
From the Principal’s Desk

          26 September  2014

Kia Ora
At the time of writing this, we are just hours out from our school production and today’s dress rehearsal before the Wyndham 
Primary School went off well for the cast and crew. I’m sure opening night will be even better and I applaud all the students who 
are prepared to stand before an audience and perform. Many thanks to Mrs Cowley and staff who have given so much of their time 
and energy to see this through.

Many thanks to the parents/caregivers who attended our Parent Teacher’s evening on Tuesday. It is always important that we 
communicate around the learning needs of our students and I appreciate the effort that families took to attend. I do however, 
notice a drop off in the numbers attending and with only 35 students having a parent represent them at both meetings, we believe 
there is obviously a need to review how this could be improved.

Though time has travelled too fast, this term has been a tiring one for both staff and students. Terms always finish on a busy note 
and it is crucial students return to school well rested and ready to attack the challenges ahead around NCEA exams and their 
learning. Several staff have made themselves available to seniors for tutorials over the break and these really do assist students in 
preparing for externals. Students, please attend these and make it a habit to complete revision regularly over the two weeks.

Wyndham District Community Pool
The grand opening will be held on Sunday 19 October.  Our vision is to operate a vibrant, well maintained, well used and well 
respected facility that caters for everyone in our community, ensuring our children have the skills to safely swim in any water 
resource and the opportunity for them to be involved in other water sports. 

Family keys are available from the Menzies College office or Carlyn Stewart from Monday 13 October at $90 per family. The 
Wyndham District Community Pool Inc. is opening the pool to the community outside of school hours. Menzies College will take 
school bookings during school hours. Bookings are available for community groups.  For all bookings please see the calendar on 
the Menzies College website and use the ‘make a booking request’ tab to make an inquiry. Further information concerning pool 
rules can also be found on the website.

Community Pool Open Hours 
Monday to Friday 6.30 am – 8 am and 3.30 pm to 8 pm 
Holidays              6.30 am – 8 pm
Saturday and Sunday       8 am to 8 pm

Committee Members                
Chair        Cathy Chapman
Secretary       Carlyn Stewart
Treasurer         Mel Geary

Gerry Ward
Principal



Incubator
Classroom Session - Wednesday 17 September
Guest Speaker
Wendy McStay is a registered nurse who works in the Surgical Ward at Southland Hospital five days a fortnight. Before this permanent 
job Wendy was working on the casual list which meant she had flexibility to say yes or no if she was rung up and offered work for 
nurses who were sick or on leave.

Wendy went to high school in Alexandra, Central Otago and completed her nursing education at Southern Institute of Technology 
nearly 25 years ago. This education course has provided a vast range of nursing jobs and opportunities that Wendy appreciates.  A 
typical day for Wendy is starting at 7am where she listens to a ward report on every patient and hears how they are progressing. 
After reporting, the team leader allocates four or five patients to Wendy’s care, she then reads their notes and makes a plan of care 
for them for the day. Good time management is an essential component of being a nurse. After she has organised herself she checks 
on all the patients and starts by taking their observations before administering medications. Her work centres around ensuing 
her patients’ needs are met. This involves dietary, hygiene, mobility needs and wound care. Wendy then shared with the group an 
example of patients she had cared for recently who required a special type of dressing called a Vac, whereby suction assists the 
wound to heal. 

Card Sort
The group then undertook an instrument card sort game whereby students are divided into groups and have to match metal 
surgical instruments with their name and use. Pictured below are the winners Gabby McCall and Miss Katie Hall with their prize of a 
USB and other groups at work on the card sort game.  This was the final session for Incubator this year.

Report and photos by Jan Tait
Incubator Co-ordinator, Southern District Health Board

Katie Hall, Careers Advisor

               Miss Hall & Gabby McCall  Tomazina Koppen-Pavlovich & 
    Tyler Cameron       Caitlin de Haas, Makayla Hapuku & Lexi Smith              Megan Ward & Shinea Braithwaite

English Department
Level One English Assessment Dates
Assessment date for AS90855 (Visual text): ENG101
Thursday 16 October, Term Four, Week One, period 5
Assessment date for AS90855 (Visual text): ENG102
Thursday 16 October, Term Four, Week One, period 5
Assessment date for AS90053 (Formal writing): ENG101 (an optional standard)
Thursday 30 October, Term Four, Week Three, period 5
Assessment date for US1273 (Story writing): ENG102 (a discretionary standard)
Thursday 30 October, Term Four, Week Three, period 5

Ms Sonja Swale
Head of Department - English

Senior English (Level Two and Three)
Please note that next term Mrs McKelvie will run tutorials on a Tuesday afternoon from 3.30 – 5pm approximately starting in Week 
One, Term Four. Attendance at these tutorials is not compulsory but is strongly encouraged for students who are sitting external 
examinations.
Those students who are sitting external examinations in Level Two and Three English have been given a list of essay questions. The 
expectation is that students will write at least two essays per external standard. Therefore, students who are entered for both the 
Written and Visual Text papers (Level Two) should write four essays (two : poetry, two : film).  Those students who are working on 
the Level Two Research standard should complete their research during the holidays, ready to begin drafting their reports during 
Week One of Term Four. 

Please remember that if you need to contact Mrs McKelvie during the holidays, she can be emailed on: 
lucy.mckelvie@menzies.school.nz

Mrs Lucy McKelvie
Teacher



Leevi Wilson (Menzies College) Callum, Sam,
 Lachlan, Ryan and Luke (Wyndham Primary)

Candra Watson (Menzies 
College) with Jorga from 
Wyndham Primary

Daina Stevenson & Reivyn Wijohn 
(Menzies College) with Tessa and Mickayla 
from Wyndham Primary

Year 7 & 8 English
All the Year 7 and 8 classes at Menzies have for the last 3-4 weeks, been working on presenting a re-tell story of a Myth, Legend or a 
fairytale in the form of a concertina book.

On Thursday 18 September students took their books to Wyndham Primary School and read them to the primary school kids. 

‘The kids enjoyed our stories -  they told us our stories were good and liked our drawings’ – Kaitlen Yorke 8KH
‘I went to the Year 1 and 2 class and read my story, they were a great audience and listened very carefully to our stories– Nich 
Nunez 8KH
‘Knowing we were all going to the primary school made me make sure I had my work done because I didn’t want to be the only 
one not finished’- Josh Read 8KH
‘I went to the Year 2 and 3 class, they listened really well and answered questions’ – Gabby Knapp 8CL
‘We read our story to the Year 2, 3 and 4 classes, they were awesome listeners and some of the kids even took turns at reading 
the book and describing the pictures’ Erin Norman and Brittany Tiller 8CL
‘The Primary school kids paid attention and enjoyed it’ – Shaz Harvey 8VW
‘They read along with us’ – Bethany Loveridge 8VW
‘They could say what their favourite part was and were very patient’ – Sophie Kingdon 8VW
‘I used to go to Wyndham Primary and knew a few of the kids there who were excited to see me, that was really cool’ – Becky 
McEwan 8BY
‘It motivated me to do my work knowing that we were reading them to the primary school, I wanted to be a good role model to 
them’ –Georgia Walker 8BY
“The feedback from our teachers and students was all wonderful and they very much enjoyed it.  Thanks so much for coming over to share 
with us, we would love to do this as often as you wish as we all thought it was fantastic. Thanks for all your wonderful work”.        Kim Scott, 
Principal of Wyndham Primary

Miss Katie Hall
Teacher 8KH

End of Year Prizegiving Trophies
Thank you to the parents/caregivers who have returned trophies. Please keep these coming in ready for this year’s prizegiving.  Your 
assistance with this would be appreciated.  Thank you.

Mathematics Department
SMAC Maths
On Wednesday night the annual SMAC Maths Competition was held in the James Hargest Senior Campus Gym. The event was a 
huge success, with a massive number of teams from all over Southland competing against each other. All our students worked 
hard in their half-hour slot to answer as many maths questions as possible and should be proud of their efforts. Official results 
will be out in a few days, but we appeared to be in the top half for all year levels. While unofficial, we think that one of our Year 10 
teams placed 5th which is an excellent effort. The Year 7 team also did particularly well. 

We must thank our parents/caregivers who came along and transported students to the event. Also a huge thank you to Mrs Luoni 
who took some students in and provided support for the competing teams. 

Tutorials
Tutorials are available at the following times for Term 4:
All Year Levels – Wednesday lunchtimes
Seniors only – After school Wednesdays (3:15-4:30pm)
All students are expected to be revising from class notes, attempting revision problems and seeking help when stuck. There are 
some study guides/revision books available in bookshops – see Mr Wallace before you purchase as he may have a copy you can 
check out first.

Brendon Wallace
Head of Department - Mathematics



Gateway Profile
James McGuire currently has a Gateway placement with Hugh Diack where he is being given the 
opportunity to experience various aspects of sheep farming. It is noticeable when visiting James that he 
is really enjoying his placement. He has shined and risen to all challenges put before him. James is to be 
praised for the commitment he is making to his placement.  He has impressed Hugh with his willingness 
to learn and get on with the tasks he asks of him.  

Both James and the Menzies College Gateway team appreciate the time and effort that Hugh has put in 
to James’ placement; as well as the constant support and encouragement given to him.  James’ positive 
attitude and willingness to get on with his work will serve him well as he pursues his chosen vocational 
pathway.

Mrs Barbara Williams & Stuart Clark
The Gateway Team

Super Seniors
Bob Dylan’s classic ‘The Times They Are A’Changin’ seems to summarise quite nicely our recent and long conversations around the 
introduction of a senior school uniform (for those students in Years 11-13). We’ve approached each cohort who are potentially 
impacted by this and sought to gauge their interest and opinion on this matter. Be of no doubt, that this has been driven by the 
students and, as we live in a democracy, will come to fruition only if the majority wishes it to change. Part of the process will of 
course include further consultation with you (our school community), the staff of the school and the Board of Trustees. As Deans,  
we have been pleased to facilitate the conversations our students have had around being a senior student and representative of 
Menzies College. Our students generally want to take ownership of their uniform (or lack thereof!) and have some very clear reasons 
which support both camps. We will let you know at the beginning of Term Four what these conversations have revealed. If you have 
any initial thoughts on this issue, please don’t hesitate to contact us.

We hope that students will take advantage of any tutorials which may be offered to them either during the holidays or next term. 
Even if they do not have to formally attend a tutorial we do hope that they continue to study: to read class notes, use useful study 
websites (www.studyit.org.nz) and complete set tasks will go a long way towards successful examination results. 
 
As always, we wish our Super Seniors a wonderful holiday … make sure that you take time to relax, catch up on sleep and importantly 
study. Term Four is just around the corner.

Congratulations to all the senior students who are involved with production. There are frankly too many of you to name – but we 
are very proud of your effort and enthusiasm.  

Some advanced warning for Year 12 students: next term Mr Ward will call for nominations for ‘Head Student’.  This is an important 
role in the school and competition is fierce, so please begin to reflect on your suitability for and desire to be our ‘Head Student’ 2015.

If you have any questions or concerns about students in Year 11-13, please don’t hesitate to contact us at school.
Mrs Lucy McKelvie & Carl Lambert

Senior Deans

Careers & STAR Courses
The careers room will be open at lunch times every Tuesday and Thursday if students wish to carry out career research or seek some 
guidance. Mr Clark will be available to assist. Please take advantage of this. Check out the school careers page at 
https://www.facebook.com/menziescollegecareers for updates on University Liaison visits, Scholarships, STAR Courses, Work 
Experience, Gateway and Hokonui Tertiary High School.

SIT Open Day 
This is on Friday 17 October.  Any senior students interested in attending this open day are encouraged to go with their parent/
caregivers for the day. For further information see myself or Stuart Clark.

Pioneer Women’s Memorial Trust Educational Bursary
Applications and eligibility criteria for this bursary are now available from the school office. The objectives of this bursary include 
funding two bursaries of $750 to pupils who are contemplating any form of tertiary education or trades apprenticeship and who 
would be seen to benefit from such assistance. A copy of the booklet ‘The Rest Room Saga’ that provides information on the history 
of the Pioneer Women’s Memorial Trust is also available at the office or on the Gore District Council website
www. goredc.govt.nz/community and funding.  Senior students who wish to apply for this bursary must be available to attend an 
interview on Friday 7 November.  Applications close on Thursday 23 October.

Miss Katie Hall
Careers Advisor



Tutorials
Level One Economics
Thursday 9 October (Second Week of Holidays) at Menzies College from 9.30am-3.30pm.

Lincoln Joyce - Teacher
Art
Tutorials are being held every Tuesday and Wednesday after school until 5pm. Lunch time tutorials are also available.

Miss Bianca Burgess-Heald - Teacher
Mathematics 
General Maths: Wednesday Lunchtimes in Room 8.
Senior Maths: Wednesday afterschool – 3:15-4:30pm in Room 8.

Brendon Wallace -  Head of Department - Mathematics
Senior English (Level 2 & 3)
Tuesday afternoons from 3.30 – 5pm approximately.

Mrs Lucy McKelvie - Teacher

Menzies College PTA
The PTA would like to thank all those who have supported our fundraising efforts by attending the school production.  All funds 
raised are tagged towards equipment for the foods room once the upgrade is completed.  Thank you to the parents/caregivers who 
have donated food items.  My special thanks go to the ladies in the kitchen - Carlyn, Pania, Sue, Bev, Nicky, Pam, Kath and Stephanie, 
and also the girls that are waitressing. I trust that those who attend will be treated to a great variety of talent on stage and an 
enjoyable three course meal.  Enjoy.

Mrs Lois Heads
President PTA

Integrated Curriculum
Mountain Biking to Naseby
Following on from our very successful History and mountain biking trip to Arrowtown last year, we 
are planning a similar trip this year to Naseby in the Maniototo. This will again be a trip integrating the 
history of the area with the sport of mountain biking and possibly some curling too. We are planning 
to leave on Sunday 7 December and return in time for senior prizegiving on Wednesday 10 December.

As this trip involves travel and accommodation, there will be a cost involved. While the cost is not 
finalised, we are hoping to keep the cost of this four day trip down to around $150. We are very conscious 
that this is an expensive time of year, particularly for Year 10 students who have their Mavora Camp the 
week before. We are making everyone aware of this trip early to allow students a decent amount of time 
to budget/save.

Naseby is a mountain biking (and historical) Mecca – mountain biking in the Naseby forest caters for ALL abilities and fitness levels, 
and the Rail Trail is nearby for those students who prefer to ride from A to B without hills. This trip would suit anyone who likes to 
get outside, be active and have fun.

We welcome parents/caregivers who wish to come on the trip too – if this sounds like you, then please get in touch for more details. 
The students last year had a fantastic time and still talk about it with big smiles on their faces!

Brendon Wallace & Mrs Alice Cade
brendon.wallace@menzies.school.nz

alice.cade@menzies.school.nz

Important Dates
October 13  First day Term 4 - Girls wear summer uniform
  21  Youthmark Awards
  23  Option evening
  27  Labour Day

November 7  Last day of school for seniors
  10-2 December NCEA Exams
  28  Senior reports posted

December 1  Year 10 Mavora Pre-camp
  2-5  Year 10 Mavora Camp
  5  Next year’s new entrants visit Menzies College
  10  Senior Prizegiving
  11  Last day for junior students
    Junior Prizegiving
  12  Junior reports posted
    Teacher only day
  15  LLP Reward Day



Community Notices
Wyndham Athletic Club
Club nights will begin the first Tuesday of Term 4, Tuesday 14 October at 5.30 pm (note earlier start time than in previous years) 
on the Menzies College grounds. We will meet at the athletics gear shed on the Menzies College field behind the gym. All children 
aged 5 and over are welcome to come and try athletics.  Parental help essential to the success of the club.  Enquiries to Jane Muir 
on (03) 2066334.

Otago Volts
SBS Bank Otago Volts are holding free fun days in various communities during the upcoming school holidays. Two hour sessions 
with members of the team will be held in Wanaka, Alexandra, Invercargill, Gore, Oamaru, Waikouaiti (all 6 October) and Dunedin (10 
October).  These sessions will be themed around fun and participation and are therefore suitable to ALL primary and intermediate 
school aged children. More information and registration form is at 
http://www.otagocricket.co.nz/small-gallery-article/aotea-junior-volts-fun-days/140782/319651/

Menzies College Socca
Important Please Note:  Summer Socca entries 
If you still wish to enter please get your entry in as soon as possible.  Email: clambert@menzies.school.nz    We have spots in the 
adults and kids leagues for people interested.

Summer Socca Draw
These will be emailed out and posted on the Menzies College Soccer Facebook Page. In google, if you do a search under ‘Menzies 
College Soccer Facebook’ it will bring up the page so you can view it without having to log on.  I hope to have draws confirmed and 
posted in the first week of the holidays on the Facebook page.  The team contact will be responsible for letting their team members 
know of upcoming games.

Facebook Page
Menzies College Soccer have a facebook page which has match reports, important dates and other information. Just type in  
‘Menzies College Soccer’ and then click on the ‘LIKE’ icon.  You can also find the link on the Menzies College website in the sports 
section or do a search in google ‘Menzies College Soccer’.  All draws, results and photos from this term’s summer socca will be there.

Important Dates
Monday 13 October All Summer Socca Leagues start
Kids League  From 4-5pm
Adults League  From 5.20-7.30pm

Carl Lambert
Organiser

Board of Trustees Meeting - September
Kia ora Koutou
Here we are at the end of yet another term and Wednesday night saw the Board hold our last meeting for Term 3 which was a very 
productive one.  

Mr Chris Morris from the Ministry of Education came and had a korero with the Board about a project aimed at lifting student 
achievements.  This was very informative and Chris was great to listen to.  He gave the board real confidence in the way in which 
our Menzies staff are currently trying to lift our students’ achievement.  I’m looking forward to seeing how this project unfolds and 
benefit our rangatahi (young people).  

Other matters discussed included our finances.  I’m pleased to report that our school is tracking well and is on target with the annual 
budget.  There was some talk about the health and safety procedures for the soon to be re-opened Wyndham Community Pool.  
Huge thanks to the pool committee for the amazing work they have put in to the pool.  I am sure all of our students will be extremely 
happy to get back into swimming in the new term. 

Other exciting news is our new Board of Trustees webpage which is currently under development.  This will be the place to find 
information about school trustees.  It will have a contact email address for any correspondence.  There will be a section for our 
school policies and the minutes of our monthly meetings.  Thanks to Brendon Wallace for his efforts in the development of this 
page.  

The board passed fundraising for the girls soccer team in preparation for next year’s Gary Snowden National Tournament.  We were 
also happy to approve the Menzies Sports Tour, fireworks extravaganza, again this year.  Hopefully mother nature will be kind and 
give us good weather.  

Please have a safe and happy holiday with your young folk and we will see you in Term 4.  If you have any matters to present to 
the Board of Trustees, our next meeting will be Thursday 30 October.  Please forward any correspondence to the school office by 
Monday 27 October to allow time for consideration.

Mrs Bex Brown
Board Member



Sports News
Volleyball - Year 9 & 10 Tournament
Two teams of Year 9 and 10 students, with the help of a couple of Year 7 and 8 students, competed at the Gore MLT centre on 
Thursday 11 September at the Year 9 and 10 tournament. There were 15 teams from around Southland competing. Thank you to 
Sue Dynes for all her help and support, as well as to Hannah Wallis (Year 9) who stepped up and refereed for the two teams. Menzies 
was well represented and was one of the only teams that were always organised to do our duties; lines, scoring and refereeing.

Menzies Dominators came through second in their pool winning three out of four games. They were placed fourth equal overall 
with some outstanding serving from Naam Whan Panto and quick hands at the net by Campbell Heads and Joseph Ferguson.  
Menzies Hard Hitters also came through second in their pool, placing them seventh equal over all on points.  The Paderanga trio 
(Allynah, Ahliyah and Ricci) were an asset to this team with accurate serving and passing.

Wednesday Night Competition
This started on10 September with a junior and senior team entered.  Thank you very much to Belinda Knapp who drove the van with 
the teams on board to Invercargill and back.  The juniors had good competition winning one from two games.  There are lots of new 
faces in the junior team this term and I was amazed at how well they picked up the skills and got the hang of the game.  Well done 
Breana Harvey, Sarah Morgan, Gabby Knapp and Samantha Cahill.

The senior team had two games which they easily won with some new faces in this team as well.  Welcome to Tamara Poole, 
Rebekah Kingdon and Hannah Wallis.  Next games are after the holidays on 22 October and 5 November.

Miss Katie Hall
Organiser

                     Enthusiastic Menzies players having fun

 MLT Fireworks Extravaganza
 ... Keep these Dates Free …

7 November (postponement date 8 November) 
Menzies College Australian Sports Tour 2015

The Menzies College Sports Tour 2015 is holding the Matuara Licensing Trust Fireworks Extravaganza 
at the Wyndham Race Course to raise funds for their up coming tour ... spread the word ... family fun culminating in an amazing 

fireworks display. More details soon….

Next Meeting
The AGM will be held on Wednesday 15 October at 7:30pm in the school Library followed by a general meeting.  We will be electing 
office bearers at the AGM and we require a good turn out please. Apologies to Greg McLellan, Megan King or myself please.

Carole Bee

 

Menzies College Rugby
Team MVP's for 2014
1st XV 
3 Points - Sam Crosbie  2 Points - Logan Howe  1 Point - Jaden Walsh
U16
3 Points - Sean Wallis  2 Points - Jayden Perry-Leith 1 Point - Thomas Macdonald
U14
3 Points - Jordan Medley  2 Points - Corbin Smith  1 Point - William Pennicott
Year 7 & 8
3 Points - Joshua Read  2 Points - William Ranstead 1 Point - Jack Barnfather
Well done boys!

Guy Michaels
Rugby Committee

Cash for Communities
This year, for the first time, PGG Wrightson are running a Cash for Communities programme during spring, giving farmers another 
opportunity to earn $$$ for Menzies College.  Any farmer who purchases Ballance Agri-Nutrients fertiliser on their PGG Wrightson 
account between 1 September and 30 November 2014, can earn cash for our school.  Nominate us at 
www.cashforcommunities.co.nz  and start earning $$$ for Menzies College.




