
From the Principal’s Desk

11 April 2014

Kia Ora
I feel passionate about Menzies College, its students, their families and the wider school community and nothing could have ‘hurt’ 
me more than the piece of reckless journalism on the front page of Tuesday’s Southland Times. This was written by a journalist 
who I had to explain, in the company of other principals after last year’s reporting, how to present NCEA data and the dangerous 
comparison of schools that have different roll numbers and decile rankings. We have been singled out for being below the national 
average in all three NCEA levels based on 1 July roll numbers. My understanding of maths is that half the schools in New Zealand 
will always be under or over the national average and I have tried to explain to people that every student that passes or fails in 
NCEA moves our data by between 3% and 5% pending on the size of their year level. At a school with over 300 Year 11 students this 
would be around 0.3% and given that the average shows the majority of students pass, this will generally have a more favourable 
outcome.

The commentary by the journalist in singling out three schools for being below the national average shows little understanding of 
how the data is to be interpreted. We have students who leave after the 1 July and will never sit the exam, we have special needs 
students included in that data who we allow to attempt a paper or two. Last year, we had an international student from Germany 
who attempted and passed a couple of papers. Students shift in and out of the area all the time. No student in our school is excluded 
from attempting exams.  Where was the comment that Menzies College outperformed a large Invercargill single sex school in 
‘Participation’ at both Level 2 and 3?  Or, a very large co-ed city school in Level 3 and equal to it in Level 2? Last year we also had a 
major increase in the number of endorsements at the Merit and Excellence level at both the subject and course level. These were 
results with quality and had meaning for those who achieved them.

We welcome students of all abilities to our school and having tried to place an excluded student in several other schools last month 
and being rung about a girl that had shifted to town, I get the impression that if these students are not going to bring positive NCEA 
results, some schools are not interested. We are above that and want to shape every student to be the best they can while in our 
care and allow them to experience school in an enjoyable but challenging manner.

As I have inferred, it is unwise to compare data and figures can be screwed around to suit any argument. I am extremely proud of 
the difference the staff and community make for our students and know that this is a fantastic school.

If I’m feeling a bit ‘hurt’ by this then I need to look back no further than last Friday afternoon and recall the outstanding performance 
of our students in their House dramas. Using the theme of ‘Feeling Safe, Striving for Excellence and Showing Respect’, these were 
brilliant and left us all feeling good about who we are and what can be achieved.

All the best to our Year 12 and 13 students who head to Wanaka for four days next week as part of the Outdoor Experience 
programme. Also to Charday Deans as she takes on Outward Bound for the next 21 days.

Next Thursday, 17 April we will be holding our ANZAC assembly from 2.30pm. This is a special assembly focused on those who 
served.  It will be led by our Literacy group students from Years 9 and 10. All members of the school community are welcome to 
attend we would love your company.

Gerry Ward
Principal



English Department
Level One English Assessment Dates
Assessment dates for AS90854 (Personal Response): ENG101 and ENG102
Response #2:     Monday 14 April, period 2
Response #3:     Monday 26 May, period 2
Response #4:     Monday 30 June, period 2
Response #5:     Monday 11 August, period 2
Response #6:     Monday 15 September, period 2  (final cut-off date for all submissions)

Assessment date for AS90852 (Connections): ENG102
Thursday 12 June, Term Two, Week Six

Assessment dates for AS90052 (Creative Writing): ENG101
2nd portfolio submission – Thursday 16 April, Term One, Week Eleven, period 5
3rd portfolio submission – Thursday 5 June, Term Two, Week Five, period 5
Final assessment – Thursday 26 June, Term Two, Week Eight, period 5

Assessment dates for AS90857 (Oral Text): ENG101 and ENG102
Thursday 7 August, Term Three, Week Three
ENG101 will be out of timetabled classes all day
ENG102 will have their assessment during periods 4 and 5, normal timetabled periods for ENG102

Assessment date for AS90855 (Visual text): ENG101
Thursday 18 September, Term Three, Week Nine, period 5

Assessment date for AS90855 (Visual text): ENG102
Thursday 25 September, Term Three, Week Ten, period 5

Assessment date for AS90053 (Formal Writing): ENG101 (an optional standard)
Thursday 30 October, Term Four, Week Three, period 5

Assessment date for US1273 (Story Writing): ENG102 (a discretionary standard)
Thursday 30 October, Term Four, Week Three, period 5

Ms Sonja Swale
Head of Department - English

Careers
Dates for Liaison Visits
Otago University: Tuesday 27 May 1pm

The careers room will be open at lunch times every Tuesday and Thursday if you would like to carry out career research or seek some 
guidance.  Mr Clark will be available to assist you.  Please take advantage of this.  Please check out the school Careers Page at https://
www.facebook.com/menziescollegecareers for updates on University Liaison visits, Scholarships, STAR Courses, Work Experience, 
Gateway and Hokonui Tertiary High School.

Career in Airline, Travel and Tourism
If you are interested in a career in Airline, Travel and Tourism there is an Open Day on 12 May at the Dunedin Campus.  Talk to Stuart 
Clark or Katie Hall for more information if you are interested.

A Must Watch on TV!
If there is one programme you would like your kids to watch, it’s probably this one .....  Just the Job – Series 9 starts on TV2 on 
Saturday 19 April at 9.30am for 10 consecutive weeks.  ‘Just the job’  is the inspirational career profiling series that has showcased 
over 250 different careers to date. In easily digestible 7 minute fun stories, viewers are taken on a voyage of discovery as students 
probe a huge variety of work opportunities from Jockey to Doctor, from Farm Manager to Electrician, from Vet to Navy Frigate 
Captain.

CPIT are having their Open Day on19 June.  For further information contact either Stuart Clark or Katie Hall.

Dunedin Tertiary Information Day
On 12 May (Term 2, week 2) Year 12 and 13 students and invited to a Tertiary Information Day in Dunedin.  We need to know 
numbers so we can organise transport and students are asked to let either myself or Stuart Clark know if  they are interested.  The 
purpose of this day is to enable students to observe first-hand what the tertiary environment is like. They are invited to visit special 
displays and presentations and explore the various facilities students use (e.g. the University Union, Polytechnic and University of 
Otago Student Centres, the libraries, Unipol Recreation Centre, Recreation Services and the Clubs and Societies Building).
www.otago.ac.nz     www.facebook.com/otagouniversity

Miss Katie Hall 
Careers Advisor 



Mathematics Department
Last week was competition day for the 16 students who entered the Junior Maths Competition. This is a huge improvement on 
numbers compared to last year. It was exciting to see so many Year 9 and 10 students entered – the competition is tough for these 
students but there are huge personal benefits in testing your problem solving skills. These students are also still eligible to enter 
for another year or two so will become more comfortable with the competition format which will hopefully translate to some really 
strong results in the future. It was also great to see some Year 11 students keen to prove themselves. With so many entries from 
throughout the country, it can take a while to get the results. We will let you know when they arrive.
The students that entered are:
Year 9    Year 10    Year 11
Declan de Haas   Rebekah Kingdon   Courtneah Mitchell
Olivia Wallace   Joseph Ferguson   Aria Patel 
Rhiannon Gorman  Campbell Heads    Ethan McDonough 
Kim Heads   Michael Moncur
Lauren Story
Madi Fleming
Tane Carney
Sam Macdonald
Summer Folesi

PISA
For those following the PISA sample questions we have been putting in each week, here is the answer to last week’s question (Level 
4) and the Level 5 question. Are you smarter than a 15 year old?

New Zealand was 15th for the Level 4 question with 32% of candidates answering correctly – you will be noticing that the percentage 
correct figure is dropping pretty dramatically as the questions get harder!

Last week’s Question:
Question 4 (Level 4):
A revolving door includes three wings which rotate within a circular-shaped space. The inside diameter of this space is 2 metres 
(200 centimetres). The three door wings divide the space into three equal sectors. The plan below shows the door wings in three 
different positions viewed from the top. 

The door makes 4 complete rotations in a minute. There is room for a maximum of two people in each of the three door sectors.
What is the maximum number of people that can enter the building through the door in 30 minutes? 
A.    60
B.    180
C.    240
D.    720  Correct Answer

This week’s Question (not multichoice this time!): Level 5
Climbing Mount Fuji
Mount Fuji is a famous dormant volcano in Japan. 

The Gotemba walking trail up Mount Fuji is about 9 kilometres (km) long. Walkers need to return from the 18 km walk by 8 pm.
Toshi estimates that he can walk up the mountain at 1.5 kilometres per hour on average, and down at twice that speed. These 
speeds take into account meal breaks and rest times.
Using Toshi’s estimated speeds, what is the latest time he can begin his walk so that he can return by 8 pm?

Brendon Wallace
Head of Department - Mathematics



Literacy Week Round-Up
During Week nine we celebrated literature with the annual event : Literacy Week.   The Year 13 students did themsleves and us proud 
as they talked over the intercom system about their favourite books. 

On Tuesday the 1st April our students were fortunate enough to listen to world renowned poet Cilla McQueen.  McQueen  was 
the New Zealand Poet Laureate for 2009 – 2011, she has published ten books of poetry, and won the New Zealand Book Award 
for Poetry three times.  She currently  lives in Bluff and has a new book out very soon.  McQueen has had a very busy and colourful 
life.  She has worked with a group of musicians and toured the country putting music to her poetry. The group called themselves 
Bad Bananas and had an amazing time experimenting with different artistic mediums.  In 1985 and 1986 she received the Robert 
Burns Fellowship at Otago University which allowed her to write poetry and get paid, a bit of a novelty for a writer!  She travelled to 
Germany and visited both East and West Berlin and as a result wrote a diary which was turned in to a book of poems.

As a speaker Cilla McQueen was wonderful to listen to.  She adapted her content to suit the year groups and managed to both 
entertain and enlighten our students.  She read a number of her poems, including The Rope, Quark Dance and Otherwise.   McQueen 
has a broad scope of knowledge, spreading into science, language and art and all of these are evident in her poetry.  Being able to 
listen to her speak about her life, the life of a poet and read her poems was a great opportunity for our students and one which we 
hope will resonate in their minds.

 

 Whanau group Rata dressed in character costumes of ‘Despicable Me”  Some senior English students with Cilla McQueen

The whole school gathered in the Gym at lunchtime on Friday dressed in a theme from a piece of literature. This year it was great to 
see many whanaus embrace more classical forms of literature including Peter Pan and Robin Hood. Teamed with this were the very 
modern texts Despicable Me and Blackadder. The Gym looked amazing, the staff and students looked amazing and our judges (Mrs 
Gould, Mrs Leggett and Mrs Dale) were hard pressed to find Best Dressed Teacher, Best Dressed Student and Best themed Whanau. 

Then the school moved to the Hall where Mrs Gould, Bex Brown and Mrs Campbell ably judged the House Impromptu Speech and 
House Drama Competition. The calibre of both of these competitions was the highest we’ve seen yet. The Impromptu Speech topic 
was : “The monarchy has / has not a place in New Zealand because …” with Samuel Moncur (Matai) taking out the top prize for his 
very fluent discussion of this topic. 

The House Drama was organised differently this year with each House being asked to write their 
own play and then perform it. The guidelines asked the plays to be based on our school values: 
and they were amazing. The students embraced the topics delivering plays which proclaimed their 
absolute knowledge of the ‘Menzies Way’. Congratulations to Matai for winning this competition. 
Our thanks go to all those involved in Literacy Week.

Mrs Lucy McKelvie & Mrs Sharee Knapp
Literacy co-ordinators

L to R: Sam Moncur & Doug Fotheringham

Special Needs Department
Easter Raffle Results
1st Hamish Golden
2nd Margaret Dale
3rd Peter May

Thank you to the many people who supported us, we are very grateful.
  Mrs Toni Halliday

Teacher in Charge - Special Needs

School Photos
A reminder that photo orders close on Monday 14 April. Class and whanau photos, laminated and named cost $20 and fun photos 
including house photos and house leaders (print only) cost $12. Envelopes for orders are available at the office.  These will be ready 
to be collected in Term 2.



House Leaders 2014
Tia Tuhakaraina - Rimu

Background - I live in Gore with my Mum.  I attended West Gore Primary School for six years before coming 
to Menzies College in Year 7.  I am in Year 13 and studying Biology, Chemistry, Physics, English and Statistics.    
I love playing sports and I am currently playing basketball, soccer, boxing, cross fit and training for a softball 
tournament.  Next year I wish to study veterinarian sciences at Massey University in Palmerston North.

Last Song Downloaded - ‘Sing’ by Ed Sheeran

Currently Reading - Notes from school

If I Could Invite Four People for Dinner I’d Choose - Ed Sheeran, Rhys Darby, Michael Jordan, 
         Jennifer Lawrence

This year I would like our House to - Increase House spirit and participation in all competition and non-competition events

Josh Wilson - Matai
Background - I attended Wyndham Primary School for six years and have lived in Wyndham all my life. At 
school I enjoy Electronics and Adventure Experience.  This year I am studying Chemistry, Travel & Tourism, 
Physical Education, Adventure Experience and Electronics.  I play rugby for the school and I’m in the First XV.  
I am currently unsure of my plans for next year.

Last Song Downloaded - ‘Free’ - Rudimental

Currently Reading - ‘When I was Joe’ by Keven David

If I Could Invite Four People for Dinner I’d Choose  - Marshall Mathers, Charlie Hunnam, Cory Jane, 
Johnny Depp

This year I would like our House to - Keep doing well in the House competitions and not come last.

Staff Representative - Menzies College Board of Trustees
Nigel Scarth
I am writing in the newsletter to formally introduce myself to you as the staff representative on the 
Menzies College Board of Trustees.  I guess your first reaction is, great, but what does that actually mean?
 
The Menzies College board is responsible for the overall governance of the school. This means making 
major decisions on finance, such as how the money is spent on the new technology block upgrade or 
setting the Charter (the schools major goals) for the year along with the Principal.  Alongside this, we 
are required to ensure that the school is following all relevant legislation.  The board is made up of five 
parent representatives, a student representative and a staff representative. We all have an equal voice 
and equal voting rights. My role as part of the board is to bring a staff perspective to the overall decision 
making and not to promote staff rights or be a union delegate.  I am privileged to be making decisions on behalf of the community 
I live in and look forward to seeing Menzies College continue to grow in so many ways. 
 
On a personal note, I live in Wyndham and I am married to Gill.  We have two children - a 2 year old daughter Lauren and a 4 year old 
son Oliver. We moved from Christchurch to Wyndham two years ago where I  took up the position of Head of Science at Menzies. I 
have thoroughly enjoyed the last two years at Menzies and being part of such a wonderful and welcoming community.  

Nigel Scarth

Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award
I am currently organising a trip for the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh group, to the Luxmore Hut on Sunday 11 and Monday 12 May. 
Information will be sent out early next week.  The estimated cost is $50. Chocolate is available from the office to sell and students 
can earn $24 from each box sold towards their trip. There are nine boxes left so ‘first in first served’.

Miss Katie Hall
Teacher in Charge

Gateway Profile
Hi, my name is Brittney Steele. I am currently attending SIT in Gore doing a Business Administration 
Course. I go every Monday with Mrs Dynes. Our tutor has designed a book that we work through on the 
computers. The tutor is Rowena Taylor. She is a very helpful instructor with a lot of patience.  So far we 
are learning touch typing, shortcut keys, designing flyers, posters and invitations. We have had three 
assessments and I have passed them all, gaining credits.  I think lt's cool that I can do these courses 
through Gateway while still at school.  I am enjoying this course and hopefully it will help me have the 
necessary skills to go into the work force.



Community Notices
Drive Tech - Defensive Driving Course
The course is done over 4 days.  There are 4 x 2 hour sessions 4.30pm till 6.30pm usually on Tuesday or Thursday.  There is a practical 
drive after these sessions that is arranged between the pupil & the tutor.  The cost is $215  if the practical drive is in your own car or 
$240 if you are using our dual control manual car.  There is a possibility of doing extra unit standards if requested.  Please contact us 
on freephone 0508 2 37483, (03) 2304 326 or fax (03) 2304 328 for further information or to register.

Youth Line - Changing Lives - Youth Week 24 May (Note change of date)
Calling for entries in our recycle challenge! Design something using recycled materials. Entries close 16 May 2014. Grab an entry 
form and get creating!  There are two entry categories:  ‘Salvaged Creations’ and ‘Wearable Art’. Further information or entry forms 
are available from Number 10, call (03) 214 1013 or by emailing admin@number10.org.nz  Entry fee is a donation on the night.

Edendale Netball Club
Please note the change of date for the meeting.  It is now Tuesday 15 April at 49 Brydone Street, Edendale.

Combined Schools Dayskipper Course and Voyage
Experience Stewart Island with Elwing Discoveries Sailing Adventures & Boating Education 2014 
Ten berths are available on this voyage from 18-23 May 2014 for Year 11-13 Students.  (Unit Std 26542 – 6 x Level 2 Credits). The cost 
of this course per student is $700 which includes all ‘Coastguard Boating Education Service’ (CBES) exam fees, student manual, ferry, 
and voyage aboard Elwing, food and GST.  Elwing is designed and licensed to take up to 12 passengers on overnight adventures and 
22 passengers for day excursions. Elwing Discoveries programmes can be tailor made to suit individual requirements. For further 
information students are asked to see Stuart Clark at school.

Important Dates
April  14-17 Year 12 & 13 Outdoor Experience Wanaka Camp
  17 ANZAC Day ceremony
   Last day of Term 1
May  5 First day back Term 2 - girls to wear kilts
  27 HPV Vaccination - No. 2
June  2 Queen’s Birthday
  15-17 Year 13 Adventure Class - Tautuku Pre-camp
  24-27 Year 9 - Tautuku Camp
  27 School Reports posted
July  3 Parent/Teacher Interviews
  4 Last day of Term 2
  21 First day of Term 3
  25 School Ball

Spirit of Adventure - An Adventure of a Lifetime
On 13 March I travelled to Auckland where I spent 
the next 10 days on the Spirit of New Zealand which 
is a ship owned by the Spirit of Adventure Trust. On 
the Friday once everyone had arrived, there were 40 
nervous trainees on board who hadn’t seen or had 
anything to do with each other before. On the first day 
we travelled to Kawau Bay (near Auckland) where we 
stayed in safety for two days while Cyclone Lusi passed 
through. On the Sunday we travelled to Great Barrier 

Island where we stayed four nights. We then came back to Kawau to get closer to Auckland for trainee 
day. Saturday the 22nd was our last day and it was trainee day where the 40 trainees elected a Captain and 
crew. The crew then decided the itinerary for the day and we set sail. On trainee day I was lucky enough to 
be elected as the navigator where I plotted on the chart where we were going and told the Captain if he 
was sticking to the chart. While on the ship we did a lot of memorable exercises including a tramp to the 
top of Mount Hudson (Great Barrier Island), sailing the wee lugs, climbing to the top of the mast which is 32m high on a 10m wide 
boat, working the sails, swinging off the yards, morning swims and much more. My favourite part about the trip was going to the 
boat by myself to meet 40 strangers and walking away with 40 friends. 

I highly rate the Spirit and hope that anyone that gets the opportunity to go, takes it with both hands and has the same experience 
that I had, because it is truly amazing.

“Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things you didn’t do than by the ones you did. So throw off 
the bowlines. Sail away from the safe harbour. Catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore, Dream, Discover.”      Mark Twain

Jeffrey Robinson - Year 13



Menzies College Sports Trip 2015
The next meeting date is Wednesday 7 May at 7.30pm in the school Library. Please note that you will 
be required to sign a contract before we book any flights, or accommodation is confirmed.  These 
need to be returned as soon as possible to guarantee your seats and a place on the tour.  These 
should be with your students if you haven’t received them already.  It is probably a good time to 
ensure that you have a current passport or apply for one if not, as we will need a copy of a valid 
passport to book your flights.  The passport needs to be valid only until the end of travel so until the 
end of April 2015 should cover any unforeseen changes to our itinerary. 

Carole Bee

 

Menzies College Netball
Hannah Coutts from Netball South will be at Menzies after school on Wednesday 16 April and Wednesday 14 May to take shooting 
sessions.  All goal shoots are expected to attend.

Senior B Netball will have a practice on Sunday 13 April at 1pm at Menzies College.  Apologies to Marama Braven.
Mrs Kath Luoni

Teacher in Charge - Netball

Menzies College Rugby
International student, Kava Likiafu arrived in the weekend from Tonga as recipient of the 
EM Jones Rugby Scholarship that covers his fares and expenses to a New Zealand School. 
Kava will stay with Jeffrey Robinson and his family and is here for the remainder of the 
school year. Next week, Jack Fellows-Prynne will arrive from England and is staying with the 
Bee family. Both boys are aged 18 and will be in Year 13.

The photo shows Kava (far right) receiving his Scholarship in Tonga

Menzies College Soccer
Payments for Mid Week Southland League
Just a reminder that fees need to be paid for the mid-week league.  Costs are $40 for the season for the Menzies College 1st XI Soccer 
team.  Please pay this at the office by Tuesday 6 May.

Soccer Gear Orders
The girls 1st XI players are asked to get orders in for any soccer gear that is required. Shorts range in cost from $23-$25 depending 
on size and socks are $15 a pair.  Please hand these orders to Mr Lambert as soon as possible.

Trainings for Term One and School Holidays
At this stage, Menzies College Girls 1st XI training is on Monday and Wednesday from 3.30pm to 4.45pm.  Over the holidays we will 
be holding trainings on Thursdays from 3.00pm to 4.15pm. You must let Mr Lambert know if you cannot attend these practices.

Menzies College 1st XI Boys Soccer Team to go Ahead for 2014
Thank you to the players that have returned letters of intent to play for the Menzies College 1st XI boys team for 2014. A big thank 
you to Mrs Scott for offering to act as manager for this team.  There are still more slips to come in from students. The boys league at 
this stage will start mid to late May.  Gear orders and subs will be sent out next week.

Facebook Page
Menzies College Soccer have a facebook page which has match reports, important dates and other information.  Just type in 
‘Menzies College Soccer’ and then click on the ‘LIKE’ icon.  You can also find the link on the Menzies College website in the sports 
section.

Important Dates
14 April; Monday – Training 3.30pm – 4.45pm
16 April; Wednesday – Training 3.30pm to 4.45pm
24 April; Thursday – Training 3.00pm to 4.15pm (Please Note)
31 April; Thursday – Training 3.00pm to 4.15pm (Please Note)
5 May; Monday – Training 3.30pm – 4.45pm
6 May; Tuesday - Mid week subs are due
7 May; Wednesday – Friendly Game Menzies 1st XI Girls vs Development XI
12 May; Monday - Training 3.30pm – 4.45pm
14 May; Wednesday – Bye or Games vs Aurora College (Away)

Carl Lambert
Organiser




