
From the Principal’s Desk

            23 March 2016

Kia Ora

Over the weekend we were deeply saddened by the tragic loss of Finlay McRae following a vehicle 
accident early on Saturday morning. The thoughts of the school community are with his parents, Grant 
and Katrina and sisters Kimberley and Anne-Margaret at this sad time. 

Finlay started school with us in 2010 as a Year 7 student from Tutarau and left school last December with 
NCEA Level 2 to commence an apprenticeship at Ritchies Transport as an automotive mechanic. We all 
have fond memories of Finlay, especially his unconditional friendship and perseverance as a learner. We 
will be able to share more of these at his funeral service on Thursday afternoon in Gore, 1.30pm at the 
Holy Trinity Anglican Church in Trafford Street. I ask students attending to wear full school uniform. The 
school will remain open for those students not attending the service. 

Many thanks to the parents/caregivers who helped organise the rugby match and hosted St Edmunds College students from 
Ipswich, Queensland on Monday afternoon. For a pre-season game, it was particularly enjoyable to watch and very well supported. 
St Edmunds has toured the lower South Island for 10 consecutive years and would love to play us again next year. Their management 
pass on their thanks to the parents/caregivers who assisted with the match, provided the shared dinner and billeting.

On Saturday we had a large team of athletes at the Otago/Southland competition in Dunedin and 13 students have qualified for the 
South Island event in two weeks time. Miss Hall has provided a detailed report in this newsletter.  Special thanks to Miss Hall for her 
efforts with this team and to our athletes for challenging themselves at the higher level.

PB4L
Congratulations to Lauren Story, Devon McLeod, Sam Moncur, Cameron Parkinson and Miss Burgess-Heald for winning the 
achievement draw this week.  Devon received his for ‘working really well on task’ and Lauren for ‘treating relief teachers with full 
respect’.  Well done, your canteen vouchers can be picked up from the office.  It is pleasing to see so many achievement slips being 
handed in.  Keep up the great work!

Gerry Ward
Principal 



Paddles Up 2016
On Friday 11 March a bunch of intrepid students including: Alex Guthrie (Year 9), Luke Humphries (Year 10), Luke Goatley (Year 
10), Cameron Parkinson (Year 12), Campbell Heads (Year 12), Oliver Woodrow (Year 13) and Thomas Macdonald (Year 13) travelled 
to Mavora in the capable hands of Jonny Brown, Kath Luoni, Tim Landreth and Sue and Sean Humphries. After setting up camp 
in a prime position it was off down the Mararoa River between the two lakes for a relaxing evening paddle. This was followed by 
a delicious BBQ tea and a visit to the camp site of the other schools. The highlight of the first day was the massive bag of skittles 
Campbell brought and shared, the low light was discovering that Southland Girls had not arrived and the annual game of full 
contact rugby would not be a feature of this year’s competition.

There was a solid frost overnight which made cold, wet paddling gear very unappealling to put on. However, we are intrepid and on 
it went. After two practice runs down the DR course the competition began. Who wins these races is determined by a complicated 
formula based on boat length and elapsed time. Luke Humphries won the Junior Boys category with Cameron Parkinson finishing 
third in the Senior Boys category. In the afternoon session all schools practiced for the slalom event on Sunday. Ex pupil Sam Walton 
and Sarah-Jane Luoni arrived to help out with this practice and brought the United Nations with them with Ritta from Uganda and 
Naomi from Canada. After a good practice and another delicious BBQ we were off again to entertain the other schools before the 
next day’s race.

We awoke to rain on Sunday and cold wet gear again. The slalom programme had the team’s event first followed by individual 
slalom. Competitors had to negotiate their boats through 16 gates that required a variety of things such as an eskimo roll, tossing 
a paddle and breaking in and out of eddies to manoeuvre through upstream gates all while going as fast as possible. A 50 second 
penalty is applied for any missed gates and a two second penalty for any touches of gates by the competitor or their paddle. Team 
‘Go Oliver’ made up of Oliver, Thomas and Campbell were second in the Senior Boys Teams category and Luke Humphries was first 
in the Junior Boys Individual category. On the back of these strong results Menzies finished third for Southland schools. A big thanks 
to all the students, teachers, parents and helpers for making it such a fun weekend. Photos are available at:
https://sites.google.com/site/southlandcanoeclub/latest-news/paddleup2016photogalleries

Mrs Kath Luoni

L to R: Oliver Woodrow, Thomas Macdonald, Cameron Parkinson

Sports Department
The Southland Primary Athletics are on Saturday 2 April. Entries are due in this week and students should have received an 
information letter by now.  Any questions please contact Miss Hall at school.

English Department
ENG101 assessment dates
AS90854v2: Form personal response to independently read texts, supported by evidence.
Response #3:               Wednesday 13 April, period 3
Response #4:               Wednesday 11 May, period 3
Response #5:               Wednesday 1 June, period 3
Response #6:               Wednesday 29 June, period 3

Ms Sonja Swale
Head of Department - English

Careers Department
University liaison visits will be held in the Careers Room on the following dates:
Lincoln University - Thursday 24 March at 9am
University of Auckland - Monday 4 April at 1:15pm
University of Otago - Thursday 14 April at 9am

Mr Stuart Clark & Mrs Barbara Williams
Careers Team



Important Dates
March  25-29  Easter holidays (includes Southland Anniversary Day on 29 March)
  31  Board of Trustees meeting

April  1-3  Southland Island Athletics (Timaru)
  1  Colour Run
  4  Auckland University visit 9am
  4-7  Year 7 & 8 Camp to Pounawea - 8VW & 8CL
  7  Otago University visit 9am
  11-14  Year 7 & 8 Camp to Pounawea - 8BY & 8LL
    Adventure Experience Wanaka Camp
  14  Otago University visit 9am
  15  ANZAC Assembly
    End of Term 1
  28  Board of Trustees meeting
    
May  2  First day back Term 2
  14  School Ball
  26  Board of Trustees meeting

Menzies College Soccer
Trial Game - Wednesday 30 March
Menzies girls will have their first game with Menzies Red playing Menzies Green.  This will be an opportunity to assess players and 
decide which team they will start the season with.  Warm-up is at 3.30pm with kick-off at 3.50pm.
 
Wanted - coach and managers needed for teams this season
Boys 1st XI - a coach and manager is needed for our Kelly Irwin First National Menzies Boys 1st XI.  These positions would only take 
a couple of hours a week at the most. 
Girls 2nd XI - a manager  is needed for this team and would only take around an hour a week. Some help with costs are available 
for both these positions.  Contact Carl Lambert, email clambert@menzies.school.nz or phone (03) 2064979.
 
Subs
This year the subs for the season will be $45.00. Once the EOTC permission form is returned with the sub payment, players will  
receive a pack of freebies which includes a boot-bag, drink bottle and other bits and pieces. Please remember any money required 
for travel will be over and above this amount. You will be notified when and if this is needed.
 
Social Media
To keep our parents/caregivers, supporters, players, suppliers and providers up to date we have Facebook and a new tab on the 
Menzies College School Website.  We feel it is important to keep everyone up to date with important information so please have a 
look at these pages.
 
Facebook – you don’t have to be a member of Facebook to look at it. Just put it into a search engine (Google, etc) and type in 
Menzies College Soccer and you will be able to look at the page.
Link - https://www.facebook.com/Menzies-College-Soccer-428451490523954/
 
New for Menzies College Soccer - Menzies College School Website
Go to the Menzies College website and click on the Sports and Recreation Tab on the menu, then click on the tab at the top right 
hand corner of the page ‘Soccer Football’  it will take you to the Menzies College Soccer page with information and forms you can 
download.  Link - http://www.menzies.school.nz/pages/menzies-college-soccer-football/   You can also check the daily notices for 
trainings and dates and times of soccer events as well.  Link - http://www.menzies.school.nz/pages/daily-notices/
 
Important Upcoming Dates
30 March Game - Menzies "Red" vs Menzies "Green"
6 April  Training for Girls 3.30pm to 5pm
13 April   Game -  Menzies "Red" vs Menzies "Green"
3 May   Training for Girls 3.30pm to 5pm
9 May  Soccer Subs due $45 (to be paid to the office)

Carl Lambert
Organiser

Wanted
The ball committee need clean 500gm jam jars (approximate size) for the ball.  If you have any you don’t require, it would be 
appreciated if they could be dropped in to the school office.  Thank you.



Menzies College Rugby
Training for the season is under way now the teams are organised. There is still a lot of work to do and we are always looking for 
more players. Please ask your mates, coaches or anyone from the committee if you are interested in playing or have any questions. 
Any players who think their mates might like to join please ask them and take them to practise.

There are several pre-season games coming up for the 1st XV. Some may include the 2nd XV and the Under 15 students. Dates are 
9 April versus South Otago at Clinton, 23 April versus Gore High School and a yet to be confirmed game on 30 April.  I will advise 
contact details of coaches and managers of all grades in next week’s newsletter. My apologies for delaying this information for 
another week, but some details are still to be finalised. If any information is required prior to this, please contact Bob Wallis or 
Katrina Read. 

Congratulations to the U15 tournament team and their management on their win over the visiting St Edmunds team from Brisbane 
on Monday. It was a great spectacle, albeit a tough start for the players. The committee wishes to thank all the parents/caregivers 
who kindly took billets, especially those who did not have children playing in the team. We are also very grateful to the people who 
provided food for the presentation at the conclusion of the game. The generosity shown was awesome.

The committee is looking for any people interested in acting as first aiders for our team. If anyone is interested in helping look  after 
our players please contact anyone on the committee or the coaches/managers.

We would appreciate any subs being paid. The subs for the season are $50 per player, except for the 1st XV players whose sub is 
$150. For any players who didn’t receive order forms for gear or have not registered yet, we will catch up with you soon. To pay subs 
there are the following options:

•	 Cash	in	a	named	envelope,	handed	into	the	school	office,	tagged	for	rugby	or	give	to	Lois	Heads
•	 Cheque	made	out	to	Menzies	Rugby,	handed	into	the	school	office,	tagged	for	rugby	or	give	to	Lois	Heads
•	 Internet	banking:		Menzies	Rugby	account			03	0962	0066078	000					Please	put	players	name	and	sub	or	gear	as		 	
 reference/details

The committee is looking at options for bringing an international player to our club/school. If you are interested in billeting any 
player please contact Ross McLeod or Bob Wallis. This is a great chance to learn a new culture and support our club.

The committee warmly invites any parents/caregivers and supporters of our players to join our committee. We have an awesome 
group with great numbers. Our next committee meeting is on Monday 11 April at 7.30pm in the school library. For more details or 
apologies please contact Bob Wallis on 2066346 or b-m-wallis@clear.net.nz

Bob Wallis
Secretary

Southland Secondary Schools Triathlon
Last Wednesday two teams left Menzies to go to Winton for the Southland Secondary School Triathlon Championships. There were 
two Year 8 boys teams and two Year 11 individual girls. The juniors had to swim 150m, bike 7km, and run 2.5km while the seniors 
had to swim 400m, bike 14km, and run 2.5km. Richard Ranstead swum for both junior teams, Jonas Lindsay and Anthony Heaps 
were the cyclists and Nick Palmer and Keegan Knapp ran. The junior boys teams were 4th and 5th and the 4th placed team were 
only 50 seconds away from 1st place. Rhiannon Gorman and Lauren Story in their first ever triathlon came 5th and 6th. I really 
enjoyed competing and will definitely participate next year.

Jonas Lindsay

L to R: Lauren Story & Rhiannon Gorman  Lauren Story, Rhiannon Gorman, Richard Ranstead  Keegan Knapp & Nick Palmer
     Jonas Lindsay, Keegan Knapp, Nicholas Palmer, Anthony Heaps



Otago/Southland Athletics
Last weekend we took away a big team for the Otago/Southland Athletics Championships in Dunedin at the Caledonian grounds. 
We had 16 students in individual events as well as four students in the relays in U14 Girls, U14 Boys and Senior Boys.  From the 
16 individual events, 11 students qualified for the South Island Athletics Championships by achieving a top 5 placing in their 
events. This will be held in Timaru from 1-3 April. Information has been sent home this week regarding arrangements for travel and 
accommodation. Please complete this and return to me as soon as possible.

Results
Kyle Gardyne   Javelin  3rd  29.37m
Bethany Loveridge  Javelin  7th  15.98m
    High Jump 5th  1.35m (PB)
Kailey Yeoman   Javelin  4th  25.11m (PB)
Naam Whan Panto  Javelin  3rd  23.00m (PB)
Gabby Knapp   Shot Put   7th  8.38m
    Discus  8th  20.85m
Tane Carney   Shot Put  4th  10.61m
Jordan Stuart   Discus  6th  28.71m
    Triple Jump 4th  12.23m (PB)
Nich Nunez   Long Jump 7th  4.95m
Caeden McGregor  100m  7th  12.68s (heat) 13.04s (final) (PB)
    200m  3rd  25.69s (heat) 25.44s (final) (PB)
Tyla Adams   100m  6th  13.78s (heat) 14.18 (final)
    200m  4th  28.19s (final)
Erin Norman   100m  6th  15.18s
Jordan Medley   100m  7th  12.75s
    200m  4th  24.69s
    Long Jump 5th  5.36m
Meriana Fellows   200m  9th  32.85s
Joseph Ferguson   400m  5th (heat) 59.93
    800m  5th  2.22.53 min
Marina Ferguson   800m  9th  2.53.35 min
Hayden Stuart   800m  2nd  2.17.98 min

U14 Girls Relay   U15 Boys Relay   Senior Boys Relay
K’Lee Holt   Nich Nunez   Courtneah Mitchell
Beth Scott   George Shead   Jordan Stuart
Bethany Loveridge  Kyle Gardyne   Joseph Ferguson
Marina Ferguson   Caeden McGregor  Jordan Medley

Making the trip worthwhile with fantastic results and a number of personal best times (PB’s).  Unfortunately the U14 girls were 
disqualified for not being in the baton change zone for one of their changeovers. The U15 boys came 4th qualifying them for the 
South Islands with a time of 49.65 seconds. Our senior boys team just missed out on qualifying coming 6th place in a very fast race. 
They had very smooth transitions and ran their fastest time yet - 47.98, beating their time in the Southland athletics by 2 seconds.

Miss Katie Hall
Teacher in Charge




