
From the Principal’s Desk

            4 March 2016

Kia Ora

At assembly this week we focused on the purpose of our ‘Green Week’.  The number of disruptions has been reduced significantly as 
students and staff have made a conscious effort to maximise time in the classroom and in a learning mode. The school is noticeably 
quieter. One of the key causes of disruptions involve students arriving late for school and class periods. It is important that students 
always attend school and just as important, the families ensure that they are here on time and in correct uniform, with the correct 
gear for the day. Southland has the second highest unjustified absentee rate in the country.  A shift in attitude is required for 
attendance to improve - this is not optional.

The senior uniform is slowly becoming embedded and while we await the arrival of ties, students, particularly the boys, are expected 
to have their white shirt tucked in for formal occasions, in class and to and from school. Some students have opted to change out 
of the shirt for technology classes and this is an acceptable practice.

This week we were saddened by the news that Briahna Ngarangione, a younger sister of  Ladye who is in Year 7 here at Menzies, 
tragically passed away.  We had a lovely waiata and powerpoint prepared by Bex Brown and the Kapa Haka group in memory of 
Briahna. The thoughts of the students and staff have been well managed and expressed to the family and the Primary School. 
Support is still available through the school should students want to talk or express themselves at this sad time. Briahna has been 
taken to her home Marae in Gisborne for the Tangi.  There is an insert included with this newsletter called ‘Notes for Grieving 
Teenagers’.

A big thanks to the parents/caregivers who have helped us settle in to the new school year. We had a number of parents at Year 12 
camp, others are assisting with sports teams, helping with the athletics or transporting students. Your assistance is appreciated at 
all times by staff and students alike.

PB4L
Congratulations to Ted Dodd, Cailee Moncur, Cherish Warren, Gabbie Shirley and Mrs Robertson for winning the achievement draw 
this week.  Your vouchers are at the office.  Cailee received hers for ‘making others feel safe’ and Ted for ‘showing respect by listening 
carefully to instructions’.  Next week is the seniors turn so make sure you get your achievement slips in!

Gerry Ward
Principal



Important Dates
March  9  School Photos
    HPV Vaccinations - Year 8 girls
  11  Southland Athletics
  12-13  Paddles Up
  19  Otago/Southland Athletics
  20  Australian rugby team arrives
  22  Australian rugby team v Menzies College
  23  Otago Polytechnic visit 1.15pm
  24  Lincoln University visit 9am
  25-29  Easter holidays (includes Southland Anniversary Day on 29 March)
  31  Board of Trustees meeting

April  1-3  Southland Island Athletics (Timaru)
  1  Colour Run
  4  Auckland University visit 9am
  4-15  Year 7 & 8 camp to Pounawea (further details will be available at a later date)
  7  Otago University visit 9am
  11-14  Adventure Experience Wanaka Camp
  14  Otago University visit 9am
  15  ANZAC Assembly
    Shear Excellence
    End of Term 1
  28  Board of Trustees meeting
    
May  2  First day back Term 2
  26  Board of Trustees meeting

Careers Department
University liaison visits will be held in the Careers Room on the following dates:
Otago Polytechnic - Wednesday 23 March at 1:15pm
Lincoln University - Thursday 24 March at 9am
University of Auckland - Monday 4 April at 1:15pm
University of Otago - Thursday 14 April at 9am

Mr Stuart Clark & Mrs Barbara Williams
Careers Team

English Department
ENG101 assessment dates
AS90854v2: Form personal response to independently read texts, supported by evidence.
Response #2:               Wednesday 16 March, period 3
Response #3:               Wednesday 13 April, period 3
Response #4:               Wednesday 11 May, period 3
Response #5:               Wednesday 1 June, period 3
Response #6:               Wednesday 29 June, period 3

Ms Sonja Swale
Head of Department - English

Transition Department
STAR Courses 2016
Students in Years 12 and 13 are eligible to attend STAR courses. STAR courses are normally provided by the Southern Institute of 
Technology (SIT) in Invercargill or Gore. Most courses run one day per week for 10 weeks. The school pays for the course fees, other 
fees are negotiable. The parent/caregiver of the student is responsible for transporting the student to the course.  If you would like 
to be considered for any of the courses on offer in 2016 please see Mrs Williams or Mr Clark.
 
Animation Audio Production Automotive Barista             Beauty Therapy   Carpentry
Digital Design Electrical  Fashion  Floristry             Hospitality    Introduction to Nursing 
Joinery  Hairdressing  Music  Nanny             Practical Care of Animals  Engineering (Welding) 
Film Making (Holidays)

Mr Stuart Clark & Mrs Barbara Williams
Transition Department



LLP Review
This term teachers at Menzies College are reviewing the LLP system the school operates to determine its future direction. It is 
important that we regularly enquire into our practice to ensure we are meeting the needs of our community and acting in the best 
interest of students. As part of the review all students who have experienced LLP and are still at school will be surveyed as will all 
parents and staff. Teachers are also contacting other schools in Otago and Southland to determine what, if any, junior graduation 
systems they operate and investigate theory/research around junior graduation programmes. LLP will not operate during term one 
this year while the review is in progress. The review should be completed before the end of term one.

Mrs Kath Luoni
Deputy Principal

Edendale R.S.A. Education Scholarships
These scholarships have been established by the Edendale R.S.A. to assist students of the district (i.e. Edendale, Brydone, Menzies 
Ferry, Seaward Downs and Spurhead) or direct descendants of present or past members of the Edendale R.S.A., in the first, second or 
third years of tertiary study. Full details and application forms are available from the school office.  Applications close on Wednesday, 
23 March, 2016.

Board of Trustees Report
The board held its Annual General Meeting on Thursday 25 February. Mrs Carole Bee was returned as chairperson and Mr Allister 
Gauldie was elected vice-chairperson (un-opposed). I would like to take this opportunity to thanks Mrs Megan Lindsay for her 
support in this role for the past two and a half years.  Miss Bianca Burgess-Heald was elected to the position of financial officer to 
take responsibility for reporting on this to the board. A number of other committees were formed to deal with discipline, property 
and appointments.

This meeting was followed by a general meeting at which Mrs Lucy McKelvie addressed the board on the state of play with the new 
senior uniform. It was noted by the board that the seniors were, by and large, choosing to wear the new option and that they were 
wearing it well. Options around the tie were being discussed by the senior students and rules around its wearing would be agreed 
by the staff and senior management in due course. Some points to note were:
•	 Larger	sizes	in	vests	and	jerseys	should	be	available	around	May.
•	 Blazers	will	not	be	available	until	after	June	but	please	note	that	the	school	jacket	is	still	an	acceptable	option	as	blazers		
 are optional.
The board wish to thank the senior students and their parents/caregivers for their support of the new uniform and also Mrs McKelvie 
for all her work in getting this under way.

Other matters dealt with included:
•	 	The	tabling	of	our	2016	budget	which	will	of	course	be	the	focus	of	our	financial	tracking	throughout	the	year.	It	is	worth		
 noting that it is becoming very difficult to balance the budget but while last year’s final accounts are still in the draft  
 format, we, at this stage, appear to have turned a significant budgeted deficit into a small cash surplus.
•	 The	approval	of	the	draft	School	Charter	for	submission	to	the	Ministry	of	Education.
•	 Discussion	around	the	process	for	the	upgrade	of	the	music	suite	to	complete	the	C	Block	upgrade.	As	the	budget	for	this		
 project is under a threshold set by the Ministry we are able to oversee the project without the cost of employing   
 a project manager. 
•	 Mr	Ward	presented	preliminary	NCEA	results	to	the	board	which	are	again	very	pleasing.	While	final	national	figures	will		
 not be available for some time and may change a little we are achieving well in comparison.
•	 The	board	signed	the	memorandum	of	understanding	for	our	Lower	Mataura	Valley	Community	of	Learning	which	are		
 the guidelines under which Wyndham, Edendale, Tuturau and Glenham primary schools and Menzies College will work  
 as we proceed with our work with this group towards achieving our common Learning Challenges.
•	 Samuel	Moncur	presented	his	report	on	the	senior	uniform	from	the	survey	he	carried	out	of	senior	students	which	was		
 largely very positive and supportive of the change.
•	 Approval	of	several	Education	Outside	the	Classroom	proposals.

This year is an election year for the Board of Trustees and with several members signalling their intention to retire at the upcoming 
election in May we would love to hear from anyone who has an interest in governance, is willing to be part of a team that works to 
provide the best outcomes for our students and has time to commit to monthly board meetings and some extra meetings as issues 
dictate. Great training and support is provided by New Zealand School Trustees Association. Please feel free to contact myself or any 
current board member to express your interest. You are also welcome to attend any board meeting to observe the process in action.

Your board of trustees parent representatives are: Mrs Carole Bee, Mr Allister Gauldie, Mrs Bex Brown, Mrs Megan Lindsay, Mr Jeff 
ten Thye and Mr Hugh Diack.

The next scheduled meeting will be 31 March at 7pm in the fabrics room.
Mrs Carole Bee

Chairperson



Rotary International Youth Exchange Programme 
High school students  wanted
Rotary Clubs are now seeking applications from motivated secondary school students interested in 
spending a year overseas as part of this long established, successful educational and cultural exchange.
•	 Best	value	of	any	long	term	exchange.
•	 Students	receive	monthly	allowance.
•	 Students	must	be	aged	between	16	and	18	½	at	departure	in	January	2017.
•	 No	family	Rotary	affiliation	required.
•	 Applications	close	30	April	2016.
•	 A	life	changing	experience.
For further information contact Merv Clearwater on  (03) 4894234, 027 4339689, 107 Gladstone Road, Mosgiel.  
mervclearwater@xtra.co.nz

Sexwise Performance
We are extremely excited to once again host the acclaimed THETA – Sexwise Performance. 
This riveting and though challenging performance and associated workshop will be 
made available to parents/caregivers to view before being introduced to our students on 
Monday 14 March at Menzies College. We encourage all parents/caregivers to be involved 
with the sexuality education of their sons/daughters.  There is no other education tool at 
present, that will provide you with an excellent starting point for discussions with your children that this programme will offer. 

The Theatre in Health Education Trust (THETA) is a Dunedin based organisation that works nationally. They specialise in delivering 
applied theatre-based programmes on health related issues to rangatahi/youth in mainstream schools and alternative education. 
The Trust’s work is informed by the health promotion model – that is in providing information to people to help empower them to 
take charge of their own health behaviours. Applied Theatre is an umbrella term to describe theatre where the purpose is not simply 
performance, but engagement of the audience. 

If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to call me at school on (03) 206 4979 or to research this exciting opportunity 
further by going to www.theta.org.nz 

Mark Kerslake
Head of Department - Physical Education & Health

Thank you to our sponsors
We would like to publicly acknowledge and thank the businesses who support our school by advertising on the back of our 
newsletter covers.  This is a big saving to the school and enables us to use the funds in other areas.  Please support these businesses 
whenever possible.  Thank you.

Website/Facebook/Twitter
As most are probably aware, Menzies College has a Facebook page that we encourage our community to follow. We use this page 
as a way to get relevant information out, share school experiences and post community information. If you wish to follow this 
page, simply search ‘Menzies College Wyndham Southland’ in your Facebook and  either ‘follow’ the page or send a friend request. 
Through Facebook Messenger people are also able to communicate with the school directly – please be aware that the school 
Facebook page is not monitored at all times so there may be delays if you send a message.

We also have a Twitter account which you can subscribe to by texting ‘themenziesway’ to 8987. This service allows the school to 
send reminders directly to your phone via text message. This service is free.

The school website (www.menzies.school.nz) is another good source of information. Each week the front page is updated with what 
is happening, the daily notices can be viewed at any time, there are downloads for relevant information (e.g. stationery lists, uniform 
information, blanket consent forms). If you want to know something, it is a good idea to look at the website first – there is a good 
chance you will find what you want, saving a phone call to the school. 

We are always looking to improve the way we communicate with our community – if you have any ideas regarding the Facebook 
page, Twitter or the school website please feel free to contact the school.

Brendon Wallace
Co-ordinator



Menzies College Soccer 2016
Soccer has been going strong at the school for the last seven years and we continue to look at ways to increase the excitement and 
enjoyment our players get from playing for Menzies College.  This year we are hoping to have the following teams again take part 
in the Southland College Football Leagues and other tournaments:

Menzies 1st XI Boys Team (Boys League)
Menzies 1st XI Girls Team (Girls League)
Menzies 2nd XI Girls Team (Girls League)

Games are mid-week on Wednesdays starting (at this stage) the second week of term 2. Teams will be required to travel to games or 
host teams at Menzies College and they will also have tournaments to take part in during the 2016 season.

Girls teams will attend the following competitions during the 2016 season:
•													Southland	College	Football	League	(both	teams)
•													Country	Schools	7-a-side	Soccer	Tournament	(mixed	boys	and	girls	teams)
•													Walker	Mowers	Three	Rivers	Soccer	Tournament	(both	teams)
•													NZ	Secondary	Schools	Football	Tournament	(1st	XI	only)

Boys  team will attend the following competitions during the 2016 season:
•													Southland	Football	League
•													Country	Schools	7-a-side	Soccer	Tournament	(mixed	boys	and	girls	teams)
•													Crimea	Cup	Soccer	Tournament	(TBC)
•													NZ	Secondary	Schools	Football	Tournament	(Invercargill	-	TBC)

Subs for the season
This year the subs for the season will be $45.00. Once the EOTC permission form is returned with the payment for the subs, players 
will also receive a pack of freebies which includes boot-bag, drink bottle and other bits and pieces. Please remember any money 
required for travel is over and above this amount. You will be notified when and if this is required.

Social media
To keep our parents/caregivers, supporters, players, suppliers/providers up to date, we have a Facebook page and a new tab on the 
Menzies College School Website.  We feel it is important to keep all our supporters up to date with important information so feel 
free to go and have a look at these pages.  You don’t have to be a member of Facebook to look at it. Just put it into a search engine 
(Google, etc) and type in Menzies College Soccer and you will be able to look at the page.
Link - https://www.facebook.com/Menzies-College-Soccer-428451490523954/

New for Menzies College Soccer - school website
If you go to the Menzies College website and click on the Sports and Recreation tab on the Menu, then click on the tab at the top 
right hand corner of the page “Soccer Football”  it will take you to the Menzies College Soccer page with information and forms you 
can download.
Link - http://www.menzies.school.nz/pages/menzies-college-soccer-football/
Also you can check the daily notices for trainings and dates and times of soccer events as well.
Link - http://www.menzies.school.nz/pages/daily-notices/

Coaches/Managers needed
These are needed for teams for the coming season (2016).  
Boys 1st XI - A coach and a manager are needed for our Kelly Irwin First National Menzies Boys 1st XI.
These positions would only take a couple of hours a week at the most. Some help with costs are available for these positions.
Girls 2nd XI - A manager  is needed for our Girls 2nd XI .  This roll would only take around an hour a week.  Again some help with costs 
are available for these positions.  Contact Carl Lambert, email: clambert@menzies.school.nz   phone: 03-2064979.

Menzies College soccer players to attend NZ Football South Federation Talent Centre
Three of our rising talents will be attending the NZ Football South FTC in Dunedin this coming Sunday 6 March.  Katelyn McEwan, 
Rhylee McGregor and Nadine Martin have been given the opportunity to attend the day and put their skills to the test against 
other players from around the NZ Football South area.  Our soccer coach, Carl Lambert will also be attending the day as part of the 
coaching staff.  Towards the end of March the players will attend a South Island camp with players from Mainland Federation in 
Timaru and students selected from this will attend a NZ National FTC camp in April.

Carl Lambert
Organiser



Menzies College Rugby
The committee is delighted to have organised the teams for the upcoming season. For any prospective players, we are very 
interested in you playing for us and you’re more than welcome to come along to watch or talk to one of the players.

The 1st XV has been announced and are training Mondays and Thursdays at 4pm.
The C Grade/Under 16 team are also training Monday and Thursday at 4pm. (Please meet outside the gym, as you will be training 
with the 1st XV in the meantime).  Bex Brown will advise the training times for the Under 15 team and Nardine Rhind will advise the 
training for the Year 7 and 8 team.

The U15 Tournament team will meet on Wednesdays at 3.15pm and must be on time ready to start training. This team will also meet 
the visiting St. Edmunds team from Brisbane on 22 March.  We encourage all boys to attend training and start building their fitness, 
combinations and teams. Nathan Sutton, Craig Marshall and Aaron Davidson will be coaching the Under 15 Tournament team 
which will travel away at the end of the season. They will also be coaching the Under 15 team to take on St Edmund’s College from 
Brisbane on the 22  March. We need billets for these visiting boys please. 

We are still looking for coaches and managers for the team entered in the ‘C’ section of the Colts grade. Please contact Ross McLeod, 
Katrina Read or Grant McGregor if you are interested. We will provide all the help we can. The committee is looking for any people 
interested in acting as first aiders for our team. If you’re interested in helping us look after our players, please contact anyone on the 
committee or the coaches/managers.  We would appreciate any subs being paid. The subs for the season are $50 per player except 
for the 1st XV players whose sub is $150. For any players who didn’t receive order forms for gear or have not registered yet, we will 
catch up with you all soon.

Here are the provisional Under16 and Under 15 teams:
U16/3rd Grade - Training on Monday and Thursday 4pm - meet outside school gym.
1.     Sam Halsey   2. Kerry Poole
3.     Nicholas Winn     4.     Sam Macdonald
5.     Michael McKay   6.     Luke Crosbie
7.    Mitchell Durry   8.     Joshua Read
9.     Caeden McGregor  10.   Tyron Belt
11.   William Ranstead   12.   Hayden Stuart
13.   Jack Barnfather   14.   Austin-Jazz McGregor

U15 Team - (Playing in the Saturday competition)
1. Quade Hartley   2.  Nathan Ballantyne
3. Tawera Johnson   4.  Josh LeGray
5. Harry Schultz   6.  Josh McLellan
7.     Kyle Gardyne   8.  Micaiah Johnston-Brown
9. Zayden Moir   10.  Taana Johnston
11.  Leevi Wilson   12.  Ethan Read
13. Ted Dodd   14.  Bryn Gorman
15.  Rayden Todd   16.  Ezekiel Johnston-Brown  
17.  Jayd Pennicott   18.  Kobie Todd
19.  George Shead   20.  Nich Nunez

Possible U15 Tournament team (to play tournament and St Edmunds)
Trainings Wednesday 3.15pm – meet outside school hall
1. Joshua Read   2.  Tyron Belt
3.     William Ranstead   4.  Caeden McGregor
5.     Hayden Stuart   6.  Jack Barnfather
7.     Quade Hartley   8.  Nathan Ballantyne
9.     Tawera Johnson   10.  Josh LeGray
11.   Harry Schultz   12.  Josh McLellan
13.   Kyle Gardyne   14.  Micaiah Johnston-Brown
15.   Zayden Moir   16.  Taana Johnston
17.   Kobie Todd   18.  Leevi Wilson
19.   Ted Dodd   20.  Bryn Gorman
21.   Ethan Read   22.  Rayden Todd
23.   Ezekiel Johnston-Brown  24.  Jayd Pennicott
25.   Nich Nunez

The committee warmly invites any parents/caregivers and supporters of our players to join our committee. We have an awesome 
group with great numbers. Our next committee meeting is on Monday 14  March at 7:30pm in Room 7.  For more details, please 
contact Bob Wallis on (03) 2066346.

There is rugby training for all Year 7 and 8 students next Tuesday, 8 March after school on the Recreation Ground (across the road 
from Menzies).  Anyone who missed registration is welcome to come along.  Enquiries to James North on (03) 206 4016.



Sports Department
Athletics Champions 2016
Congratulations to the following students who were awarded certificates in assembly this week for athletic champions of their age 
groups:

U12 Girls Brianna Ferguson U12 Boys  Dylan Adams
U13 Girls  Rhylee McGregor  U13 Boys Ryan Smith
U14 Girls Marina Ferguson  U14 Boys  Kyle Gardyne
U15 Girls Tyla Adams  U15 Boys Caeden McGregor
U16 Girls Kimberly Heads  U16 Boys  Ricci Paderanga
O16 Girls Summer Smith  O16 Boys Jordan Stuart

 L to R Back Row: Rhylee McGregor, Kimberly Heads, Summer Smith, Caeden McGregor
 L to R Front Row: Ryan Smith, Brianna Ferguson, Dylan Adams
 Absent: Marina Ferguson, Tyla Adams, Kyle Gardyne, Ricci Paderanga, Jordan Smith

Southland Athletics is Friday 11 March at Surrey Park in Invercargill.  Students have been asked to highlight their names on the list 
at the office if they were placed first, second or third in their events at the school athletics.  They will compete at the Southland 
Championships.  They should have brought home an information letter regarding standards for the day and transport.

Athletics day house points
Totara  647  Rata 618  Matai 552  Rimu 393

Basketball
Congratulations to the Ricci Paderanga and Ritchie Paderanga who have made the Eastern Under 19 boys basketball team.

Miss Katie Hall
Sports Co-ordinator 

Coaching sports teams
We are extremely lucky at Menzies to have great support from the community to help coach and manage our sport teams. My 
role in this area is to ensure coaches are supported and given opportunity to develop, as well as having a major focus on helping 
to increase participation in  a number of other sports we want to encourage at Menzies including Table Tennis, Squash, Archery, 
Volleyball, Bowls and Basketball.  The Coaching Co-ordinator’s role is a Sport Southland Initiative,  in which they are actively creating 
opportunities for local coaches to further develop their skills.  I look forward to getting around the various teams and coaches of all 
Menzies teams as the season kicks off and talking with you about how we can best support you in your role as a coach.  Many thanks 
for your support in coaching and managing teams at Menzies.

First Coaching Professional Development opportunity of 2016 for all interested coaches
On Thursday 10 March, Pat Barwick (former Hockey NZ Olympic Coach and current Sport Canterbury Performance Coach Advisor) 
will be facilitating a workshop for the Connecting Coaches group. The topic of the session will be ‘coaching female athletes’. Pat has 
a vast experience and knowledge in the coaching field, especially with female athletes, which makes her a perfect facilitator for this 
session. 
Date: 10th March  Time: 6.30pm  Venue: Legends Lounge 4, ILT Stadium Southland  Cost: Free
Email   tim.landreth@menzies.school.nz to register.  Spaces limited, get in quick!

Tim Landreth
Coaching Co-ordinator

Community Notices
Edendale Netball Club AGM
The Edendale Netball Club are holding their AGM on Tuesday 8 March at the Pioneer Tavern at 7.30pm.  The club needs the support 
of parents and senior players to ensure it can continue this season and into the future.  Parents and senior players are asked to 
attend.  Apologies to Belinda Knapp on 021 171 2144.

AgriKidsNZ
AgriKidsNZ is for primary school students aged 8-13. Membership is FREE and participation is largely based in the annual fun-filled 
competition series which runs alongside the TeenAg Competitions and FMG Young Farmer Contest.   The aim is to promote the fun 
side of agriculture while children develop valuable skills and make lifelong friendships. Members don’t need to come off a farm, 
they just need to have a love of the land and be keen to get their hands a bit dirty!
Find out more about AgriKidsNZ   http://www.agrikidsnz.co.nz/welcome-to-agrikids-new-zealand/
Fill in an entry form for this year’s regional competition in Wyndham on 9 April.  First, second and third placing teams head to the 
grand Final in Timaru on 8 July 2016.   http://www.agrikidsnz.co.nz/regional-finals-3/

Teachers or parents enter your team of three today.  Otago/Southland is about the only region that fills all available team spaces so 
don’t miss out!  Please don’t hesitate to ask any questions - Lisa Anderson, Otago/Southland AgriKids Liaison - 
andersonr.l@farmside.co.nz  0273888205.








