable place for so many others. Enjoy the upcoming holidays, it’s a time to rest up but don’t 
stop getting a bit of school work completed. Try and get along to an ANZAC commemoration near your place on Monday 25 April.

A remake of the classic “Goodbye Pork Pie” is being filmed in Wyndham on 27 April so if you have nothing better to do, check out 
how the New Zealand Film Industry works.

PB4L
Congratulations to Hannah Wallis, Devon McLeod, Ethan McDonough, Lisa Clark and Mr Landreth for winning the achievement 
draw this week.  Lisa achieved hers by ‘working consistently well to improve understanding’ and ‘achieving in the first internal 
assessment’.  Your canteen vouchers are available from the office.  Keep up the great work.

Gerry Ward
Principal



English Department
ENG101 assessment dates
AS90854v2: Form personal response to independently read texts, supported by evidence.
Response #4:               Wednesday 11 May, period 3
Response #5:               Wednesday 1 June, period 3
Response #6:               Wednesday 29 June, period 3

Ms Sonja Swale
Head of Department - English

Important Dates
April 15  End of Term 1

May 2  First day back Term 2
 4  HPV Vaccinations - Year 8 girls
 7  Board of Trustees meeting
 11  School Cross Country
 14  School Ball
 18  Te Anau Cross Country
 23-27  Green week
 26  Board of Trustees meeting

June 6  Queen’s Birthday observance
 19-21July Tautuku Pre-camp
 26  Year 9-10 Netball Tournament

July 8  Last day of Term 2
 11-14  Junior netball tournament
 25  First day back of Term 3
 26-27  Burnham Grammer School visit

Mathematics Department
Maths 101 Bivariate Data Analysis Assessment
This week the Maths 101 students did an assessment 
where they had to compare the hopping distance 
of right and left feet. They had to plan how to 
collect the data and were split in to groups to take 
measurements from four junior classes. The next two 
periods were spent inputting the data into Microsoft 
Excel, graphing the data and summarising their 
findings.

Peter Wilkinson
Teacher

The teachers of the Mathematics department have discussed the advantages of using an on-line system to assist students with 
learning maths. After investigating some of the programmes available, we have settled on the Mathletics programme and intend to 
run a trial in Term 2 for Year 9 and 10 students. We expect that some students will be familiar with this system as it is used in many 
of our contributing schools.

The Mathletics system will be used as a method of reinforcing learning out of class hours. The advantage of Mathletics is that 
students can learn at a targeted pace and level. We expect that students who have a strong understanding in Maths will be able 
to use this system to become more independent learners and extend their learning. For those that need ideas to be reinforced, 
teachers will be able to target the areas they need to improve on and focus on these before they move on to another skill or topic. 
It is hoped that this will make sure students are making progress no matter what their curriculum level is, give teachers another tool 
to measure that progress and also to make students more aware of their own learning goals.

In order to use this system, students need access to a computer or device (iPad, tablet, smartphone) and the internet. We have 
surveyed students and found that there are very few students who do not have this access. It is vitally important that lack of access 
to technology is no barrier – we will endeavour to make sure that students can access the school’s technology in the morning, at 
interval, at lunchtime and afterschool if required. 

While we are still negotiating the final cost of this service, it will be comparable to alternative options such as homework books. The 
Mathematics Department is hoping to subsidise the Term 2 trial, with the full cost coming in from Term 3 if the trial proves to be 
successful. We will also look at the Year 7 and 8 students using the same system in the future.  If you have any questions about this, 
or any other matters involving Mathematics at Menzies, please do not hesitate to make contact.

Brendon Wallace
Head of Department - Mathematics



Shear Excellence 
Shear Excellence took place at Peter and Carole Bee’s farm on Friday 8 April. Menzies College, St Peters College and Aparima College 
all entered teams for the shearing competition. Each team had three competitors and each competitor had the opportunity to 
shear three times. The first two shears were for the school and the third for the individual competition. The judges scored only on 
the quality of the shear with marks being deducted for nicks and other imperfections. Liam Parish won the Matty Kingsbury trophy 
by one point from Oliver Woodrow and then Liam was first equal in the individual section. Liam was exceptionally nervous before 
the event and was considering whether he should even give it a go. It just goes to show what you can achieve if you try!

A big thank you to Peter and Carole for the use of their shearing shed, equipment and hospitality, Kaitlen Yorke for being a rousey.  
Also thanks to Brad Lamb and his family for providing the sheep and to Chas Tohiarki for his organistion and expertise.

Cameron Parkinson shearing with the judges watching closely    Liam Parish and Oliver Woodrow shearing    Cameron Parkinson, Liam Parish and Oliver Woodrow

Board of Trustees Report
At our March meeting the board discussed again the implications of the new Health and Safety at Work legislation and the 
Vulnerable Children’s Act, as many boards will be doing around the country, while we consider proposals for Education Outside the 
Classroom. While the Health and Safety legislation is largely intended to target the safety of the people who are employed by the 
school (or visit it in the course of their work such as outside agencies and contractors) it also implies the inclusion of the students 
who are an integral part of the school work place environment. We are determined that the culture of Menzies College that provides 
many opportunities for students to challenge themselves in sometimes very challenging environments will not change but we are 
also mindful of the responsibility we have for the safety of our employees and students. We rely heavily on the Risk Assessment 
and Management documents (RAMs) that staff provide for such activities to assure the board of that safety. Parents/caregivers who 
accompany students on such trips also play a vital role. So what can you do? Adults can ensure that they are familiar with the RAMs 
documents for each activity and abide by them. If you feel something that is happening is not safe, then you should feel able to tell 
the teacher in charge of the event what is happening and how you feel. We all need to do our part to keep this culture alive in our 
school.

Other matters dealt with included:
•	 The	presentation	of	the	National	Standards	data	of	the	incoming	Year	7	students.	This	data	is	used	by	the	board	to		
 prioritise the spending in this area of the school and also to measure the progress of the students through to the end of  
 Year 8 against our stated achievement goals in the school charter.
•	 Property	matters	such	as	the	sale	of	school	houses	and	the	tender	for	the	management	of	our	10YPP	funding	(the	money		
 the Ministry allocates each school for capital expenses on our buildings such as the C Block redevelopment).
•	 NCEA	final	results	data	was	presented.	There	was	a	significant	lift	in	Level	3	roll	based	achievement	and	the	percentage		
 gaining University Entrance.

“Make a Difference: Ki te whakapiki”.
If you have skills that could be transferable to the school board of trustees then please consider standing at the next triennial 
election. The board has set the election date to be the national common date of 3 June 2016 so very shortly the returning officer will 
be calling for nominations for the five parent representative positions. It is a very healthy thing for the democratic process to have 
to proceed through the full cycle, including an election, to ensure the integrity of the election process and that the true voice of 
the community is being represented. Our board is a positive group who as a team, have the skills to manage property and finances, 
staff and monitor student progress. We need trustees who wish to continue to want a quality education for our students and to get 
the best out of our resources to make that happen. It can be challenging and thought provoking but always rewarding. If you are 
interested please feel free to contact myself or other board members.  There is more information on this further on in the newsletter 
and events will be advised later.

The next  meeting has been rescheduled to 5 May (to work around school holidays) at 7pm in the fabrics room.
Mrs Carole Bee 

Chairperson

HPV Vaccination
The second round of the HPV vaccinations for Year 8 girls is due in Term 2.   This is scheduled for Wednesday 4 May at 9:30 am.

Lost and Found
There is a huge amount of un-named lost and found property in the school office.  If this is not claimed before the end of the first 
week of Term 2, it will be taken to the Salvation Army.  Any school uniform un-claimed will be sold on behalf of the the PTA.



Westpac Chopper Appeal
On Friday 13 May (Week two next term), 60 riders will bike from Queenstown to Invercargill (via Lumsden, Gore, Waimumu, Te Tipua) 
covering a distance of 236km. This is happening to raise money for the local Rescue Helicopter Trust. Mr Wallace is again one of the 
riders this year. The riders start at 6am (what?!?) in small groups for a leisurely ride (in the dark) to Kingston. After re-grouping, the 
whole group then travels south together, with a few stops along the way to spread the word and collect donations from schools 
and businesses. The aim is to reach the Don Street branch of Westpac at around 5.30pm. The aim of this event is to raise money. 
Menzies is getting behind this cause (and Mr Wallace) by having a Mufti Day before the day of the ride. Further information about 
this will be available shortly. 

Because we are a rural community, the importance of a rescue helicopter is vital. While we hope to never need one, the reality is that 
when something goes wrong, the time saved through the use of a helicopter saves lives. Whether it is a search and rescue operation, 
or an option to get sick or injured people to hospital more quickly, the benefits are huge. In recent times Menzies College has had 
to use this service to help airlift an injured student from a remote area while on Hope Arm Camp. This is evidence that this cause is 
both important and relevant for our community. If you want to donate you can either drop your donation in to the school office or 
donate on-line at https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/qt2invbikeride 
Last year this event raised $140,000 of which the rider’s fundraising contributed $40,000. The remaining $100,000 came from an 
anonymous donation which was confirmed on the day. This year, the aim is for the riders to raise in excess of $60,000. 
If you have any questions about this event, please contact Mr Wallace at the school.

Winter Uniform
A reminder that winter uniform is to be worn as from the start of Term 2.

Technology Department
Year 7 & 8 Food Technology
This week the Year 7 and 8 class were doing their final assessment on the breakfast unit they 
have been learning about this term.  They chose a staff member to cook for and had to create a 
café name, logo and menu as well as cook something they had learnt to cook over the term, to 
show they could use their skills independently.

The students did a very professional job displaying their café and food for their clients. The 
teachers were equally impressed and really enjoyed being fussed over by the students. Ahna 
Norman and Charlotte Bell cooked for myself, which was a lovely meal that was cooked well and 
presented very meticulously.

Year 10 Food Technology
Our Year 10 Food Technology class has completed an assessment on a significant meal. They had to produce 
a healthy lunch for a stakeholder, some chose to cook for each other and others chose to cook for a staff 
member.  They had to interview to find out what their stakeholder likes, dislikes, allergic to and any specific 
dietary requirements and plan a meal they could cook within a period that met nutritional requirements 
of their stakeholders. Again, the students cooked a fantastic meal and staff that were cooked for were very 
impressed with the presentation and the level of skill the young cooks could show. 

The photo shows Barbara Williams with a chicken salad and creamy pumpkin soup cooked by Annalie Woodrow and 
Oceania Fuatavia-Grieve.

Miss Katie Hall
Foods Technology Teacher

Attitude Presentations 
On Monday we were fortunate to have the Attitude Group 
present a series of talks to the Yearr 9-13 students. These 
presentations have been designed to complement the Health 
Education programme at Menzies College and are delivered 
by trained presenters who often have a background in youth 
work. This organisation also plays a wider role in education 
providing curriculum based resources that schools can access 
as well as providing parenting presentations. 

Their website www.attitude.org.nz also provides an interactive way to reinforce and augment the information presented. I encourage 
all to log on and view this website. 

Mark Kerslake
Head of Department - Health & Physical Education



Community Notices

Colgate Games 2016
An invitation is extended to all who attended the Southland Primary School Athletics day at Surrey Park last weekend and to those 
who are interested in getting involved in athletics next season.  On the 15, 16, and 17 January 2017, Invercargill are hosting the 
South Island Colgate Games. This is an athletics event for children aged 7-14 years old as at 31 December, 2016.  With over 800 
competitors expected to attend from clubs throughout the South Island, this is an ideal opportunity to come and compete against 
other young athletes of similar ability. For further information about the Colgate Games and to find out more about athletics in 
Southland or where you can join a club, go to http://www.athleticssouthland.co.nz/and follow the website links from there.  More 
information will become available over the coming months so if you can’t find what your looking for, check back in a few weeks or 
send an email to andrewtab@rivernet.co.nz

Velvetleaf outbreak
Velvetleaf is an aggressive cropping weed which has been found in Fodder Beet crops in Southland. We need to keep this plant 
from becoming established in Southland so it’s important that all farmers are checking their crops for any signs of it. You can find 
out what it looks like and more information at www.mpi.govt.nz. If you do find any suspect plants, leave them in the ground, mark 
their location, take a photo and report it to the Ministry for Primary Industries on 0800 80 99 66.

Tuturau School - Have an adventure in Rural Southland on 1 May
A car trial with a twist - combine driving, navigating, new locations, a giant water slide, go karts, sheep work, bale jumping and 
more. Activities will be tailored for all ages. Get off the sofa, get in your vehicles, Pre-register at the “Get Rural Kids Car Trial” Facebook 
page, or “Tuturau School” Facebook page or contact Rosemary (03) 203 6050 or email:
youngcrumps@farmside.co.nz  Registrations will be taken on the day.  Prize giving at 1.30pm, Tuturau Hall - there will be prizes for 
1st, 2nd and 3rd.  BBQ is available.  $30 per car.  Start time between 10am and 11am. Starting points, Bridge Street car park, Mataura, 
or Main Street (outside RD1) Wyndham.  Children bring your bike helmets, togs/wetsuits & towel. 

Stewart Island voyage and education with Elwing Discoveries            
Year 11-13 Students - Unit Std 26542 – 6 x Level 2 Credits - Dayskipper Certificate Course and Voyage  - 8-13 May 2016 
There is a Dayskipper voyage in May for Year 11-13 students. It’s a great opportunity for students to gain extra credits and learn 
new skills. Our voyages are challenging, fun and rewarding for the students who come along. We have a few more berths available 
on this voyage and we would really like to encourage more female participants to apply though we welcome interest from male 
students as well. The cost for this course and voyage, all-inclusive from Bluff,  is $750 per person.  A deposit of $150.00 is required on 
reservation with the balance due 30 April.   Note that this course and voyage is suitable for Duke of Edinburgh students as a Silver 
adventurous journey.  Contact elwingdiscoveries@gmail.com  027 276 8817  or (03) 481 1040.

Fundraiser hosted by Wyndham Mainly Music
Saturday 7 May 2016 from 2.30—4.30pm at the Wyndham Presbyterian Church, $15 per ticket.  All proceeds raised go to the New 
Zealand Breast Cancer Foundation.  Come along, bring your friends, and join us for a Pink High Tea. Listen to our fabulous speaker 
Jocelyn Grace - she has walked the walk now hear her talk!  There will be a silent auction as well as spot prizes. You need to be in to 
win.  Tickets can be bought from the Wyndham Library, Lee’s Dairy and Salon Dimensions.  A crèche is available at this event but 
booking is essential. Please phone either Carlene 206 4724 or Sharron 206 6752.  Come in something Pink.

Free Dental Care
Free Dental Care for your 13 to 17 year old is available at Lumino Cameron Dental, 52 Victoria Avenue, Invercargill.  If you wish 
your teen to receive this valuable free oral health care please enrol them directly with us by telephone (03) 2184008 or email 
camerondental@lumino.co.nz with your teen’s name and contact phone number.  We will ensure he/she is seen in 2016 for their free 
annual check-up.  Parents /caregiver’s are made very welcome to attend the appointments.

Office Hours During Holidays
The office will not be open every day during the holidays so please phone before you come in.  A reminder also, that we have new 
kilts and school jackets for sale in the office.  Jackets cost $100 and kilts range in price from $175 - $195, depending on the size.



Menzies College Soccer
Winter 7 a-side Soccer Tournament 2016
Wednesday 25 May is the date for this tournament. Mr Lambert will be sorting teams week 1 of term 2.  Last year we sent three 
teams to Lumsden (NSC).  The teams are mixed girls and boys with Juniors Year 7-9 and Seniors Year 10-13.

Subs due 9 May
This year the subs for the season are $45. Once the EOTC permission form is returned with the payment for the subs, players will 
receive a pack of freebies which includes boot-bag, drink bottle and other bits and pieces. Please remember any money required 
for travel will be over and above this amount. You will be notified when and if this is required. 

Wanted Coach and Managers needed for teams for the coming season (2016)
A coach and manager are needed for our Kelly Irwin First National Menzies Boys 1st XI.  These positions would only take a couple of 
hours a week at the most. Some help with costs are available for these positions. Contact Carl Lambert email:
clambert@menzies.school.nz or phone (03) 2064979.

Southland Girls College Football League Structure for 2016 season & start date
This year they are looking at two divisions of 5 teams in each division. Schools with two teams, the strongest one would be in 
Division 1 and others in Division 2.  That would mean Division 1 would comprise of Central Southland College, MLT Menzies College, 
SGHS 1, SGHS 2 and James Hargest College.  Division 2 would be made up of SGHS 3, Walker Mowers Menzies College, Northern 
Southland College, Verdon College and Gore High School.  They hope to have the season draw out to you by the end of next week 
and the first games will be on Wednesday 11 May, week 2 of term 2.

Social Media
To keep our parents, supporters, players, suppliers and providers up to date we have Facebook and a new tab on the Menzies 
College School Website.  We feel it is important to keep everyone up to date with important information. 
Facebook – you don’t have to be a member of Facebook to look at it. Just type in ‘Menzies College Soccer’  in the search engine 
(Google etc) and you will be able to look at the page.
Link - https://www.facebook.com/Menzies-College-Soccer-428451490523954/

Menzies College School Website – If you go to the Menzies College website and click on the Sports & Recreation Tab on the Menu, 
then click on the tab at the top right hand corner of the page “Soccer Football” it will take you to the Menzies College Soccer page 
with information and forms you can download.
Link - http://www.menzies.school.nz/pages/menzies-college-soccer-football/
Also you can check the daily notices for trainings and dates and times of soccer events as well.
Link - http://www.menzies.school.nz/pages/daily-notices/

Important upcoming dates
3 May - Training for girls 3.30pm to 5pm
4 May – Game: MLT Menzies vs Walker Mowers at Menzies 4pm
6 May – Training boys 3.30pm to 4.30pm
9 May - Soccer subs due $45.00 (paid to the office)
10 May – Training for girls 3.30pm to 5pm
11 May – Start of league games for both girls teams 4pm

Carl Lambert
Organiser 

Sports Department
School Cross Country 
This will be held on Wednesday 11 May, Term two, week two. More information will follow next term.

Southland Cross Country
Qualifiers from the school cross country 1st, 2nd and 3rd place getters (if close) will attend the Southland Cross Country 
Championships in Te Anau at Ivon Wilson Park on Wednesday 18 May.  More information will be sent home when the school cross 
country is run.

Southland Primary Athletics Results
Well done to the following students who placed in the top 10 for their events. The fields the students competed in were large, often 
having 30 plus in each event, so this is a great achievement for our Menzies students. A full list of results can be found on the Sports 
Southland website under the Southland Primary schools athletics and then ‘results’.
JM Nunez - 7th Boys 11 yrs shot put  Rhylee McGregor - 6th Girls 12 yrs 100m 
Max Bryson - 9th Boys 10 yrs 800m   Keegan Knapp - 10th Boys 12 yrs 800m
Nick Palmer - 5th equal Boys 11yrs High Jump, 11th Long Jump
Dylan Adams - 4th Boys 11 yrs Long Jump, qualified 200m final 

Miss Katie Hall
Sports Co-ordinator



Menzies College Rugby
The season is upon us, training is going well and we’re still keen to hear from any players who are thinking about joining one of our 
teams. Please let us know if you haven’t joined in yet, but are keen to be part of our club.

The Southland Wide A Grade competition (Year 7 and 8) started last Saturday. 
Menzies Green lost to Northern Southland College 17-44. 
Menzies Red lost to Albion/Excelsior 0-85. 
Both teams played better than the scores reflect and there is real potential for their future. It has been a tough start for this grade, 
but now we have teams organised, they will go from strength to strength. 

Draw - 16 April
Menzies Green  vs  St Peter’s College at Menzies - 10:45am
Menzies Red  vs Northern Southland College at Menzies - 10:45am
Which team plays on which ground will be determined by the coaches/managers.

Katrina Read has done an awesome job of building the Menzies page on the “sporty” website. To access this website visit 
http://sporty.co.nz/menzies/   You will find heaps of information on our teams including the draw and photos.  As we use it and get 
used to it I know everyone will love it. Have a look - we welcome any feedback. 

I mentioned expected conduct in the last newsletter. The committee expects players to attend training, listen, behave and support 
each other. We work very hard for our players to be safe and enjoy their rugby.  We expect all players to respect our coaching teams 
and their helpers. 

Please remember all playing fields are required to have a barrier erected to keep spectators a safe distance from the playing field. 
Our water boys, first aiders and linesmen are allowed over the barrier. We must keep behind erected barriers and managers will ask 
people to move back if they are encroaching over the designated barriers. We have been penalised for failure to adhere to Rugby 
Southland rules in the past, so please stay behind the barriers. If you see anyone in the wrong place, please ask them to move.  

The committee is looking for any people interested in acting as ’ first aiders’ for our team. If you’re interested in helping us look after 
our players, please contact anyone on the committee or the coaches/managers.

It is time to get subs paid please. The subs for the season are $50 per player, except for the 1st XV players whose sub is $150. For any 
players who didn’t receive order forms for gear, or have not registered yet, we will catch up with you soon. To pay subs there are the 
following options:
•	 Cash	in	a	named	envelope,	handed	into	the	office,	tagged	for	rugby	or	give	to	Lois	Heads
•	 Cheque	made	out	to	Menzies	Rugby,	handed	into	the	office,	tagged	for	rugby	or	give	to	Lois	Heads
•	 Internet	banking:		Menzies	Rugby	account		03	0962	0066078	000.					Please	put	players	name	and	sub	or	gear	as		 	
 reference/details

The committee is looking at options for bringing an international player to our club/school. We are currently pursuing some interest 
from a couple of players from the Netherlands. Their rugby and academic CVs look good. If you are interested in billeting any player 
please contact Ross McLeod or Bob Wallis. This is a great chance to learn a new culture and support our club. Some people have 
questioned taking a player/student for a short period, rather than the duration of the players stay. We would certainly look at this 
option, so again, if you think you would be able to support us please contact one of the above.

There will be a meeting for the Under 15 tournament team on Monday 18 April at the Three Rivers Hotel in Wyndham at 7:30pm. All 
parents/caregivers etc of prospective players are asked to attend. This will affect most of the boys who played in the game against 
St Edmunds. Any queries to Katrina Read on 021 464932 or Nathan Sutton on 021 176 6994.

The committee warmly invites any parents/caregivers and supporters of our players to join our committee. We have an awesome 
group, with great numbers. Our next committee meeting is on Monday the 23 May at 7:30pm in the library. For more details, or 
apologies please contact Bob Wallis on (03) 2066346 or b-m-wallis@clear.net.nz

Sports Department - continued
Year 7 & 8 Basketball
The first game of the season is the Menzies Monsters v Longford Giants at 4:30pm on Monday 2 May. This is the first Monday back 
of term and we have duty afterwards.

Year 9 & 10 Basketball
The first game of the season is the Menzies Saints v Blue Mountain at 6:50pm on Friday 6 May. This is the first Friday back of term 
and we have duty afterwards.

Nigel Scarth
Teacher in Charge








