
From the Principal’s Desk

           17 October 2014

Kia Ora

This week our Year 10 students spent Wednesday focusing on possible career options. It focused on what possibilities exist, which 
jobs are trending, as well as looking at the new Vocational Pathways programme that assist students in deciding the school subjects 
and qualifications needed for particular careers. It is important that students in the senior school are attached to the right course 
for their Pathway and nationally, a greater effort is being applied to ensure this happens. It is important that students from Year 10 
to 12 attend next Thursday evening’s Option night to hear the talk on Vocational pathways, NCEA and making the right choice. All 
Year 10 to 12 students will arrive home with a 2015 options booklet and supporting material and it is recommended that parents/ 
caregivers and students spend some time in planning before attending the night.

After 12 months of hard work, this Sunday the school swimming pool is to re-open. There is a fun day planned from 11am until 3pm.  
About a year ago the decision had to be made whether to close the pool for good and fill it in creating a multi-purpose room, or 
restore it to its former glory. I was probably thinking the former option was the easiest and I have been blown away by the fantastic 
effort of the committee and community to get the pool up and running. I particularly want to acknowledge the work undertaken 
by Nathan and Carlyn Stewart who have organised the fundraising and working bees to ensure the pool survived. Please make an 
effort to attend on Sunday and show your support for this wonderful community project.

Thanks again to the students and staff who assisted in producing the school’s production this year. The Theatre Restaurant on Friday 
night went particularly well and people are still talking about the surprising hidden talents that many of our students possess. It’s 
such a pleasure to have students up on the stage putting themselves forward to entertain others and I’m sure the courage this takes 
enables them to be more confident about themselves and in group situations. 

Congratulations to Jeffrey Robinson and Gabby McCall who completed the final task for their Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary 
Award over the holidays with their tramp up Mount Bath, Ahuriri Valley. It is certainly satisfying to see students progress through 
from Bronze to Gold level while at Menzies College and the award builds great citizenship skills within the students involved.

Families are reminded that enrolments for our 2015 intake are required as soon as possible so we can make plans for the transition 
of these students from their contributing school across to the College. Enrolment forms are available from the school or phone us 
and we will post one out.

PB4L
This term we are focusing on all three expectations of Feeling Safe, Show Respect & Strive for Excellence. Congratulations to Declan 
de Haas, Mina Pascual, Marina Ferguson, Sarah Andrews and Mrs Barnett for winning the achievement draw for this week.  Marina 
received hers for Striving for Excellence by always being on task and starting activities straight away.  

Gerry Ward
Principal



Careers & STAR Courses
The careers room will be open at lunch times every Tuesday and Thursday if students wish to carry out career research or seek some 
guidance. Mr Clark will be available to assist. Please take advantage of this. Check out the school careers page at 
https://www.facebook.com/menziescollegecareers for updates on University Liaison visits, Scholarships, STAR Courses, Work 
Experience, Gateway and Hokonui Tertiary High School.

Pioneer Women’s Memorial Trust Educational Bursary
Applications and eligibility criteria for this bursary are now available from the school office. The objectives of this bursary include 
funding two bursaries of $750 to pupils who are contemplating any form of tertiary education or trades apprenticeship and who 
would be seen to benefit from such assistance. A copy of the booklet ‘The Rest Room Saga’ that provides information on the history 
of the Pioneer Women’s Memorial Trust is also available at the office or on the Gore District Council website
www. goredc.govt.nz/community and funding.  Senior students who wish to apply for this bursary must be available to attend an 
interview on Friday 7 November.  Applications close on Thursday 23 October.

Miss Katie Hall
Careers Advisor

Science Department
Year 10 Rural Studies
At the end of Term Three the Year  9 and 10 Rural Studies students went to the Wyndham Primary school and helped the students 
plant seeds for their new gardens.

Mrs Toni Halliday
Teacher

 L to R: Menzies students Tamara Poole & Bree Pickett   L to R: Menzies students Olivia Wallace, Lauren Story & Liam Cameron

Thank You
We would like to thank Desley Smith for her kind donation of a second hand microwave and Roger Snedden for donating a second 
hand freezer to the canteen.  These are much appreciated by the canteen staff.

Mathematics Department
In the last week of Term 3, Menzies College competed in the annual SMAC Maths competition at James Hargest College. Overall, 
the competition had more entries than previous years and we had more Menzies teams entered than normal (one Year 7, two Year 
8, one Year 9 and two Year 10). Our students performed admirably, showing that a small rural school can foot it with much larger 
schools. Our Year 7 and 10 teams did particularly well. One of the Year 10 teams finished 4th which is the best result for a Menzies 
team for some time. 

We also recently received the certificates from the Junior Mathematics Competition organised by the University of Otago. This 
was open to Year 9-11 students and again we had higher numbers than previous years. All students did well, with many posting 
competitive scores. The organisers provide participation certificates for all entrants and also a special ‘Best in School’ certificate 
for the student who performed the best. This year, it went to Joseph Ferguson. Huge congratulations to him – these competitions 
provide extra practice at problem solving which should translate into these students being stronger candidates in NCEA.  A list of 
all participants in each of these competitions will be in next week’s newsletter (not enough room this week!)

Brendon Wallace
Head of Department - Mathematics

Option Choice Evening
Option choice booklets and forms were given to students this week. It is vital these option choice forms are completed and 
returned by Friday 31 October to assist the school in its planning for next year. There will be an option choice evening at school on 
Thursday 23 October starting at 7.30pm. This evening is compulsory for all Year 10 students and parents/caregivers and it is highly 
recommended for Year 11 and Year 12 students and parents/caregivers. The evening will start with information around NCEA. Staff 
will then be available to discuss senior option choices.

Mrs Kath Luoni
Deputy Principal



Life Education Trust Bus 
Next Tuesday to Thursday the Year 7-8 students will be receiving a visit from the Life Education Trust Bus as part of their Drug 
Education. We have already had the DARE Programme led by Linda Graham Youth Education Police Officer from Gore.  There is a 
small cost involved with this visit and each Year 7-8 student has been charged $2 to their school account to help with overall costs. 
Life Education is a charity that provides children with the knowledge to make informed choices about their health, respect others 
and learn to appreciate their uniqueness.

This module focuses on drug use and the impact of various drugs on individuals, friends and families.  A hard hitting video titled 
‘The Web of Addiction’ is used, telling real life stories from New Zealanders about their experiences in the drug world. A co-
operative, classification activity about illegal drugs is followed by a lesson about alcohol. Throughout this module links are made 
to the development of young adults physically, mentally and emotionally. Puberty is explored as well as the development of the 
human brain and the effects of drugs. 

If you have any questions or concerns about this programme please contact Mark Kerslake at school on (03) 2064979.
Mark Kerslake

Head of Department - Health & Physical Education

English Department
Level One English Assessment Dates
Assessment date for AS90053 (Formal writing): ENG101 (an optional standard)
Thursday 30 October, Term Four, Week Three, period 5

Assessment date for US1273 (Story writing): ENG102 (a discretionary standard)
Thursday 30 October, Term Four, Week Three, period 5

Ms Sonja Swale
Head of Department - English

Duke of Edinburgh Award
Silver Duke of Edinburgh Trip to Stewart Island During the Holidays
On 6 October, seven students and three adults set out on a boat ride to Stewart Island in preparation for a three day hike called the 
Rakiura Great Walk, for our silver Duke of Edinburgh Award. 

Day one was a five hour tramp to Port William hut where we stayed for the night and everyone was exhausted. The girls played cards 
and the boys made spears but didn't end up using them. Day two we psyched ourselves up for a hard 13km hike to North Arm hut. 
That day our group co-operation was a lot better as we took shorter breaks more often and worked together as a team. Day three, 
with an early start, we didn't want to miss the boat home so we powered on an 11 km tramp which was meant to take us 5-6 hours 
and only took us 4.5 hours. When people hit the wall the groups different dynamics brought out the best in us and a few games and 
songs pushed us to go harder. Overall we had a great trip and experienced new things like shellfish hunting which the boys cooked 
up, leadership qualities and learning how far we can push ourselves. 

A big thank you to Katie Hall and Jenane and Hapai Winiata who were the adults that accompanied us.
Courtney Poole & Kirsty Panirau

Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award
Year 9 students wanting to start their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh need to come on the qualifying tramp to Stewart Island which is 
the last week of school when the Integrated Studies programme is on (8-10 December).  Students are to see Miss Hall if interested.
More information will follow.  Parent/caregiver help will be required for this trip as well.

Miss Katie Hall
Teacher in Charge - Duke of Edinburgh



Important Dates
October 19  Swimming Pool Opening
  21  Youthmark Awards
  23  Option evening
  27  Labour Day

November 7  Last day of school for seniors
    MLT Fireworks Extravaganza (postponement date 8 November)
  10-2 December NCEA Exams
  28  Senior reports posted

December 1  Year 10 Mavora Pre-camp
  2-5  Year 10 Mavora Camp
  5  Next year’s new entrants visit Menzies College
  8-10  Integrated Curriculum - Year 7-10
  10  Senior Prizegiving
  11  Last day for junior students
    Junior Prizegiving
  12  Junior reports posted
    Teacher only day
  15  LLP Reward Day

Integrated Curriculum
Mountain Biking to Naseby
Following on from our very successful History and mountain biking trip to Arrowtown last year, we 
are planning a similar trip this year to Naseby in the Maniototo. This will again be a trip integrating the 
history of the area with the sport of mountain biking and possibly some curling too. We are planning 
to leave on Sunday 7 December and return in time for senior prizegiving on Wednesday 10 December.

As this trip involves travel and accommodation, there will be a cost involved. While the cost is not 
finalised, we are hoping to keep the cost of this four day trip down to around $150. We are very conscious 
that this is an expensive time of year, particularly for Year 10 students who have their Mavora Camp the 
week before. We are making everyone aware of this trip early to allow students a decent amount of time 
to budget/save.

Naseby is a mountain biking (and historical) Mecca – mountain biking in the Naseby forest caters for ALL abilities and fitness levels, 
and the Rail Trail is nearby for those students who prefer to ride from A to B without hills. This trip would suit anyone who likes to 
get outside, be active and have fun.  We welcome parents/caregivers who wish to come on the trip too – if this sounds like you, then 
please get in touch for more details. The students last year had a fantastic time and still talk about it with big smiles on their faces!

Brendon Wallace & Mrs Alice Cade
brendon.wallace@menzies.school.nz

alice.cade@menzies.school.nz

Cash for Communities
This year, for the first time, PGG Wrightson are running a Cash for Communities programme during spring, giving farmers another 
opportunity to earn $$$ for Menzies College.  Any farmer who purchases Ballance Agri-Nutrients fertiliser on their PGG Wrightson 
account between 1 September and 30 November 2014, can earn cash for our school.  Nominate us at 
www.cashforcommunities.co.nz  and start earning $$$ for Menzies College.

Tutorials
Level One Economics
Tuesdays - lunchtime in CR1
Thursdays - after school from 3.30-4.30pm in the Clothing Room. It is recommended that students make the most of these 
opportunities and attend.

Lincoln Joyce - Teacher
Art
Tutorials are being held every Tuesday and Wednesday after school until 5pm. Lunch time tutorials are also available.

Miss Bianca Burgess-Heald - Teacher
Mathematics 
General Maths: Wednesday Lunchtimes in Room 8.
Senior Maths: Wednesday afterschool – 3:15-4:30pm in Room 8.

Brendon Wallace -  Head of Department - Mathematics
Senior English (Level 2 & 3)
Tuesday afternoons from 3.30 – 5pm approximately.

Mrs Lucy McKelvie - Teacher



Wyndham District Community Pool
The grand opening is being held this Sunday.  Our vision is to operate a vibrant, well maintained, well used and well respected 
facility that caters for everyone in our community, ensuring our children have the skills to safely swim in any water resource and the 
opportunity for them to be involved in other water sports. 

Family keys are available from the Menzies College office or Carlyn Stewart at $90 per family. The Wyndham District Community 
Pool Inc. is opening the pool to the community outside of school hours. Menzies College will take school bookings during school 
hours. Bookings are available for community groups.  For all bookings please see the calendar on the Menzies College website 
and use the ‘make a booking request’ tab to make an inquiry. Further information concerning pool rules can also be found on the 
website - www.menzies.school.nz

Community Pool Open Hours 
Monday to Friday 6.30 am – 8 am and 3.30 pm to 8 pm 
Holidays              6.30 am – 8 pm
Saturday and Sunday       8 am to 8 pm



Menzies College Soccer
National Tournament Individual Team Awards 2014
During the ‘Gary Snowden’ national tournament the Menzies team had to pick the ‘Player of the Match’ by awarding points to their 
best three players in each game.  They also voted on the ‘Most Supportive’ and ‘Most Improved’ player in each match.  I am pleased 
to announce the following players received these awards for their performances at this tournament:

Most Valuable Player: Summer Smith (130 pts)
Most Improved Player: Marina Ferguson (30 votes)
Most Supportive Player: Tia Tuhakarania (21 votes)

MLT Summer Socca League 
The first rounds of games started in brilliant sunshine on Monday night. With a massive total of 18 teams taking part this year in 
both competitions, it was great to see everyone enjoying the first night.

Results - Kids League
(Round 1) Strikers 2 – 1 Awesome Chuckers, Titans 7 – 0 Quicksilver Legends, The Geeks 2 – 0 Glenham, Little Princess 0 – 1 Hories.
(Round 2) Strikers 0 – 1 Hories, Titans 6 – 0 Awesome Chuckers, The Geeks 8 – 1 Quicksilver Legends, Little Princess 1 -1 Glenham.

Adults League
(Round 1) The Wolf Pack  2  - 1 Double Trouble, The Expendables 1 – 5 Completely Staffed, Levu Levu’s 0 – 3 LOL, 
FUBAR 0 – 3 Alcohooligans. Allstars 8 – 0 We’re the Figawis.
(Round 2) Completely Staffed 0 – 3 The Wolf Pack, Double Trouble 1 -7 Levu Levu’s, We’re the Figawis 0- 9 FUBAR.

Mlt Summer Socca League Draw
Monday 20 October
Kids League Round 3: Titans vs Hories (4.00pm), The Geeks vs Awesome Chuckers (4.00pm), Little Princess’s vs Quicksilver Legends 
(4.30pm) Strikers vs Glenham (4.30pm).
Adults League Round 2/3: The Wolf Pack vs Levu Levu’s (5.30pm), We’re the Figawis vs  Double Trouble (5.30pm), The Expendables 
vs Allstars (6.00pm), Alcohooligans vs  LOL (6.00pm), Alcohooligans vs The Expendables(6.35pm), Allstars vs FUBAR (6.35pm), LOL 
vs Completely Staffed (7.05pm).

Facebook Page
Menzies College Soccer have a facebook page which has match reports, important dates and other information. Just type in  
‘Menzies College Soccer’ and then click on the ‘LIKE’ icon.  You can also find the link on the Menzies College website in the sports 
section or do a search in google ‘Menzies College Soccer’.  Post your messages of support etc. All draws and results and photos from 
this terms summer socca will there.

Important Dates
Monday 20 October MLT Summer Socca leagues 
Monday 27 October NO GAMES 
Monday 3 November MLT Summer Socca leagues
Monday 10 November MLT Summer Socca leagues

Carl Lambert
Organiser

Sports News
Volleyball
Volleyball will start again on Wednesday 22 October and the final game is Wednesday 5 November.  There is a Southland competition 
for Year 7 and 8 students on 2 November (Sunday) in Invercargill and there is a lot of interest in this.  Students interested were given 
a letter to take home. Please complete the permission form and return to school with the payment as soon as possible.  Thank you.

Katie Hall
Teacher in Charge - Volleyball

Menzies College Netball
Meal
Where:  Howl at the Moon
When:   Thursday 30 October at 7pm.
Who:      Any players and parents/caregivers, coaches - everyone is most welcome to attend.
Why:     To honour our special guests, Shaunni and Gabby, who will be leaving us at the end of the year and celebrate the end of  
 the netball season.
How:      The best way we can!

Please let Sue know if you are attending by 23 October on (03) 2064606.
Mrs Kath Luoni

Teacher in Charge - Netball



Community Notice
SPARX
This is a free online computer programme that helps young people with mild to moderate depression. It can also help if they 
are feeling anxious or stressed. It can be accessed from any computer that is connected to the internet. Find out more about this 
therapy tool and how to support young people to access it.
Youth 2000
Hear about the research that has been done in New Zealand about young peoples mental health and what it tells us.
A free information session for family and friends about:
Do you care about someone who is experiencing mental health, alcohol or other drug issues? We offer free, confidential support 
across Southland & the Wakatipu. Phone 0800 494 262 for more information. Or visit our website on www.sfsouthland.org.nz
Monday 20 October, 1pm to 2 pm at Hospice Southland (map available on request), Southland District Hospital Grounds, Kew Road, 
Invercargill, access via Gate 4, please park behind the building.  Catch up for a chat, a computer will be available to view the SPARX 
website.

Telford Taster Week
In the second week of the holidays I went to a ‘Telford Taster Week’ to find out what it is actually like at Telford. The camp went from 
the afternoon of Tuesday (7th) until Saturday morning (11th).

We were split in to groups of 7 or 8 and the Equine and Rural Animal Technician students went off and did specialised learning. Each 
day we had breakfast before 8am, morning tea from 10:00-10:30am, lunch from 12:00-1:00pm, afternoon tea from 2:30-3:00pm and 
then tea and dessert at 5:30pm.

On Wednesday we had four 90 minute activities throughout the day. We wrote a CV, learnt and used four methods of measuring the 
dry matter of grass, pulled apart a chainsaw and learnt about chainsaw safety.  We then learnt about ATV safety, did a pre-ride check 
and drove around on a couple of courses on the quad bikes. After tea we went to Balclutha where we could go swimming or go to 
the sports complex. Then we had free time back at Telford until lights out at 10:30pm.

On Thursday we had three 90 minute activities where we learnt to cut up a sheep with the butchery tutor, played an agricultural 
monopoly game and had a session in the classroom focussing on the Telford dairy farm statistics. After lunch we had farm visits at 
the Deer and Dairy units. That night we went down to Nugget Point and walked up to the lighthouse. We then had free time until 
lights out.

On Friday we had a 90 minute talk in the morning from 2 tutors about agricultural careers and how we can achieve our 5 year 
plan. We then went to Balclutha to visit a salmon farm and a wool broker. In the afternoon we had a competition in our groups, 
competing in five different activities including a gumboot throw and farm equipment identification. Later that day we went and 
talked to the dog training tutors. The tutors and diploma students then demonstrated their dogs at various stages of training, 
working the sheep. That night we had a debrief about the week with Suzanne, the Student Liaison Officer and organiser of Taster 
Week, won spot prizes and asked questions about applying for Telford and the courses. We also received a list of the Scholarships 
and Bursaries Telford students can apply for. 

Overall, I had an amazing week. I met some awesome people from all over New Zealand, had amazing food at every meal and found 
out a lot about the Polytechnic. I got to meet a few tutors who were really helpful and easy to get along with. This taster camp really 
helped me finalise my decision to study at Telford Rural Polytechnic in 2015. I highly recommend anyone in Years 12 and 13 who are 
interested in agriculture to go on a taster camp. I guarantee you’ll have a great time!

Lastly, I would like to thank Mr Clark for organising this for me at the last minute.
Megan Ward

Menzies College Australian Sports Tour 2015
Tour Update
Thank you to those that attended the AGM and general meeting on Wednesday night. There were no 
changes in the office bearers and the audited 2013 Balance Sheet was adopted.  At the general meeting a 
draft itinerary was presented with the timing of activities and games still to be tidied up. Thank you to Bob 
Shaw, Marlene Parkinson and Peter Bee who have done a tremendous amount of work on this. 

Fireworks arrangements (7 November, cancellation 8 November) are well in hand. We expect to have an adult representative from 
each family and the students at the fireworks please, to lend a hand to receive your share of the proceeds. Some people will be 
asked to be on specific jobs and be there a little earlier, but the remainder, please park outside the race course and  assemble in the 
grandstand at 7pm for a briefing. Please bring a named torch to assist with getting people out of the stand and to their cars and 
also, if you have a good extension cord suitable for outdoor use, please name it clearly and bring it along. Bev Howe and her uniform 
committee have done an outstanding job and the rugby boys will be measured up soon for their uniforms.

If you can help out at Burt Munro please contact Johno Ferguson on 2066878. He still needs a few more hands, so first in first served. 
The next meeting is at 7:30pm on 19 November in the library with a meeting about catering for a swimming meet at 7pm prior to 
the general meeting.

Carole Bee

 






