
From the Principal’s Desk

7 March 2014

Kia Ora

Many thanks to the new students and parents/caregivers who attended our BBQ lunch last Friday. Despite the cold and wet day 
it was pleasing to see you there and for staff and parents/caregivers to meet each other in a less formal setting. It’s great to have 
parents in the school and we like to think you feel welcome to come in at any time and the more this happens, the stronger 
relationships can become.

Next Thursday evening, from 4pm until 6pm, we are hosting a ‘Meet the Parents/Caregivers’ evening in the school hall and junior 
classrooms. This is an opportunity to discuss how your child’s learning has progressed after the first five weeks of the school year. 
This is for all families and year levels and is an excellent opportunity to plan together the next step in your student’s learning and 
how we can all share in this process.

All the best to our athletes who compete in the Secondary School Championships at Surrey Park today.  We have sent a team of 23 
students and according to the paper, over 600 athletes will be competing at this event. The Primary event will be held on Saturday 
22 March. We also have a group of paddlers away at Paddles Up this weekend and we wish them all the best, as well.

It was great to see former student Brett Roberts take out the Senior Shears Award at the Golden Shears in Masterton last week along 
with the R E O'Hara Award for the best Quality Points in any shearing final. If anyone ever saw Brett’s school books they would know 
how tidy he can be. Well done Brett.

Also, we had a top effort from our four girl team at the South Island Secondary Schools Adventure Racing Championships last 
weekend. Victoria Clark, Sophie Shaw, Summer and Holly Smith came third in the South Island. This was an outstanding effort in a 
really tough terrain. Well done girls on this accomplishment.

Gerry Ward
Principal



English Department
Level One English Assessment Dates
Assessment dates for AS90854 (Personal Response): ENG101 and ENG102
Response #1:     Monday 10 March, period 2
Response #2:     Monday 14 April, period 2
Response #3:     Monday 26 May, period 2
Response #4:     Monday 30 June, period 2
Response #5:     Monday 11 August, period 2
Response #6:     Monday 15 September, period 2  (final cut-off date for all submissions)

Assessment date for AS90852 (Connections): ENG102
Thursday 12 June, Term Two, Week Six

Assessment dates for AS90052 (Creative Writing): ENG101
1st portfolio submission – Thursday 27 March, Term One, Week Eight, period 5
2nd portfolio submission – Thursday 16 April, Term One, Week Eleven, period 5
3rd portfolio submission – Thursday 5 June, Term Two, Week Five, period 5
Final assessment – Thursday 26 June, Term Two, Week Eight, period 5

Assessment dates for AS90857 (Oral Text): ENG101 and ENG102
Thursday 7 August, Term Three, Week Three
ENG101 will be out of timetabled classes all day
ENG102 will have their assessment during periods 4 and 5, normal timetabled periods for ENG102

Assessment date for AS90855 (Visual text): ENG101
Thursday 18 September, Term Three, Week Nine, period 5

Assessment date for AS90855 (Visual text): ENG102
Thursday 25 September, Term Three, Week Ten, period 5

Assessment date for AS90053 (Formal Writing): ENG101 (an optional standard)
Thursday 30 October, Term Four, Week Three, period 5

Assessment date for US1273 (Story Writing): ENG102 (a discretionary standard)
Thursday 30 October, Term Four, Week Three, period 5

Ms Sonja Swale
Head of Department - English

103 Literacy
The 103 Literacy class have read about the unsolved mystery of the  abandoned ship  ‘The Mary Celeste’. They have written descriptive 
paragraphs to explain what may have happened.

‘Fear grabbed at my throat when I saw the towering sea. It yawed up and down like a bull in a rodeo and spewed over the deck like an 
erupting volcano. The captain roared at us to get the water off the bow of the ship. Chilly water was cold on my legs and arms. Turbulent 
waves tossed our lifeboat to and fro in the raging sea that fizzed’.

Logan Macdonald

‘The towering sea rose higher and higher like a giant beast. Its powerful slam hit the deck as the stinging sensation of saltwater smashed 
into my face feeling like I’d hit a brick wall. Furious waves tossed our lifeboat in a raging sea that threatened to swallow me’.

Henry Tapiata

‘Cold water lapped at my frozen feet as the ship yawed up and down. It thrashed me back and forward against the side of the ship. A fero-
cious wave tossed me into the freezing water and I splashed in panic until the crew dragged me into the pitching lifeboat. We drifted off 
into the inky darkness’.

Steven Boyd

Meet the Teachers
On Thursday 13 March we are running a ‘Meet the Teacher’s’ afternoon from 4 to 6pm. This is an opportunity to discuss how your 
child has settled into each subject and address any issues. If the timing doesn’t suit you but you would like to contact a teacher, 
please indicate this on the form that your child has brought home today.

Kath Luoni
Deputy Principal



Important Dates
March  7-9 Paddles Up
  10 HPV Vaccination Information Session - 2.30pm
  11 Year 13 History trip to Arrowtown
   Defence Force Bus visit to school
  12 Year 12 First Aid
  13 Meet the teachers - for all parents/caregivers - all staff available in school hall at 3.30pm
   Otago Polytechnic visit - P4 Year 12 & 13 students
  18 Lincoln University visit - 11.30am
  24-27 8VW & 8KH camp at Pounawea
  27-30 8BY & 8CL camp at Pounawea
  26 SIT visit 2.30pm
  31 Literacy Week
April  1 HPV Vaccination - No. 1
  11 Shear Excellence
  14-17 Year 12 & 13 Outdoor Experience Wanaka Camp
  17 ANZAC Day ceremony
   Last day of Term 1
May  5 First day back Term 2

Cash for Communities
Earn $ for our School with PGG Wrightson
Any farmer who purchases Ballance Agri-Nutrients fertiliser on their PGG Wrightson account between 3 March and 31 May 2014, 
can earn cash for our school.  Just nominate Menzies College when purchasing this fertiliser at www.pggwrightson.co.nz and start 
saving money for our school.   Thank you for your support.

HPV Immunisation in Schools 
A reminder there will be an education session for all parents/caregivers of Year 8 girls at Menzies College.  This is being held on 
Monday 10 March at 2.30pm.  It would be appreciated if the permission forms could be returned to the office as soon as possible.

Science Department
Rural Studies

The Getahead Field day was held in Gore on Monday 3 March and there were schools from as 
far away as Dunedin. There were twelve interactive group activities run by ITO's, Agricultural 
Companies, Young Farmers reps and the winners of the Dairy Farm Managers for Southland.  
The topics in each session covered - nutrition for cows, grass management, production cycles, 
practical farm knowledge, animal health, finance, animal genetics, technology, farming for 
the future, research and development, agricultural machinery, marketing and export. Each 
station was presented by a young professional representing each of these sectors. The students 
represented Menzies well with Megan Ward in the winning team and the other students doing 
well in their groups.         

Shinea Braithwaite (left) with students from another school
Mrs Toni Halliday 

Teacher in Charge - Rural Studies 

Mathematics Department
For those students who require a calculator, we are able to supply them through the office. Graphics calculators are a good investment 
for students planning to study Maths at Level 2 and/or above.  We are selling these for $95 with only 5 available. Scientific calculators 
would benefit students from Year 9 onwards who are not planning on taking their maths as far as Year 12. We have limited numbers 
of these available for $20. Please see the office staff to purchase these items. 

Brendon Wallace
Head of Department - Mathematics

Sports Notice
Volleyball
Volleyball had a great start to the season on Wednesday night. The junior team had two wins against James Hargest Junior teams 
and a draw against St Johns Girls’ School. New players to the sport played really well and Player of the Day went to Naam Whan 
Panto, Brittany Tiller and Georgia Walker.  

The Seniors also had a winning start to the season beating both Girls’ High and Verdon B.  Well done volleyballers!
Miss Katie Hall & Brendon Wallace

Teachers in Charge - Volleyball



Menzies College Netball
Trials
Trials begin on Tuesday 11 March.  Year 9 and 10 students are to be ready to start at 3.30pm and they will be finished by 4.30pm 
although some may be asked to stay for senior trials.  Year 11-13 trials start at 4.30pm and will be finished by 5.30pm.  All players 
need to be in correct shoes and be warmed up ready to start at the appointed time.

Netball Club Meeting
The first meeting of the season will be on Tuesday 18 March at 6pm in the Menzies College staffroom. The club relies on parents/
caregivers to run this sport so please come along and be part of it.

Mrs Kath Luoni
Teacher in Charge  - Netball

Menzies College Rugby
BBQ
There will be a BBQ for Year 7 and 8 boys and girls playing rugby for Menzies at lunchtime on Monday 10 March.

Registration Day
This is on Tuesday 11 March at 3.15pm.  Come along and meet the coaches and managers.  Orders for jerseys, shorts and socks can 
also be made at this time along with payment of the subs.

Subs for 2014
Year 7 & 8, U14, U16 - $30 and after 31 May - $45
First XV - $150 and after 31 May - $175 (includes jersey and socks)

Next Meeting - this will be on Wednesday 19 March at 7.30pm in the Menzies College staffroom.

Southland U16 Training Group - Sunday 16 March - Rugby Park, Invercargill at 11.30am 
Connor Millane, Jordan Stuart, Sean Wallis, Logan Howe

Southland U15 Training Group - Sunday 16 March, Rugby Park, Invercargill at 10 am
Oliver Woodrow

Peter Bee
Rugby Committee Member

Menzies College Sports Trip 2015
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 19 March in the school library at 7:30pm.  We have to 
make a decision re dates and at this stage, for those looking to book world cup cricket tickets, we may 
be travelling in the middle of the holidays and returning early Term 2 in order to be able to compete 
in the Sunshine Coast Tournament. This is a slight change to the original plan. Also some fundraising 
decisions need to be made. Be there and have your say.

A friendly reminder that all accounts should have a balance of $800 or more now, including the $300 non-refundable deposit (which 
can not be covered by fundraising credits). This includes all adults travelling with the group. 

Carole Bee

 

Community Notices
Edendale Primary School Annual Car Boot Sale and Car Wash – Saturday 15 March
A Year Five and Six camp fundraiser - Edendale school grounds, 9am to 1 pm.  $15 per car-boot. Come and sell your items or to find 
new bargains!  Baking, carwash, sausage sizzle and more!

Edendale Netball Club
AGM, Sunday 16 March, Pioneer Tavern, Edendale at 7pm.  Dessert provided.
2014 Trial Dates
Monday 17 March at Edendale Courts - Years 3-6:  3:30-4:30pm; Years 7-13:  5-6pm.  Sunday 23 March at Edendale Courts.  Registration 
of all interested players from 2pm.  Anyone interested in umpiring are also asked to attend on Sunday.
NOTE:  The season is to start mid April.  Any queries, please contact Belinda on (03) 2066404.

Wyndham Netball Club
The club will be holding pre-season skill sessions over the next few weeks to give all players the chance to prepare for the season 
prior to team trials and selection.  These will be run with the assistance of Netball South staff and some of our own coaches. All 
sessions will be held at the Menzies Netball Centre Courts (where we play on Friday nights.)  We have selected different nights of 
the week to accommodate other summer sport and activities and we hope that all players will be able to attend at least some of the 
sessions.  Dates and times are as follows: Tuesday 11 March from 3.30-5pm, Thursday 20 March from 3.30-5pm and Wednesday 26 
March from 3.30-5pm.  Trials will be held on Tuesday 1 April from 3.30pm.  Any queries contact Trudie on (03) 2064078.



Careers
Dates for Liaison Visits
Otago Polytechnic: Thursday 13 March 12.45pm - Library
Lincoln University: Tuesday 18 March 11.20am
Southern Institute of Technology: Wednesday 26 March 2.30pm
CPIT (Canterbury Polytechnic): Thursday 3 April 11.30am - 12.15pm
Otago University: Tuesday 27 May 1pm
* Year 12 and 13 students need to write their name on the ‘signup’ sheets outside Room 5 indicating the speakers they  
 want to listen to.  It is advised that the students write dates in their diaries or set alarms on their cell phones to remind  
 them of their appointments. 
* The Careers Suite beside the common room will be open on Tuesday and Thursday at lunchtimes and Stuart Clark will be  
 there to give assistance if needed.
* NZDF (New Zealand Defence Force) will be here on Tuesday 11 March.  They are bringing their bus and will be here all day.

Incubator
The Incubator group had a very interesting trip to the hospital last Monday.  Doctors and nurses spoke to us about their jobs and 
we visited the lab to see what they do with blood to prepare it for patients. We also got to see a piece of cancerous bowel that had 
been removed from a patient.

Miss Katie Hall 
Career Advisor








